S3 148 





MONEY MflKrmC BOOKS 

Gollan*s Indian Vegetable Garden 

SIXTH EDITION ( Revhed i 

This Ixjok lias always bicai a favourite with those intending to 
grow their own vegetables. Its value is inereas(‘d by a c hapter on 
iloweriiig annuals and a Hindustani VDeabuIary of (iardeiiing and 
Hotanicad terms. 

Rs. 3/8/- 

Firminger’s Manual of Gardening for India 

EIGHTH EDITION 

h'inninger’s Manual has been the (larclening ('lassie for both 
Hills and f^hdns. <n-er titty years, ft deals with the Fruit, Flower 
and Vc'getabk! (iarden. 

Rs. 12 - 

BHATCHARJI -Practical Rose Growing in India 

III/ n. s. !?iiA'r(;iiAii.ii, k.k.u.s. . 

nil II i ni.oi iihi) ,1111 ii.i.i'si if.ii IONS Oh 

/ ,’ !’</>/< /.t’.s <'/ 

Rs. 6 8,- 

MITRA’S 

Canning and Preserving in India 

With 17 Art Illustrations 

A Practical Handbook in F'ruit and Vegetable Canning and 
C Tilt lire in India. 


Rs. 2 - 




ISA TWEED’S 

POULTRY-KEEPING IN INDIA 

INCLUDING 

DUCKS, GEESE. lUKKEYS, 
GUINEA FOWLS, PIGEONS, 
PEA-FOWLS AND RABBITS 


TWO VOLUMES IN ONE 



MISSION POULTRY FARM 

Estd. 1942 ETAH, U. P. <^>"9 ^'”>'■9 

Spt>(iali::fs in : — 

Rhode Island Reds Black Minorcas White Leghorns 
BREEDING STOCK FOR SALE 

Utility liciis Rs. 12/- ... ... Ox'ks Rs. 15/- each 

Kxh-lJlility liens Rs. 15/- ... ... Coiks Rs. 18/- each 

Exhibition hens Rs. 18/- ... ... (>)cks Rs. 22/ - each 

Rhode Island Reds 

Utility hens Rs. 15/- ... ... Clocks Rs. iS/- each 

J^ 2 xh-lJlility hens Rs. 18/- ... ... C.'oi'ks Rs. 22/'- each 

Exhibition h<ns Rs. 24/- ... ... Cocks Rs. jn - each 

('rath. h'RFK'rHT AND EXTRA AT CoST ONLY. 

Iaih' (lclu>cry and satisf action guaranteed . 

EGGS FOR HATCHING 

PER do:'. 

R. I. Reds Utility ... ... ... Rs. 15/- 

R. 1 . Rcxls Exh-Utility ... ... ... Rs. 18/- 

R. I. Reds Exhibition ... ... ... Rs. 22/- 

Wht. lA\L»horn or Hlk. Minorcas bhility ... ... Rs. 12/ 

Wht. Leghorn or Hlk. Minorcas Exh-Utility ... Rs. 15/- 

Wht. LoKhorn or l^lk. Minorcas Exhibition ... Rs. 18/- 

l^AC'KiNG cv Despatc h Free 15 kgc^s to ihe do:'en 

Latest Wins at 

The Second Rajpiitana Poultry Show, 
held under the auspices of Indian Poultry Club. 

Best Bird in the Show ... R. I. R. Cockerel. 

Best R. I. R. in the Show ... R. I. R. Cockerel. 

Best Bird in the Utility Section R. I. R. Cockerel. 

Many hrsts, seconds and other prizes in 
R. I. R.'s White Leghorns, and Black Minorcas. 

A. E. Sl.mer, 

Manager, 


TWEED’S 

POULTRY-KEEPING 

IN INDIA 

A I’KAC'IKAI, IKJOK ON THK MANAC.T.MKNT Ol' FOWLS. 
lNCI.UDiN(r rm l)IA(iNOSIS AND IKKAIMINI* (JK OI^iKASK. 

IHK VARIOUS liRM:DS ARK DICSCUIHKI), ANi> Till. MKANS OF 
RKNDERINCI THEM PROITTABEE 

ICIGIiTll KUITION 

Ji and brought up-to-date 

BY 

A. E. SLATER, b.s.a. 

Mis^iion l^oultry barm. lUah, U. P., 

\ 'ic c Ib't'>,idrnt , /ndran Poultry Club. 

iijjjsrR.\Ti:i) 


CALCUTTA 

THACKER, SPINK & CO. (1933) LTD. 

1944 



Published in 1944 



Two .Volumes Rupees Eight 

( Vol. 1 Es. O/-. Vol. 11 Ks. .5/- s<?i)arately ) 


COPYRIGHT INCLITDING RIGHT OF TRANST.ATION REGISTERED AND RESERVED. 

No part or portion of the book may be reproduced without 
application to the Publishers. 



FOREWORD 


BY 

A. J. Macdonald, b.sc., b.sc. (A^ni.), n.d.a. 

Officer-in-Chargc , Poultry Research Section, Imperial 
Veterinary Research Institute, Izatnanar , U. P. 

Fowls arc more' widely distributed than any other class of 
domesticated animal. Though they have been domesticated for 
several thousands of years, it is e^nly during the present century 
that poultry -keeping has become suc h an important and highly 
specialized industr\L The recent rapid developments in the 
industry arc due to a number of factors, fi) The modern 
demand for highly palatable and nutritive foods, such as poultry 
meat and eggs. (2) Improvenuaits in transport and storage 
which hav(^ rendeied it possible for jxuiltry products to be 
transported over long distances from j^roducing to consuming 
areas. (3) Discoveries by rearch workers which facilitate the 
hatching and rearing of large numbers of birds at all seasons of 
the year. (4) By selective breeding fowls hiwc been made more 
efficient utilisers of ('crc'als and their by-products. 

India, though it is the original home of the wild jungle 
fowl from which all our modern breeds of poultry have sprung, 
has until very recentty given little attention to developing nts 
poultry industry, though a few individuals try to keep fowls on 
modern lines. The majority of the fowl population is kept 
under very primitive ( onditions of housing, feeding and manage- 
ment. Further, as little attention has been devoted to selective 
breeding, the majority of the birds are unconomic both as meat 
and egg producers. Owing to defective methods of production 
and marketing, poultry j>roducts iCrc normally of very poor 
quality w^hen they reach the consumer. The low quality of the 
poultry and eggs marketed, in conjunction with the ignorance 
of the general public in regard to their nutritive values, has 
resulted in low consumption and poor prices. 

Increased egg consumption in India is vc^ry essential for the 
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welfare of the population in many parts, but more especially 
in the ricc-consurning areas, the diet is very deficient 
in proteins and vitamins. Recent work at the Imperial 
Veterinary Research Institute has demonstrated the high bio- 
logical value of eggs and their value in supplementing defective 
human diets. The scope for increasing and improving the 
production of poultry products in India is enormous for the 
average annual ( onsumption of eggs per head of population is 
only eight, whereas the generally accepted figure for well-fed 
communities is one egg per person per day. l^'urther, as India 
has cheap raw products for feeding fowls, the industry could, 
if organised, build up a lucrative export trade to countries less 
favourably situated as regards production. 

It is pleasing to note that in R'cent yeiirs much more atten- 
tion has been devoted by the Central (iovernment, the Provinces 
and the States to improving poultry-keeping in all parts of the 
country. In addition to the Central Poultry Institute attached 
to th(' Imperial Veterinary Research Institute, Izatnagar, prac- 
tically all the provinces and states have established one or more 
poultry farms cither as distributing or educational centres. The 
valuable pioneer work of various missionary bodies in improv- 
ing the jioultry industry also requires special mention. 

The dissemination of improved stock is one of the firsl 
essentials for improving the industry. Lack of large nnmlK^rr 
of good stock is however at present a major factor in holdint: 
up development work. The scarcity of good stock is in nc 
small measure due to lack of knowledge in regard to how tr 
keep birds and the presence of a number of very deadl} 
contagious diseases. Though we now have means of controlling 
diseases such as fowl pox, tick fever and fowl cholera, tht 
general public has been slow to use the proper control methods 
Though no control measures in regard to the dreaded Ranikhe 
disease have yet been marked the position in regard to contro 
is now very hopeful for research work is sufficiently advancer 
to predict that a reliable vaccine will soon be issued. 

The dissemination of up-to-date knowledge on all aspect, 
of production is vital for the welfare' of the industry. Af 
India has few modern books on ix)ultry-kecping and as th( 
methods of production advocated by writers in other countric: 
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arc unsuited for Indian ('onditions, contributions of form of 
acknowledged experts are e^xtrcmely valuable. Mr. Slater needs 
no introduction to poultry enthusiasts in India for he has been 
breeding and exhibiting birds lor a i:)eriod of over ]o years. His 
intimate knowledge of poultry farming in all its aspects renders 
liim unusually well qualified for revising and enkirging what has 
already i)roved to be a popular and useful guide to poultry- 
keepers. 
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PREFACE TO THE SEVENTH EDITION 


With the wide increase of {X)ultry-keeping in India, there is a 
growing demand for literature that deals comprehensively, and 
practically with the subject. 

Since the first edition of this book was published, ma.ny 
people from the European, Anglo-Indian and Indian com- 
munities in this country, have become interested in jioultry. 
Some of these have made a profitable business of it. Others 
have obtained great pleasure fro.m it as a hobby. More are 
taking it up every year. Caste j^rejudice is slowly breaking 
down, and in all parts of the country tx?ople are finding how 
easy it is to keep fowls profitably, if they are housed and fed 
correctly, and the diagnosis and treatment of disease under- 
stood. 

The question of contagious diseases, particularly that 
deadly complaint known in India as “ Kanikhet disease ”, and 
also ‘Spirochaetosis’ (‘‘tick fever”) always looms large in the 
mind of anyone considering keeping poultry in Ind’.a. 

A great step forward therefore was made when the Covern- 
ment of India appointed an Officcr-in-charge, Poultry Research 
Section, Imperial Veterinary Research Institute, Izatnagar, 
U. P. to study the whole problem of poultry-keeping in India. 
At the same institution is a Research Officer, Poultry Diseases. 
We may therefore confidently predict that there will be less 
ground for these fears in the future, and a careful study of the 
last chapters in this book, dealing with these two chief scourges, 
i.e., ‘‘Ranikhet” and ‘‘tick fever” will materially assist poultry- 
keepers, for to be forewarned is to be forearmed. 

Tweed’s Poultry-Keepinc. in India has been a standard 
in this country for many years. Its popularity and high reputa- 
tion have been well deserved. It would be hard to find a book 
more helpful in every way. 

Later methods of housing and feeding have made additions 
necessary. The book has been carefully revised and been 
brought up to date. 



Th(^ addition of the illustrations makes the book more 
interesting and attractive, as they give the standards up to 
which all fanciers should endeavour to breed. 

Kor a large number of our many and varied illustrations 
we CiH' indebted to the Poultry Press Ltd., for their generous 
loan of blo('ks; also for their kindness and courtesy to us in 
general. 

We trust that this revis(‘d and larger edition will provide a 
pleasant and profitable study for all who are interested in 
poultry-k(‘eping and breeding in India. 


A. E. Slater. 



PREFACE TO THE EIGHTH EDITION 

It is most gratifying to note the warm response to the last 
revised . edition brought out in 1944. Another printing is 
nccessar>^ The Publishers, Thacker, Spink & Co., have again 
honoured me by asking that I undertake this revision. 

Few changes have been made. Theie are some corrections 
and additions. One important fact stands out. Great progress 
has been made sinct* 1944 in regard to Ranikhet disease. The 
writer would ])articularly draw attention to the latter part of 
Chapter XV where how to prevent this dreaded disease is fully 
dealt with. The fact that fowls can now be successfully 
vaccinated and immunity thereby given, is a notable advance. 

There is a growing interest to-day in Poultry-Keci)ing in 
India. Many are keeping a h'w good fowls cither for pleasure 
or to provide themselvc's with eggs and meat. Many villagers 
are keeping them as a profitable cottage industry. Others are 
opening commercial jioultry farms. There are also a large 
number of Government Poultry F'arms. Some are interested in 
poultry shows. 

It is, therefore, imijortant that a working knowledge of 
how to keep and breed fowls, protect them against disease and 
cure them when sick should be spread far and wide. 

The inclusion of Tweed’s Indian Handbook on Ducks, 
Geese, Turkeys, Guinea-Fowls, Pigeons, Pea-h'owls and 
Rabbits, makes this book much more ('oinprchensive and useful. 

If the reader finds this book helpful, he or she can do much 
by bringing it to the attention of his or her friends. 

The author is indebted to the Maharaja of Ih'thapuram. for 
reading the 1944 revised edition and offering valuable sugges- 
tions and suggesting certain corrections, which have accordingly 
been made. The Maharaja is a lover and keen breeder of 
good poultry, and has also kept Bantams for more than 40 
years. 


A. E. Slathk, 



THE INDIAN POULTRY CLUB 

(Established 1910) 


The sole object of the Indian Poultty Club is to foster the 
poultry industry. It seeks to unite all those interested in keeping 
poultry and encourages the breeding and keeping of pure bred 
j)oultry and the improvement of village fowls by selection and 
grading up with pure bred cock. 
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|>er annum. Members borrowing books arc responsible for the 
cost of postage both ways and for any loss or damage that may 
be incurred. Not more tiiaii two books may be taken out at any 
orui time and all books must be returned within 30 days. 

The Indian Poultry Gazette is designed to provide information 
Oil all matters concerning poultry in India in a popular and easily 
digi’stible form. Practical advice on any poultiy subject is given 
by post and answers to certain selected (pieries are published in 
the Gazette. 

The Gazette is owned by, and is the official organ of the 
Indian Poultrj.' Club. It is published quarterly at an annual cost 
of Rs. 4/-. Specimen copies will be forwarded on receipt of 
Re. i/-. 
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POULTRY MAGAZINES AND JOURNALS 


The following I^apeis are recommended to those wishing to 
keep in touch with matters concerning poultry-keeping. It 
should be remembered, however, that while those published 
out of India arc quite reliable when describing poultry, their 
diseases and cures, yet climatic differences make their advice as 
to housing and feeding applicable only to those living in the 
hills of India. 


India 

Indian Poultry Gazelle. Edited by Ur. S. Ganapathy lycr, 
Imperial Veterinary Research Institute, Izatnagar, Bareilly, 


CiREAT Britain 

Poultry (Weeklj^). 

Poultry World (Wec'kly). 
Utility Poultry Journal. 
(Monthly). 

Poultry Club Year Book. 
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Racing Pigeon. 

Poultry Year Book. 
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Poultry Tribune. 
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SOME STANDARD BOOKS ON POULTRY 

The Illustrated Book of Poultry (latest revised edition). 

By Lewis Wright. 

The Poultry Club Standards (latest edition). By William W,; 
Broomhead. 

Poultry Breeding. By Jull. 

Poultry Production. B5 Lippincott. 

Poultry Diseases. By Berger & Oard. 

Messrs. Thacker, Spink & Co. (1933) Ltd. will be pleased 
to procure any of the above. Correspondence invited. 
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CHAPTER I 


PLEASURE AND PROFIT OF KEEPING AND 
BREEDING POULTRY 

Poultry-keepers in India can be divided into four classes. 
First, we have the person who stocks and runs a large farm for 
a living, or to augment a small income. Then, we have the 
person who keeps his poultry as a hobby, but with the idea of 
obtaining some return from it; we also have the person, who, 
for the love of the fowls themselves, and the pleasure to be 
derived from them, pursues his hobby, irrespective of what' it 
may cost him. There are also now in the country several 
Government Poultry Farms, and State Farms. 

It is a fact that poultry-kcejjing can be made a profitable 
business in India. People who give their time and labour to 
it, in the way that they would do to any other business, arc 
well repaid, for there is a growing demand for larger and better 
eggs, and a better class of poultry for the table. 

As the breeding and rearing of poultry in this country is 
almost entirely in the hands of poor and ignorant Indians, it is 
not surprising that the eggs supplied to the market are small, 
and the fowls that come to our tables, poor in quality and 
flavour. Some years must necessarily elapse, before this state 
of affairs can be appreciably altered, in spite of what is being 
done to improve matters. 

Who does not enjoy the luxury of a large, newlaid egg, 
or the meat of a fine, fat, tender fowl? Is there anything 
more delicious, or more nutritious to be obtained ? Then, why 
is it, that so few jieople will give their time and labour, towards 
the production of these things? 

Some people seem to imagine that poultry-keeping is only 
suitable for the working-man, and consequently degrading to 
their own social standing. If these people can eat and enjoy 
poultry and eggs, why should they consider it beneath their 
dignity to produce them? Any householder is justly proud of 
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a well-kept fruit or vcf^etablo garden. Can he not be equally 
jaoiid of a wcll-kc[)t fowl yard? 

In England, men and w^onien of good birth own and run 
pcLiltry farms, and find great pleasure as w^cll as profit in their 
l.Misini^ss. Hundia^ds of others keep a few fowls for their own 
use, and find an equal pleasure in their hobby. Naturally, we 
i(‘arn to love what wv work for, and whether we keep fowls 
as a l)usiness or a hobby, we soon learn to look on them as pets, 
to be cared for, and j)rovided w'ith all that is necessary to make 
them Iu‘althy and hap})y. 

It is surprising that the several Ciovcrnments in India do 
not do more to forward the poultry industry in this country. 
Bigger and bcdter c'ggs mean more nourishment to the 
consumc'r; and surely the' health of the people should be a. 
Governmcait's first coipcuti. 

It is (Micoiiraging to note however that an advance has 
Inrii mad(\ A l\)ultry Expert and Resc'arch Officer to the 
Ciovernmc'nt of India, was ai)])ointed seven years ago. Dr. S. 
('iana|)athy Iyer is Offic('r-in-Charge, Poultry Research Section, 
Indian VeU'rinary Rc'scairch Institute, Izatnagar, U. P. Poultry- 
keepers arc' advised to \asil Izatnagar, ancl to write there for 
advic'e and assistance. 

Missionary societies, too, could do a great work for good 
among their converts, by training them to run small poultry 
farms. It would be far more satisfactory for these people to 
stay on the land, and make a living there, than, as would-be 
clerks, etc., to swell the number of unemployed in the cities. 

Back to land,'' is the cry, and surely a country must profit 
by a movement such as this. This is most important as India 
needs to stress “Grow more food", and “Grow more Poultry" 
campaigns. 

There are a great many }>eople in India, who have small 
incomes, and find it difficult to maintain their families under 
the increased rate of living. To these people, a pen of good 
low'ls would, be an added source of income, “for a penny 
§aved is a penny earned " and the value of the eggs received, 
would far exceed the expense of feeding; while the work 
ot looking after the birds, could be entirely undertaken by the 
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members of the family. Children can do a great deal towards 
this, although it would not be wise to leave them without super- 
vision. Being young and enthusiastic, they do not tire of their 
work, but learn to love it more and more as they get older. 

Well-to-do parents long for good, fresh eggs to give to 
their children. These are very difficult to obtain in a country 
where the heat is so great, that the eggs are often spoiled before^ 
they are gathered. Why do not these people keej^ fowls to 
supply their needs? Surely any parent, who has his or her 
children’s welfare at heart, would not think it too much trouble 
to rise half-an-hour earlier in the morning, to feed and attend 
to a few fowls. How (weited a cliild is over a present of a 
really fresh egg! while the joy of picking one up. fresh from 
liis own pet hen, is only c'xc('lk‘d by the happiness with which 
he proceeds to cat the same egg, after it has been nic(‘ly 
prepared for him. Why do not more parents give this ])l(‘asiire 
to their children, whose little appi'tites require^ so much temjjt- 
ing, when the hot weather is slowlj/ sapping their stixuigth and 
energy ? 

Many people have failed in tlieir attempts to keep poultiy. 
Often they have blamed the country, sometimes th(y have 
blamed the fowls, but seldom have they blamed themselves ! 
What has really been the trouble? 

Fowls need attention. Reliable servants are hard to find 
and when found we discover, probably, that a former master 
or mistress has, by constant supervision, instilled in them the 
right methods to adopt. Even good servants are not infallible 
and the only wise course for a person to pursue, is to devote 
a certain time, daily, towards the feeding and care of the fowls. 

It is impossible to make a success of poultry-keeping 
unless one’s fowls are well-housed, well-fed and supplied with 
a sufficient quantity of good drinking water. Cleanliness in all 
things is essential. How can hens lay eggs when they are 
uncomfortable? How can they produce them when they are. 
ill-fed? Nothing is derived from nothing; and only by careful 
attention to these essentials can one be successful. 

For beginners, the wisest plan to adopt is to keep only one 
breed, or at the most, two. If two pens are kept, one should 
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lie. of light breed and the other of heavy breed birds, as, by this 
means, a more regular supply of eggs is obtained. Begin with 
one cock and four to six hens in a pen. Procure a copy of this 
book and read it carefully. Make a study of the breed you 
have, and do your best in caring for the birds. Your success 
will be assured. Begin in a small way, and gradually increase 
if you so dcsim. By this means, 3^011 will be prepared for any 
emergency that may arise. 

The Fascination oe Poultry-breedinc;. — There is a 
strong fascination in the breeding and rearing of poultry. Men 
and women of all classes pursue it with unbounded enthusiasm. 
Some exhibit, souk* do not. Some sell their superfluous stock 
and eggs, others never take money, but prefer to give away 
what they do not require, to friends who arc less fortunate. 
.Whatever the circumstances, seldom does a fancier give it up 
entirely. The fascination is a strong and lasting one. Even 
in old age will men and women talk proudly of the birds that 
they have owned and kept. 

What is the secn^t of this fascination ? 

Decidedly, the greatest factor of all is the beauty of the 
fowls. Many and varied as the breeds are, they find their 
several admirers. One jx^rson favours a highly-coloured fowl; 
another enjoys the sight of a pure-white bird, with its contrast- 
ing red comb and wattles; while still another admires the 
beautiful shecTi on a black one. Fancy breeds with their long 
graceful tails, topknots, or other characteristics, call forth 
exclamations of delight from even the old stagers. The larger 
the bird, the more it appeals to one jx^rson; while the quick, 
active movements of the light breeds, fascinate another. 

Even the combs ajid legs of the birds have their own 
particular fanciers, for while the straight, upright comb appeals 
to most of us, the fancy combs of the Wj-andottes, Buttercups,, 
etc., still have their supporters. 

Never are we at a standstill, and the steady, systematic 
crossing anci developing of the breeds we have at present, will 
.result in new and greater beauties, to gladden the hearts of all 
poultiy^-lovers. 

Another of the secrets of this fascination is to be found in 
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the love for living things. A child loves its doll, but if it is 
given a kitten or puppy — something that is alive — it quickly 
transfers its affection to the living creatuix?. Men are but 
grown-up children after all, and this feeling survives, even in 
the adult. We never outgrow it; we may change the object of 
our affection, but the love for living things still abides. So, in 
the life of the poultry -yard, from the little ball of down with 
beady eyes which emerges from the egg, to the fully-developed 
fowl, pleasure is found. The ways of these feathered dejxmd- 
ants, the courage and gallantry of the cocks, the motherly 
instincts of the hens and the i)erky inquisitiveness of the 
chickens afford a pure and healthy pleasure. The varied 
language of the ix)ultry-yard is a study in itself, and one can 
see how delightful an essay may be written on it by reading 
Gilbert White's Natural History of Sclbornc. Then, too, the 
growth of the chicken from the time it is hatching until it 
assumes the toga virilis, the varying changes in size, shape and 
coloration, afford a perennial charm. 

Still another of the secrets of this fascination, which has a 
stronger hold upon the more intellectual breeders, is the oppor- 
tunity to study the laws of life. The great problems of biology 
are helped in their solution by the student who breeds jx^ultry. 
The beginning and progress of life in the egg; the relation of 
growth to food and other elements; the laws of variation and 
heredity, the effects of inbreeding and outbreeding, all find 
illustration in this pursuit. 

The development of different breeds, whether derived from 
some common ancestor, or the result of many special creations, 
can be studied to great advantage in the poultry-yard. Indeed, 
it is not extravagant to say that there are few, if any, better 
fields for such investigations; and the more thoughtful and 
observant of breeders are almost necessarily led into the consi- 
deration of these great questions. Some of these questions 
intrude themselves upon the attention of every breeder, even 
the least thoughtful and observant, for his breeding operations 
cannot be carried on successfully without at least a superficial 
knowledge of these particular laws of life. In this way every 
breeder becomes, in some degree, a student of biology, and 
finds in this study an intellectual pleasure and benefit. The 
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beauty of it all is that, unlike so much human knowledge, this 
knowledge comes by a royal and easy road. There are no 
l)urnings of the midnight oil, no aches of the weary brain, only 
the simple joy of outdoor observation. 

All tlKise things combine to produce this wonderful fascina- 
tion, but probably the greatest factor of all consists in the power 
that man finds himself able to exercise over these lives, in 
moulding them to his will. This one cause, alone, would be 
an ample explanation of the fascination of poultry-breeding. 
Fowls jiossess a constitution of wonderful plasticity. As the 
variations appear from year to year in breeds, either through 
the natural tendency to vary, or through that tendency 
multijilied by the matings made by man, the breeder seizes 
upon such as suit his purposes, and thus modifies, improves, 
('hanges and transforms the diverse characteristics of his flocks, 
as his aim and purpose may be. Old breeds are improved, 
new bre(?ds are cn'ated. Man is here exercising a power that 
seems to him to be somewhat akin, however far removed in 
degree, to the' cr(‘ative jiower of his Maker. The exercise of 
this power gives him a sense of his greatness, as compared to 
the lower orders of creation; and assures him of his own 
importance in the workings of this great universe of ours. Such 
are some of th(' causes which help to explain the great fascination 
of jx)ultry-keej)ing, a fascination which seems never to lose 
its power over the man who has once fallen under its influence. 
C'icumstances may compel him to give up breeding fowls, but 
the contemplation of th('ir charms, the study of the laws of 
lite, and the admiration for the work of the most skilful breeders 
remain. These are a j>resent possession that nothing can divest 
him of. In sickness or health, in poverty or wealth; amid the 
cares of a busy lifi-; shut in by brick and stone walls, where 
fowls are never seem, he still can enjoy the remembrance of 
the fowls he had bred, and the knowledge he has attained. 

Begin in a sm^vll way. — Success or failure with poultry, 
depends upon the poultryman himself. There are good oppor- 
tunities ot making money with poultry, and many ways of 
saving money by judicious arrangements and close attention 
to details, but lor a beginner to suppose that, because he is 
provided with a cH'itain amount of money and can secure a 
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likely-looking place for business, success is certain, is a mistake 
that may result in disappointment. Although at first matters 
may seem easy, the undertaking may sooner or later end in a 
very sad awakening to the reality of a hopeless failure. We 
often buy our experience dearly, and for this reason it is bettei 
for us to gain our experience before launching out into the deep 
and risking our all on untried waters. As an adjunct to a 
business that does pay, poultry-keeping could be begun on 
small lines and gradually increased, until it becomes more and 
more profitable and later on becomes an all-sufficient and 
exclusive business. Make haste slowly, and do not expect to 
learn in a few months what has taken other men years of hard 
work and experience to attain. It is by far the best to make 
up your mind which particular breed of fowls will best suit 
your requirements, and keep only to that breed until you have 
made a success of it. Then another breed might be tried and 
so on until one is satisfied that the best possible results are being 
obtained. 

Women and Poultry-keeping. — It is an accepted fact in 
most parts of the world, that women make the best poultry- 
keepers. One reason for this is their attention to detail. This 
is a most important factor in poultry-keeping, as in other busi- 
nesses. There are hundreds of ways of saving or wasting 
money in and around a poultry farm or yard. Usually a 
woman has more time at her disposal than a man, and can see 
to the proper feeding of the fowls, the cleansing of the various 
utensils, and the necessary sweeping and tidying. It is not 
necessary for a woman to spend her whole day in the hen-house; 
nor is it necessary for her to undertake duties that are distasteful 
to her. In India, servants are easily obtained, and with over- 
sight and proper instruction they can bo directed to care for 
the fowls in the proper way. Half-an-hour out-of-doors in the 
early morning would be sufficient for the ordinary poultry-yard 
to be tidied; the birds fed and watered; and everything left 
ready for the day. Children also would benefit from the interest 
that would be aroused in them, by the care of these living crea- 
tures. Fowls need kind treatment, and women and children 
are more ready with their kindnesses, as a rule, than men. 
Perhaps this is because they have more vivid imaginations. It 
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needs a woman's imagination to realise what a bird must be 
feeling like on a hot day without a cold drink; or on a bitterly 
cold night without sufficient protection from the biting wind. 
Again, the sight of a nest full of soft fluffy chickens w’ill always 
arose the mothcT instinct in a woman’s heart; and a fellow- 
feeling for tlie hen-mother in her w'atchful care of her helpless 
little ones, will stimulate her to do all she can to make the little 
family hapi)y and comfortable. 



CHAPTER II 

THE GROUND SUITED FOR POULTRY-REARING 

Soil. — Poultry can be kept with varied success all over 
India, but any portion of the country where the soil is sandy, 
gravelly, and abounding in kunkar, with a good proportion of 
lime or chalk in it, and with a natural drainage, is admirably 
adapted to the rearing of fowls, esi>ecially so wliere the r;iinfall 
is not excessive. The more elevated, porous, and well-drained 
the soil is, the better. Stony ground, however, is bad for fowls 
as it hurts their feet and causes bumble-foot. The heavier the 
soil is, and the more it retains moisture, the worse will it be 
for the fowls that have to stay on it. Marshy, dirty, or badly- 
drained grounds arc fatal to fowls. The side of a hill with a 
south or south-east aspect makes an ideal poultry-run. 

Shelter. — Poultry must be sheltered from the sharp, cold, 
north and east wnds, and from heavy rain. If they are allowed 
to walk about in water and puddle, or be chilled by the cold 
winds, they will not thrive. During the cold weather and rains 
the north of the shed must be kept closed, and movable screens 
put upon the west and east to protect from the cold and rains 
at night. 

Shade. — Poultry need to be protected from the midday 
sun, and the hot winds during the hot season. There should 
be a shed and a number of large shrubs and trees for shade to 
protect the fowls from the heat. During the hot weather the 
west side of the house and shed should be closed during the 
day and opened at night. The south and east are the coolest 
during the hot season, and should be kept open. A large 
number of birds are killed by the heat. Unless stifficient shade 
is provided for the birds, they will suffer and die. 

The best trees for shade are the Mango, Jack, Nim, Orange, 
Lime, Pumalo, Lichee, Mulberry, Star-apple, Rose-apple, and 
Jamon. Where there are no trees, some should be planted 
immediately. The Mango grafts. Lichee, and Jack should be 
planted thirty feet apart. The Pumalo, Orange, Mulberry, 
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.JJint;, and Nini should b(! jdantcd only fifteen feet apart. It 
is a good plan to plant clumps of Hibiscus or Plantain four feet 
apart, on the four sides of the yard. On the hills there should 
be trees enough to give sktter to the birds. The bare side of 
the hill is most unsuitable for poultiyo 

JTuit-gniwing and poultry-keeping make an ideal and 
jaolitable combination. 

Until the trees and shrubs grow sufficient^ large to afford 
enough shade', some otlier plan must be adopted to provide 

PLAN ()!• MODEL J'OUI.TKV-I lOUsl', AND RUN. 


I'owl-liniise Si 

ratching shed 

Si ratching shed 1 'owl-house 

lo' X 1 o' X <S' 

lo' 1 y S' 

lo' < f 3' y iS' lo' X I o' X 8' 

D. D 


D. D. 

■A 


7 

0 


5 




^ V? 


^ '»o 







c 


c 








ITc. I. 

II tor a numln'r of fowls, th(‘ runs sht^iiUl bo increased 

accordingly. Ihr houses and sheds wt>uld supply sufticient accommodation for 
at h .ist .p) towls in all, hut it would he advisable to double the' runs for the 
.siiiK' number, if possible. 

I lie gaTvani/ed iron at the bottom of the fe^re is sunk six inches into the 
ground, to ensure against rats, .\bove the iron i.s a strip of half-inch mesh 
wire netting. to guanl against snakes and the destructive mongoo.se. Two- 
iiu h mesh w ire-netting ctunpletes a mo.st practical and serviceable fence, which 
should rtach a height of at least six feet six inches. 


GROUND SUITED FOR POULTRY-REARING 


II 


shade for the birds. A shed, from ten to fifteen feet square, 
made of bamboo and straw, and raised on bamboo posts three 
feet from the ground, should be made in a convenient and high 
part of the run. The posts should be put a foot-and-a-half into 
the ground, and there should be a good thick layer of straw 
on the shed. This shed is best placed on the east of the poultry- 
house. The ground under the shed should hi' raised and 
properly drained. In a large run a number of small sheds 
should be made. 

Where it is not possible to erect a shed in this way, a 
good plan is to have an “all metal” house (see Fig. .^8A), and 
raise it on small stone pillars, about two feet from the ground. 
The ground beneath the house should be raised a few inches to- 
ensure good drainage. This takes the place of the more elaborate 
shed, in a run where it is necessary to conserve space. 



CHAPTER III 

FOWL-HOUSE, SHED AND YARD 

Spac.k. — lv)vvls can bo kept on the intensive system in the 
hills of India, but it is not advisable to try this in the plains. 
Then^, they nc^ed a run of some sort, as much for the fresher 
and cooler air to be had in the early morning and late afternoon, 
as for the exercise to be obtained. They must never be crowded 
und(‘r any ('ircunistances; nor must they be kept in close con- 
finement. The more space allowed them, the better. It is true 
that fowls may b(‘ confined and kept under the battery'' 
system. If table (iggs alone arc required this may be done and 
the birds remain healtiiy. Breeding stock however should not 
be closely confinc^d, as, if so, the hatchability of their eggs will 
be much weakened. 

The House. -Each adult fowl requires at least twenty-five 
cubic f(‘el of space. A house six feet long, five feet wide and 
five feet high, will accommodate six birds comfortably. To 
crowd any more into a space like this would be to sacrifice the 
health and happinc^ss of the birds, and hinder the production 
•of eggs. 

The Shed . — There ought always to be an open shed or 
verandah attached to the fowl-house to serve as a shelter for 
the birds from rain and the midday sun. The shed should be, 
if possible, as wide and twice as long the house, but if it be of 
the same size, it will be sufficient. 

The Yard. -This must be left to the convenience of the 
])oultry-breedcr. Sometimes it is impossible to have a large 
run. In such a case a small one wall answer the purpose, 
provided thc^ birds are supplied with a good scratching litter 
in the shed; ]>lenty of green food; animal food in some form 
or other; grit and lime. 

Perhaps the ideal plan for the small breeder is to give his 
^ birds the niii of his compound, whenever possible. They will 
find all th.ese necessaries for themselves and will be healthier 
.and happier, as it is more natural for them. 
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Where this is not possible, as large a run as is convenient 
should be provided. About a hundred square feet per bird is 
quite satisfactory, but twice that amount is better. Some breeds 
of fowls are quarrelsome, and unless sufficient room for roam- 
ing is provided the more energetic of them will worry the 
weaker and smaller ones, and deprive them of their food. They 
have even been known to peck them, resulting in the vice of 
feather-eating until the poor unfortunate birds have had to be 
destroyed. 

For a pen of six birds and a house similar to that mentioned 
above, a run measuring forty feet by thirty feet is recommended,, 
as that would give the birds ample room to spread themselves 
over the grass, without coming into too close contact with each 
other. 

Construction. — ^The fowl-house should be built of either 
metal (see Fig. 38A), or brick, or wood. If of brick, it must 
be made smooth and whitewashed with lime both inside and 
out; if of wood, the interior should be painted with a mixture 
of seven parts kerosene oil and one part tar, and the outside 
painted first with kerosene oil and then with white paint or 
whitewashed with lime. Never put tar on the top or outside 
of a wooden house; it will make the house terribly hot. The 
best house of all is an "all-metal” one. 

A serious objection to mud walls is that they are convenient 
for rats to make holes in, and for snakes to lodge in, and 
invariably harbour ticks. 

The house ought always to open to the south. During 
cold nights the house should be closed on the north, east and 
west, opening only on the south, but during the hot weather 
and rains the west and east should be kept open also. 

The size of the house will, of course, depend on the number 
of fowls to be kept. It is advisable to have several small 
houses rather than one large one, as in case of an epidemic 
breaking out, the only chance of saving at least part of the 
stock is to be able to prevent any communication between the 
different sets of birds. No house for the amateur poultry 
keeper should be more than twenty feet long and six feet wide 
or ten feet by twelve feet and six to eight feet in height. This- 




between each house and scratching mici t*) ;dlo\v ihc biais to go in to lay. Windows on 
the south and north cause a current of air and cn'urr a ci-ol house. Care must be taken to 
make these high enough from the grountl. so that the birds will not be directly in the 
draught at night. The glass windows must be cI(').M‘d in wet or verv cold weather. A tube- 
well supplies good pure water. 
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will hold about thirty fowls. Those keeping poultry on 
a commercial scale need of course larger houses. 

Roof , — The roof of the house may be made of either 
corrugated iron sheets, piicca work, thatch or wood. Other 
materials also give good service, such as Malthoid Roofing, 
Italit, etc. Italit is the most convenient as it does not need 
another roof to support it. There should be no open space 
between the roof and walls for cats, rats or snakes to get in by. 
If corrugated iron be used for roofing, a good layer of thatch 
01 mortar could be put over it. 

Ventilaiion . — If built of brick the south side of the house 
ought to be enclosed with half-inch mesh wire-netting; on the* 
north, east and west, high up ntar the' roof, there should be 
some openings, twelve inches by six inches, co\'ered wath the 
same kind of wire-netting. This w'ill afford perfc'ct ventilation 
at all seasons, and th(' house will not be too warm in the hot, or 
too cold in the cold season. 



Rhode Island Red Pullet. 
Fig. 3. 
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Door , — The door of the house ought to be on the south, 
and made of an angle iron frame covered with half-inch mesh 
wire-netting. The size of the door should be in proportion to 
the house, but always large enough to allow a man to conve- 
niently get through. 

Uloor , — The floor of the house ought always to be piicca^ 
well I)eat(‘n down and plastered or cemented. On the floor there 
should he coarse sand or dry earth put at least three inches deep. 
Phenyle or kerosene oil should be frequently sprinkled on the 
.sand and earth. The droppings on the sand must be removed 
every morning, and the sand changed every three weeks or a 
month. During the cold weather straw may be used on the 
floor, but straw helps to breed vermin. Before being used it 
should be stet'ped in phenyle and water and well dried. It 
must be frecjuently changed. 

Perch . — Inside of the house, eighteen inches from the wall, 
running parallel to the walls, there should be tick-proof perches 
(see Ch. XIV) (to protect the birds against their worst enemy 
— the tick,) twelve or eighteiTi inches from the ground, llie 
perches should be made of good strong wood, three inches in 
width, rounded off at the edges. 

Laying; Nests . — Earthen gmnlas, eighteen inches in diameter 
e.nd nine inhees deep, should be placed in the corners of the 
house for the hens to lay in. One gumla will do for three hens. 
Dry ashes, sand or sifted earth should be put six inches deep 
in the giimla. Unless laying nests are provided, the hens will 
lay on the ground or in some place where the eggs are apt to 
get broken or be stolen. By using a gumla and ashes instead 
of a box and straw you will prevent vermin. Put some flowers 
of sulphur or tobacco leaf-stock with the ashes. 

Shed . — During the rains, fowls will not thrive if they arc 
confined entirely to the house; or allowed to constantly walk 
about in the wet and damp. A shed must be attached to the 
house; the east and west sides closed up with wire-netting, the 
north leading into the house, and the south enclosed with wire- 
netting and a door in the centre. 

If desired, the shed may be placed to the east or west in a 
line with the house. The roof of the shed should be either 
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corrugated iron sheets, pucca, wood or thatch, attached to the 
house and sloped down to the south or west. The floor of the 
shed may be plain mud, covered over with a good three inches 
of fine gravel or broken bricks and old plastering. The door 
of the shed on the south ought to open into the yard. 

Ihe gravel on the shed floor must be changed every month 
or two, and the earth dug up a foot or two deep and turned 
over once in six months. 

On the floor of the shed put several inches of good scratch- 
ing litter. Feed the grain into this litter regularly, as by 
scratching for their food in this way, the fowls will get the 
exercise that they need to make them lay, and keep them 
healthy. 



Rhode Island” Red Cockerel. 
Pig. 4. 


Cut straw (bhoosa) makes quite a good scratching litter. 
Dry leaves are also good, and are, generally, easily obtained. 
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The litter should never be less than four inches deep and six 
inches is better. 

Dust bath . — A gumla or a hole in the ground, two feet in 
diameter, should be filled with dry, clean, sifted earth or ashes 
and placed in the shed on the east side. This gumla should be 
continually refilled. Flowers of sulphur should be added to 
the ashes, also some dry coarse tobacco leaves. Coal ashes or 
cowdung cake ashes should be used. 

Lime . — A small gumla filled with broken old sand plaster- 
ing, old lime and mortar, or pounded bricks, slaked lime and 
flint grit, should be placed in the shed on the west side. 

Instead of this, a box or gumla of coarse shell grit can be 
kept in the house or shed. This supplies the necessary grit, 
and the lime that is so essential to the formation of the egg-shell. 

Yard . — ^'fhe yard should be enclosed with one-aiid-a-half or 
two-inch mesh wire-netting. The height of the fencing will 
depend upon the size and breed of, the fowls. The Brahma, 
Langshan, Plymouth Rock, Orpington and Cochin and other 
heavy breeds, will need fences only five feet high; Game, 
Wyandotte and Chittagong six feet high; and smaller breeds, 
from six to ten feet. It is preferable to make the fence only 
six feet high and cover the top of the enclosure with two- 
inch mesh wire-netting but this is rather expensive. There 
ought to be plenty of green grass on the yard. Every six 
months at least, half the ground in the yard should be properly 
dug up and turned over, and some kind of grain, such as wheat, 
mustard, sunflower, etc., sown on it. The best time to dig up 
the yard is after the rains. If done before the rains, the ground 
must be well raised and properly beaten down, or else it will 
become soft and retain water. Do not disturb the soil during 
the rains. When only one breed is kept, and there is a wall 
or fence round the compound of the house, there is no need for 
an enclosed run; the fowls may be allowed the freedom of the 
compound. Fowls thrive well and lay better when allowed a 
free and large range. Hens allowed perfect liberty lay more 
eggs than do hens confined in small runs. The eggs of fowls 
bn free range hatch better than do eggs of fowls confined in 
small runs. These facts should always be borne in mind when 
making a poultry-yard. 
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If th& soil in the yard is unsuitable for poultry, the follow- 
ing method should be adopted to improve it: — Dig out the 
ground about six inches deep and throw twelve inches deep of 
sand, kunkar, old mortar and plastering and lime over the 
earth, mix properly, beat down and level so that no water can 
lodge on it. Coal ashes are very good to put down on the 
ground. They should be mixed with the kunkar and plaster- 
ing. The ground must be properly rolled and grass allowed to 
grow on it. Fowls will thrive in such a yard if it is properly 
drained. 

Never allow decayed vegetable matter, cowdung, horse- 
dung, etc., to remain in the poultry-yard. Dirt and filth of any 
kind are a fruitful source of disease, and will work havoc 
among the poultry. No decomposed matter or excrements of 
any kind should be allowed to remain where the poultry are. 

Li^ht . — Light is just as essential to the well-being of poultry 
as is fresh air. The fowl-house must never be built in a dark. 
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l^loomy comer, or on the north or east side of another build- 
ing. Plenty of sunshine is absolutely necessary; without it 
fowls will take cold, become mopish, and die. 

Water-vessels . — A vessel with clean and fresh water ought 
to be placed in the yard or near the shed door. Always keep 
the water in the shade. If allowed to remain in the sun, it will 
become hot and will prove injurious to the birds. Sun-warmed 
water may cause cholera in fowls. 

Trap-door . — A small trap-door, twelve inches high and ten 
inches wide, should be attached to the door of the fowl-house. 
The door can be kept locked, but the trap-door must be left open 
during the day to allow the hens access to the laying nests. 
The door of the shed opening into the yard should be kept 
])artly open during the day when the weather is fair. One has. 
to guard against servants and crows, and also dogs and rats, 
stealing eggs from the nest. 

For peo])le who have not the means or room to make a 
f>roper fowl-house, the following method can be adopted. 
Make a bo.x six feet long, four feet wide and four feet high,, 
enclosed on four sides with board; the top and front being 
covered with half-inch mesh wire-netting. The top must be 
fixed with hinges, to lift like the lid of a box. The front must 
have a door about a foot square, made of wood and wire- 
netting, to let the birds in and out. In the centre, six inches, 
from the bottom, a tick-proof perch must be run, from the back 
of the box to within a foot from the front. 

This box is placed in a shed, or back verandah. It holds 
a cock and four to six hens, and is quite safe from cats, rats- 
and jackals. 

The box must be kept veiy clean, and have a good layer 
of sand or oarjh on the wooden bottom. It must be swept 
every day, and the box and perch frequently painted with a 
mixtUK^ of kerosene oil and tar. 

Beware of ticks with this kind of a house. 

The fowls are kept in the box at night and let out in the- 
compound or yard during the day. An earthen gumla, filled 
with ashes, is placed in one comer of the box during the day 
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for the birds to lay in, and the small door is kept open to allow 
them to get in. 

Cleanliness. — Cleanliness is an absolute necessity. The 
house and shed must be swept every day, and every particle 
of the droppings removed. The yard, also, must be kept 
thoroughly clean, and nothing offensive allowed to remain. 

The water-vessels must be thoroughly scrubbed daily and 
the water changed twice a day. 

At all seasons of the year, but especially during the rains, 
vermin breed rapidly in a fowl-house. The gumlas, perches 
and all the woodwork must be frequently cleaned and painted 
over with a mixture of kerosene oil and tar, or washed with a 
•strong solution of phenylc. 

The sand on the floor of the house and the gravel on the 
shed-floor must be changed as directed above. The ground in 
the shed and yard should be dug up and turned over twice a 
year. 

The food and water rnust be good and clean. 

The walls inside of the house and shed should be painted 
with kerosene oil or whitewashed with quick-lime and carbolic 
acid every two or three months. 

Rats. — Rats are a great nuisance in a fowl-house. If they 
are allowed to get into the house, they will cause irreparable 
damage. They have been known to steal eggs and chickens, 
and kill fowls four or six months old. Besides that, they carry 
disease into a fowl-house. If the walls and flooring of the 
house be made of good pucca bricks and concrete, the rats will 
not give much trouble, but there is no way of keeping them out 
of a house made of mud or mats (the writer does not recommend 
such houses), unless the following plan be adopted: — Lay 
down half-inch mesh wire-netting on the floor, and run the wire- 
netting up the sides of the wall for about three feet. Over the 
M^ire-netting on the floor place four inches of dry sifted earth or 
sand, and put some cowdung and earth-plaster over the wire- 
netting on the sides of the wall. Corrugated-iron sheets may 
be used instead of wire-netting. By this means rats can 
be most effectually kept out of the house. 

Another good way of making a rat-proof flooring is this.'l 
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dig up the earth to a depth of twelve inches, remove all the 
earth and fill in the space to a depth of six inches with sand or 
coal cinders, pour in a lot of water and ram it down, over the 
sand or cinders put broken stone or rock and mix with pitch 
or asphalt, and ram down until you get a firm smooth surface. 
No rat will get through this. The stone or rock should be 


PLAN OF POULTRY-HOUSE AND SHED 



SCALE. 
Fig. 6. 

A A Roosting and laying-houses (lo' x lo'). 
•B. B Fenced-in covered shed (io'x2o'), 

C C Shed and run for sitting-hens. 

DD Grass runs. (For 30 fowls, 100' x 30'). 


a a Nests. 
b b Perches. 
c c Trap-dors. 
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broken into pieces not larger than twb-and-a-hiSIf ' inches in 
diameter. 

Broken glass can also be spread on • thfe floor of the house ' 
before putting down the broken brick to itlake a pucca floor. 
This is most effective, as no rat can possibly burrow through 
glass that cuts its nose. 

It is no use trying to get rid of rats by pbisoning them. The 
fowls will get at the poisoned food or dead rate and insects, and 
die from the effects. The hest thing is to' catch the rats in 
traps and drown them. 

Snakes. — Another enemy to guard against is the snake. 
Snakes get into the fowl-house through the rats’' holes. 
A cobra in a fowl-house mil kill half a dozen fowls in a few 
minutes, and perhaps cause a loss of hundreds of rupees. The 
only way to keep snakes out of the house is to keep out the 
rats. It is easy enough to keep rats and snakes out of the fowl- 
house, but it is almost impossible to keep the runs and yards 
free from them. If large snakes get into the run and the fowls 
attack them, the snakes will turn on the fowls and bite them. 
As a rule, fowls will not attack large snakes, but will kill and 
eat small snakes. If the little snake happens to be a cobra, 
herait or Russel’s viper and bites the fowl, the bird will die, A 
fine large game hen was found dead near the door of her house ,' 
on examination, it was discovered tliat she had been bitten by 
a snake. Her crop was very distended, and on being opened 
a cobra thirteen inches long was found in it. She had attacked 
the cobra, killed and swallowed it, but the cobra had bitten 
her in the fight. The only way to keep snakes out of a run or 
yard is to constantly fill up the holes in the runs and clear away 
all the jungle and long grass. If some coal tar is poured into 
the holes and the mouth of the holes closed with bricks, rats 
and snakes will not get into them. 



CHAPTER IV 

FOOD 

The fowls’ food is one of the things that need the most 
careful attention. Any neglect or mistake in this matter is sure 
to cause serious loss. 

Quality of Food.- -The quality of the food must be the 
best. It is no economy to feed on damaged grain and meal, 
or rotten meat potatoes and vegetables. Bad food will 
engender disease. 

Of all grain wheat is certainly the best for poultry. 

The grain, whole or coarsely ground, and the coarse atta 
and bran are most excellent food for both young and full- 
grown fowls. 

Barley is also good, but fowls in India do not readily eat 
the whole grain; it should be ground into meal and mixed with 
wheat meal and skimmed-milk or butter-milk. Sprouted 
barley is also very good and very palatable. 

Oats, beans, i>eas and gram are all very good for 
poultry. 

These grains should be crushed before they are given. 
The oats should be steeped and properly hulled before they are 
given to the birds. 

Indian-corn (makka) is very fattening, and must not be 
given exclusively, or very often to poultry kept for breeding, or 
to growing birds, but it is vciy good for fattening fowls. 

Rice has the least value of all grain. It has only seven 
per cent, of flesh-forming substance and a mere trace of bone- 
making substance. It must not be given to young and growing 
birds or to breeding stock, except in small quantities during 
hot weather, and then alternated with wheat, barley or oats. 
Paddy is very much better than rice, and is good for the birds 
iq the hot weather. 

Boiled rice is good for sick fowls and weak chickens. 
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Skimmed-milk, butter-milk, and curds {dahi) are excellent 
for fowls, and should be given mixed with ground wheat and 
barley. 

It has long been known that butter-milk is one of the best 
drinks for invalids and in fact for the average person, but very 
many who are interested in poultry never seem to realise its 
value as a drink or food for poultry. Butter-milk contains 
about the proper amount of lactic acid necessary to induce 
perfect digestion. It may also take the place of meat to a 
great extent. It keeps the fowls in a laxative condition, and at 
the same time furnishes considerable valuable, readily digested 
food. In preference give it to them in vessels, but if soft food 
is given them, butter-milk may be used instead of water to 
mix it with. The fowls are very fond of it, and it has proved 
as valuable for the hens to induce egg-laying as for the chicks 
which are making flesh, bone, muscle and feathers at one and 
the same time and which need a varied diet of the most nourish- 
ing foods. It makes the fowls plump and the flesh light- 
coloured, tender and juicy. As it has proved to be such a 
great aid to digestion, it is not more than could be expected 
that fowls which have access to butter-milk arc less subject to 
cholera or diarrhoea, and this has through years of experience 
proved to be so. 

Skimmed-milk is an excellent food and drink for young 
chicks, and it may be given them freely at all hours, the only 
thing necessary being that the vessels in which it is supplied 
should be kept clean by frequent scouring. 

Potatoes are good for fattening fowls, but should be given 
very sparingly to laying hens. When given to laying hens or 
growing stock, potatoes should be thoroughly boiled in their 
skins, then properly mashed and mixed with equal part of 
wheat-bran. 

Fowls need some animal food to supply the waste in their 
system. Meat of sorts should be given daily. Fresh bones, 
ground finely and mixed with meal, can be given as a substitute 
for meat. The soup bones chopped up are good. All refuse 
food, such as scraps of meat, bread-crusts, potatoes, vegetable, 
rice, dull, curry, etc., from the table and kitchen, should be 
gathered together, cut up fine and given to poultry. 



26 


POULTRY-KEEPING IN INDIA 


Green-food is an absolute necessity. Fresh tender grass, 
onions, garlic, cabbage, lettuce, lucerne (alfalfa) are excellent. 
Nothing tends more to keep fowls in health and good condition. 
The lack of it will injuriously affect the birds and cause the 
eggs to be poor in quality. 

Raw vegetables (chopped fine) are palatable and very 
good. They provide vitamins and mineral salts. Turnips, 
carrots, pumkins, onions, beetroot, radish are all good. Boiled 
vegetables usually form part of the moist mash, but if raw 
vegetables can bo given along with green food at noon, it will 
help to keep the fowls healthy. 

All green-food should be given uncooked. It can be cut 
up very finely and mixed with bran and alia to form a mash, 
or it can be placed in racks made of wood or tin for the birds 
to pick at. Cabbages and lettuces can be hung from the roof 
by a string, just high enough from the ground for the birds to 
jump for. About feet is a good height. 

Hemp seed, mustard seed and linseed given occasionally in 
small quantities during the cold season, rains and moulting 
time arc very beneficial, especially to growing birds. 

Never feed poultry entirely on paddy and rice, or they will 
not thrive. If large well-grown birds are wanted, they must 
not be fed, only, on such food. It may be given to Bantams 
when the object is diminutive size. The village moorgi has" 
nothing better than paddy, and that is one of the reasons why 
they are so inferior in size. If paddy be used as an article of 
food, it should be alternated with good sound wheat, gram and 
animal food. Every second meal should be wheat or gram, 
and some meat should be given daily. 

Change of F6od. — ^The food needs to be changed at the 
seasons of the year. During the cold weather fowls need more 
heat-producing and stimulating food — such as barley, oats, 
gram, peas, nieat, etc. During the hot weather the birds need 
cooling food, such as w'heat, paddy, butter-milk, arid plenty of 
vegetable. It is best to give very Httle meat during the hot 
weather. During the rains, from the end of June to the end 
of September, especially when the birds are in moult, they need 
to be very carefully fed. Wheat, paddy, barley, gram, a small 
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quantity of meat, onions, and some tonic in the food or water 
should be given, and plenty of vegetable. 

Quantity of Food. — It is no economy to starve poultry. 
They need an ample and regular supply of adequate food. It 
is also injurious to overfeed them. Overfed fowls are subject 
to many diseases from which properly fed ones are free, and 
cease to lay before the proper time, or arc attacked by apoplexy 
on the nest. 

It is difficult to give a fixed scale of food. Cochins will eat 
twice as much as many other breeds, and different birds of the 
same breed often have very different capacities for food. The 
same hen will eat nearly twice as much when laying as when 
she is not laying. 

The one simple rule with adult birds is to give them as 
much as they will eat eagerly, and no more. Food must nevei 
be left about. If food is allowed to lie about, a great deal will 
be eaten in excess, and a great deal will never be eaten at all. 
Sour or dirty food will engender disease. 

The quantity of grain allowed for each fowl will depend 
upon the extent of the yard, and the quantity of scraps it 
receives from the kitchen and table, and also upon the season 
of the year. If the grass run be a large one, the fowls will 
forage for themselves and pick up a great deal of food. If the 
grass run be extensive, and there be a fair quantity of refuse 
food, then each fowl will need on an average one chittack or 
two ounces of additional food every day. If the run be small, 
and there be not sufficient scraps, then three chittacks or six 
ounces will be needed. They will not thrive on less, and more 
will be injurious. 

Then, again, the different breeds will need different quan- 
tities of food. The Cochin will eat twice as much as the Orping- 
ton or Wyandotte. The Cochin and Brahma need more than 
the other breeds. 

Watch your birds. If they are not hungry at feeding 
time, they are getting too much to eat. If you find good grain 
lying about in the scratching litter, feed a little less, until they 
are able to eat it all. Give at least half the food as grain and 
make them scratch for it. The other half can be given in the 
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form of table-scraps, wet mash, or dry mash. The latter is the 
easiest form of feeding and has this advantage i Being dry , 
the birds must drink after every few mouthfuls and so are pre- 
vented from over-feeding, if the water is placed a little way from 
the dry feed hopper. 

Frequency and Regularity of Feeding. — Fowls ought 
10 be let out of their houses into the yard a little before sunrise 
unless the grass is wet, as they enjoy the cool fresh morning air. 
On being let out, the first thing they will do is to drink water. 
Fifteen minutes after they arc let out they should be given their 
morning food. 

This should consist of one ounce for each fowl, of good 
sound grain raked into the scratching litter. Three hours later 
the dry-feed hopper should be filled and the birds will peck and 
feed at it during the day. If preferred, a wet mash can be 
given at this time — about two ounces per bird. Another feed 
of grain, similar to the morning feed should be given a little 
before sunset. 

If more convenient, the two ounces of grain can be fed in 
the morning and the wet mash in the evening. Some might 
jvrefer to give the mash in the morning and the grain before the 
birds go to roost. Either of these three methods can be adopt- 
ed, as all have proved successful. The main thing to remember 
is to be regular. The birds soon learn when to expect their 
meals and arc ready for them, if they are in good health, and 
are not being over-fed. 

Preparation of Food and Mode of Feeding. — ^The grain 
fed 'to the fowls can be varied from day to day, or it can be 
mixed and fed in that way. 

Wheat, as stated before, is by far the best grain for fowls, 
but is inclined to fatten them if fed exclusively. Broken gram, 
maize, oats or barley should be used with it. The great millet, 
sorghum (juar) is also good. A little paddy is beneficial at all 
times. 

1 hirty seers of wheat, ten seers each of paddy and broken 
gram, and -five seers each of juar, and broken maize make a 
* very good mixed grain for fowls. Oats or barley may be sub- 
stituted for the gram or maize, if these are not obtainable. This 
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mixture can be varied according to the time of the year. In 
hot weather a little more paddy and less gram and maize is 
advisable. Coarse oyster-shell grit can be added to this, in the 
proportion of five seers to every maund of grain, or the grit can 
be kept in boxes or tins where the fowls can help themselves as 
they wish. 

The mash should be composed of good wheat bran and 
alta — preferably half of each with a little linseed added. Pea- 
flour and gram-flour can also be added in small quantities. 
Fish-meal should be mixed with this about five seers to every 
maund of mash. This supplies the necessary meat for the birds 
and being easily assimilated is not so likely to cause indigestion. 
Fish-meal is becoming more known and more popular as a food 
for fowls. It is easily obtainable; easily kept; and easily given. 
It provides the birds with a good nourishing food, and increases 
the egg-production. Chickens thrive on it also, but it is better 
to start with only about half the quantity for them. This can 
be increased gradually until the birds have reached maturity. 
A little freshly-made powdered charcoal added to the food is 
very beneficial to both chickens and adult fowls. 

If the above mash is to be given wet, only enough milk or 
water should be added to make it crumbly. Mix it well with 
the fingers until the moisture is evenly distributed, and the mix- 
ture can be pressed into a ball with the hands, breaking into 
crumbs when dropped again. Wet food is positively injurious 
to fowls. If it has become too wet, dry it off with a little wheat 
bran until of the right consistency. 

Boiled carrots, turnips, pumpkins and beetroot or chopped 
lettuce and cabbage can be mixed with the wet mash. Onions 
and garlic can also be chopped fine and added. Fowls like a 
little salt in their food, but care must be taken not to give them 
too much. Dissolve the salt in water and mix well into the 
food. One teaspoonful of salt is sufficient for thirty or forty 
adult fowls. 

The mash should be placed in shallow dishes. These 
should not be allowed to remain in the run or shed for more than 
forty minutes. If the fowls have not eaten the food by that 
time, feed a little less next day. 
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The dishes should be washed as soon as they are taken ap, 
and put away for the next day. 

Water. — Fowls are thirsty creatures, and should be given 
plenty of pure drinking water. The water vessels must be 
scrubbed overnight and kept near the shed-door ready for use 
in the morning. Early in the morning before the fowls are let 
out, the vessels must be filled with water. The water must be 
changed again at 4 p.m. A few drops of Condy's fluid, E. C. 
Milton, or IJouglas' mixture should be added to the water.^ 
Never leave the water in the sun. 
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•shelled eggs. The lime must be slaked and mixed with sand 
or pounded brick, and placed in a box in the shed. Old lime- 
plastering will do very well. Oyster-shell grit supplies both 
lime and grit for the fowls and is to be highly recommended. 

Sharp Grit. — Sharp grit is absolutely necessary to the 
health of the fowl. A constant supply should be kept in the 
run near the feeding trough. The grit must be sharp. Blunt- 
edged grit will be of no use. If unobtainable, break up some 
old crockery, flint or rock with a hammer and pass the small 
pieces through a sieve. The sieve must be of one-eighth inch 
mesh. All that passes through this sieve will do well for the 
birds. 



Pair of Sii.ver-spanoled Hambiirgs. 
Fig. 8. 


Care of Cock Birds. — It sometimes happens that unless 
the cock birds are given extra food a great percentage of the 
eggs are infertile. To place a box or cage in the pen, put the 
male bird in it and feed him separately wth extra food, is only 
a few minutes' work. Another way is to feed the hens in the 
shed, but leave the cock by himself in the house and feed him 
there. Care should be taken not to get him too fat. 
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Cost of Food. — The cost of feeding fowls varies much 
according to locality, management, and the price of grain. 
Never allow the food to be wasted. Buy good food and do not 
try to keep it too long. It will go mouldy and you will be 
obliged to throw it away. 

If you trust your servants with the feeding of the fowls, 
either the food will cost about twice as much as it otherwise 
would, or the fowls will be starved. Personal care goes a great 
way in reducing the cost of keeping poultry, 

Housiw;. — The following article by “A Practical Poultry- 
man" about housing and feeding poultry will be of interest tO' 
all beginners: — 

‘‘ The ne.\t question relates to the housing of poultry. 
Birds do not need warmth so much as air. 

"Healthy hens will maintain better health when roosting, 
in the tn'(S in the most severe weather of W'inter than in faulty 
houses. It has been sometimes stated that the heat of the hen- 
house in winter is followed by tlu^ j)roduction of a larger number 
of eggs; if siich has been the case, we are quite satisfied that in 
the main the hens suffer in health. 

" The hen-house should be built facing the south and sO' 
arranged that it catches the morning sun. 

"Tight apixjars to be contrary to the ideas of the old- 
fashioned poultry-keeper, w’hereas it is the enemy of disease,, 
and si)ecially of deadly microbic life. A perfect poultry-house 
should ha\’e no wooden floor, but a floor of earth laid upon at 
least eight to ten inches of cinders, broken bricks and gravel, 
and covered with a layer of sand, which will facilitate the daily 
removal of the manure with the broom. Cleanliness should be 
the first consideration. The house should be well ventilated 
but not draughty, and the door should be of wire-netting; care 
being taken to prevent the birds being in a draught. It may 
be well whitewashed without and within; lime-wash being used, 
at least every month chiefly to keep down parasites." 

Feeding 

Ihe greatest mistake made in feeding is that too much 
grain is usually fed, and not enough animal and vegetable food. 
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It must be remembered that the “jungle fowl” from which all 
breeds and varieties of poultry have been evolved, finds very 
little grain in the forests. Its food consists mostly of insects 
and green growing shoots, the only grain usually being some 
weed seeds. The following method of feeding fowls has been 
practised on the Mission Poultry Farm, Etah, U. P. for 36 
years and is cheap and has given satisfaction. If meat offal is 
not available or if one has principles against using meat, the 
animal food so necessary can be given in the form of sour milk 
“dahi" or butter milk. Both arc very good. If heavy egg 
production is looked for some form of animal food must be 
given to provide the protein, as eggs are rich in this. 

Feeding method used on the Mission Poultry Farm 
Etah, U. P. 

“In the morning a feed of grain composed of wheat 
(gehun), maize (makka), and great millet (juar), about equal 
pioportions of each, one handful to each fowl, i.c. about 2 oz. 
If the birds are riot on free range in order to induce exercise 
the grains should be scattered in a litter of dried leaves, dried 
grass or Bhoosa etc. about 6 inches in depth to keep them 
scratching for it. 

At noon they get all the green food they can eat which in 
the winter consists of such things as cabbage leaves, cauliflower 
leaves, chojjped lucerne etc., or whatever is available from the 
vegetable garden. Doob grass if available is also veiy good. 
They will usually eat about 2 oz. each of green food. 

In the livening I give a moist mash, all they can eat which 
will again be about 2 oz. for each fowl. The mash is made up 
as follow's: — 

I /3rd cooked minced meat. I buy from the slaughter 
house offal (paunches, lights etc.). This is a non-.stimulating, 
white meat, and very nutritious and can easily be bought for 
- / 1 / - per seer. 1 / 3rd of cooked vegetables using whatever is 
available. Pumpkins, turnips and onions etc., are all good. 
I use whatever is in season and easily procurable. i/3rd of 
atta consisting of a mixture of wheat atta, and bejhar ka atta, 
(barley and peas) in about equal proportions. The cooked 
minced meat, cooked yegetables, and atta should all be 

3 
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thoroughly mixed and fed in a moist and crumbly condition, 
i.e. not sloppy; a little practice will enable one to know how 
much water to use, and the same water in which the meat and 
vegetables are cooked in, is the best, as it contains mineral salts, 

A cheap ration recommended by Mr. A. J. Macdonald, 
Ex-Poultry Research Officer, Indian Veterinary Research 
Institute, Izatiiagar, U. P., is given below: 

''I consider that the mash and grain system of feeding is 
the Ixist for this purpose, (iood results would be obtained 
with the following mash : - - 


Maize meal 

... 20 parts 

Wheat bran 

... 40 ,, 

Ground oats 

... 20 ,, 

luirthnut meal 

... 20 „ 

('ommon salt 

I part 


The grain fed should consist of equal parts of broken maize, 
wheat and paddy. You should also feed ample amounts of 
green food and calcium.'' 


Standard Rations tor (tiu ks and Fowls, kecommanded by 

PoUL'IKY ReSKARCTI SECTION, INDIAN VETERINARY RESEARCH 

Institute, Izatnag/\r 


Dry Mash. 

Wheat bran 
Yellow maize meal 
(iround oats 
Salt 

Crain o-S zcceks. 

Yellow maize grits 

Chena or Cheena (Small millet) 

Jowai 


50 parts 

30 ,, 

20 ,, 

1 

2 ' f » 


I part 
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Grain 8 weeks onwards. 

Yellow maize ... ... i part 

Paddy ..., ... ... i ,, 

Wheat ... ... ... I ,, 


The dry mash is fed ad libitum from day-old onward in 
suitably designed hoppers. The grain is fed several times daily 
during the first week but thereafter it is only fed according to 
appetite in the morning and evening. Liberal amounts of cut, 
fresh green food and broken limestone ad libitum are fed at 
all stages. 

From 0-6 weeks separated milk only is given to drink (no 
water). From 6 weeks onward separated milk and water in 
separate containers arc fed. 

The laying stock receive the same rations as the growing 
chicks. 

If separated milk is scarce or expensive similar results can 
bo obtained with good quality buttermilk. 

When separated milk or buttermilk are expensive good 
results can be obtained by substituting meat offals (intestines of 
animals from the slaughter house). 

The meat offals should be cut up fine or run through a 
mincing machine and cooked for a period of i hour before use. 

For young chicks (o-8 weeks) one pound of meat offal 
should be fed for every two pounds of mash and grain. I'Tom 
8 weeks onward good results can be obtained with one pound 
of meat offals to every three pounds of mash and grain. 

The following system of meat offal feeding has given good 
results witli chickens: 


7- 00 A.M. 

8- 30 A.M. 
11-30 A.M. 

2-30 P.M. 
5-00 P.M. 


Grain 
Wet mash 
Wet mash 
Wet mash 
Grain 
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As the birds grow older the number of wet mash feeds can 
be reduced to one per day. 

.With adult hens good results can be obtained by feeding 
the usual mash and grain rations along with i oz. of meat offal 
j>cr bird per day. 

The following feeding schedule and rations are being used 
on a South India Farm; — 

1. Layers rations. 

Grains. 

Paddy (Dhan) ... •••7 parts 

('holain (juar or great millet) ... 5 ,, 

Ragi ... ... ... 2 

Khainbu (bajru or bull rush millet) ... 2 

Breeder’s Mash. 

.Wheat bran ... ... ... 4 parts 

Rice bran ... ... ... 4 ,, 

('i round cholam ...' ... i part 

„ ragi ... ... I „ 

(Iroundnut cake ... ... 2 parts 

Bone meal ... ... ... 2 ,, 

Fish meal ... ... .... i part 

Dry mash, charcoal, oyster shell, sand and clean wateir 
always available. 

6-0 A.M. I oz. grain per fowl. 

Chopped lucerne and greens, 
ii-o A.M. Wet mash, made from above. 

6-0 P.M. I oz. grain per fowl. 

Each fowl gets 2 oz. grain and 2 oz. mash per day. Also, 
all the greens they will clean up. 

2 . Babv Chicks. 

First 48 hours nothing but water and clean sand.. 
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First week. Hard boiled eggs and bread crumbs. Small 
amounts of broken grain. 

Up to 8 weeks of age: — 

•I part broken wheat \ 

1 ,, ,, rice I In covered hoppers 

I ,, ,, ragi j always available. 

I ,, ,, khambu J 

oz. meat offal per chick. 

Breeder’s mash in open hoppers. 

3. Growing rations. 

(Gradually increase size of grains. 

Laying mash as per Breeder’s mash. This is always before 
the birds. 



CHAPTER V 

THE SELECTION OF BREEDS 

There arc many breeds of fowls. Some are beautiful 
ornamental birds, well worthy the attention of fanciers who can 
afford to keep them for mere show. Some are both beautiful 
and us(‘fiil birds, and can be kept profitably by all people with 
ordinary care and economy. Some are very delicate birds and 
do not thrive in India; others, again, are hardy and not only 
thrive well but multiply rapidly. 

Object in keeping Poultry. — The selection of the breeds 
to keep will dc{Xind entirely upon the object with which fowls 
are kept. Some persons keep fowls as mere ornaments and pets; 
others keep them for the benefit of the household, and use the 
vggs and fowls for the table; others, again, keep them to breed 
from and sell. The class of people first mentioned generally 
.select the most showy and expensive birds. The second and 
the third classes of people mentioned, would be wise if they 
('ombined their interests and kept only such fowls as will furnish 
ample produce for the consumption of the family as well as a 
surplus which can be readily sold at a profit to help to defraj^ 
exiH uses incurred in the upkeep of the poultry. 

Delicate Breeds. — I will first mention some of the breeds 
that are very handsome, but are either too delicate for India, or 
unproductive, and consequently not worth the while of people 
who desire profit from poultry-keeping. Such are the different 
varieties of white- faced Spanish fowls ; all the varieties of crested 
Polish fowls; the Creve-coers. The Dorking is a splendid breed 
of fowls, but extremely delicate, and the hens are indifferent 
layers. The Houdan is a good general purpose fowl, but will 
not thrive in all parts of India. The climate of Bengal, Assam, 
and the Duars, where the rainfall is heavy, is quite unsuited 
to this breed. They may thrive better in the dry and nicer 
climate of the Punjab and the Central Provinces. 

The Best La\"ers. — ^The Australorp, Wyandotte, Rhode 
Island Red, The Orpington, Langshan, Rock, Sussex, Brahma, 
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Chittagong, Cochin, are the best layers among the larger breeds. 
The Leghorn, Minorca, Andalusian, Ancona and Campine are 
the best layers among the smaller breeds. 

All hens of the same breed do not lay alike. Some hens 
of the best-laying breeds are the worst layers, and some hens 
of the worst-laying breeds lay very well. Pure-bred birds of a 
good strain are capital layers. When the birds are bred from 
only the best layers, and this is done year after year after most 
careful selection, the good qualities are established in the birds 
and the strain is made. 

The Largest and Most Weighty Birds. — Brahma, Lang- 
shan, Orpington, Australorp, Rock, Chittagong, Wyandotte, 
Game, Cochin, Sussex, Rhode Island Red. 

The Most Hardy Birds. — Brahma, Langshan, Chittagong, 
Australorp, Wyandotte, Rock, Orpington, Leghorn, Sussex, 
Cochin, Game, Rhode Island Red. 

The Best Table Fowls. — Aseel or Game, Chittagong, 
Langshan, Wyandotte, Rock, Orpington, Sussex, Rhode Island 
Red, 

Eggs. — Black Minorcas are famous as layers of very large 
white eggs. White Leghorns run them very close and are 
hardier. The Rhode Island Reds are excellent layers of large 
brown-shelled eggs and are very hardy. 

Langshans, Game or Aseels, Plymouth Rocks, Brahmas, 
Cochins, Orpingtons, Rhode Island Reds, and Wyandottes lay 
the darkest-shelled eggs, while the eggs of the Spanish and 
Polish varieties and Minorcas are the whitest of all. The eggs 
of the Bantam and Hamburg, though very small, are the nicest 
in flavour. A good-sized egg should weigh from two to two- 
and-a-quarter ounces, or from five to six tolas. Ordinary eggs 
weigh less than one-and-a-half ounces each. Two-ounce eggs 
are a good average. 

All hens of the same breed will not lay eggs of the same 
colour or size. Some Brahmas, Plymouth Rocks, Wyandottes, 
and Orpingtons lay tinted eggs, and some very dark eggs. 

Non-Sitters. — ^The Houdan, Leghorn, Hamburg, Minorca, 
Campine and Andalusian are non-sitters. When any of these 
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breeds are kept, hens of some sitting-breed, or an incubator 
must be kept to hatch the chickens. 

The Best Sitters and Mothers. — Silkies, Wyandottes, and 
some Bantams are the best sitters and mothers. The Brahma. 



I’air ok Rose-comb Brown Leghorns. 
Fig. q. 


Cochin, Rock, Orpington, and Langshah arc excellent sitters 
and mothers, but they arc very heavy and apt to be clumsy with 
their eggs and chickens, and destroy many of them. Very 
large heavy hens should not be set. The Game and Chittagong 
are splendid sitters and mothers, but they will kill all the other 
chickens, and wound all the hens in the yard if not carefully 
watc'hed. The common country hen, called the Pali, or ‘‘Desi"', 
is, as a rule, the best mother of all fowls. She is not much 
larger than the Bantam, and i.s very vigilant and a grand 
forager. It must be borne in mind that all hens of the 
same breed arc not equally good mothers. They differ in this 
as much as in laying qualities. 

^ The Best Breeds to keep. — If the object of keeping fowls be 
only the pleasure of keeping and breeding them for home use 
and exhibition, the selection can be made from the following 



SELECTION OF BREEDS 


41 


breeds: — Brahma, Cochin, Langshan, Orpington, Rock, Wyan- 
dotte, Silkie, Hamburg, Bantams, and any other breed that 
takes the fancy. If, however, the object is to obtain a good 
supply of chickens for the table, as well as good birds for profit- 
able sale^ the selection should be made from the following 
breeds: — Wyandotte, Langshan, Orpington, Rock, Sussex, 
Rhode Island Red, and Autralorp. If the object be to obtain 
only a large supply of eggs and birds for profitable sale, then 
the selection should be made from the following: — Wyandotte, 
Orpington, Langshan, Rhode Island Red, Rock, Brahma, 
Australorp, Minorca, Leghorn and Sussex. 

For all-purpose fowls, the following breeds cannot be 
beaten: — Langshan, Orpington, Wyandotte, Chittagong, Rock, 
Brahma, Rhode Island Red, Australorp, Minorca, Leghorn and 
Sussex. 

Other Indian Breeds. — There are breeds of fowls in India 
resembling tlie Leghorn and Hamburg in size and shape and 
of very fair laying qualities; they are of various colours. 
Another breed obtainable in India resembles the Sussex, Rock, 
and Wyandotte in shape, but are smaller and of different colours. 
They are fair layers. These fowls are found all over India, 
but especially in Bengal. 

A Profitable Method.-- -It costs no more to keep pure- 
bred birds than it costs to keep inferior ones. Pure-bred birds 
are much more satisfactory as layers and for the table, and 
sell for more money. It is always best to keep the breeds pure 
and not cross them, but when this cannot be done the following 
plan may be adopted: — Keep a stock of pure-bred fowls and 
some hens of other breeds, say one cock and two hens of a 
pure breed and two or four hens of another breed. Set the 
eggs of the hens of pure stock, and raise the chickens to 
replenish the stock, or sell. The eggs of the hens crossed by 
the pure-bred cock may be used for the table, or set and the 
chickens used for the table. This plan will insure keeping the 
main stock pure, and at the same time producing good eggs 
and fowls for the use of the household. 

The pure-bred chickens will fetch good prices; the cross- 
breds will also sell well for table use. 
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The Best Crosses. — The following breeds crossed pro- 
duce good table fowls and fair layers: — ■ 

(1) Langshan, Rock, Wyandotte, Orpington, Rhode Island 
Red, Brahma, Leghorn and Minorca hens crossed with the 
Indian (iame or Chittagong cock produce good birds for the 
tabic and fair layers. 

(2) Indian Game and Chittagong hens crossed with a 
Langshan, Orpington, Wyandotte, Rhode Island Red or 
Brahma cock will produce good layers and table birds. 

(3) White or Barred Rock and White Wyandotte or White 
Orpington make a very good cross. 

(4) Black Langshan and Black Orpington and Dark 
Brahma are a good cross, and also a Black Langshan cock with 
a Black Minorca hen for egg production. 

(5) Rhode Island Red and White Wyandotte or White 
Leghorn produce a good cross. 

(6) THo Dorking or Sussex cock mated with Brahma or 
C'oehin hens give good table? birds. 

(7) The Rock cock and the Brahma hen produce very 
good table birds and fair layers. 

(8) 1 he Dorking and Sussex mated with the Indian Game, 
the Chittagong or the Brahma produce very good table birds. 

1 he above-mentioned are the best crosses that can be made. 
Promiscuous crossing will produce nothing but evil results. 

( ross-brec‘ding is to be avoided as much as possible, but when 
two pure breeds an' to be mated together, the above-mentioned 
plan should be strictly followed. 

W hen one brcc'd is crossed with another breed, cocks and 
hens of the same colour, or as near the same colour as possible, 
should be selected. Hens with long legs should be mated to 
short-legged cocks, and hens with short legs should be mated 
to rather tall cocks. The birds should be as large and broad 
as possible and in perfect health. 

The cross-bred cockerels should be used for the table when 
they are between three and four months old, and the best 
pullets should be kept for laying purposes. These pullets 
should be mated with pure-bred cocks of the same breed as 
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their fathers. This process should be continued every year. 
The cross-bred hens should be killed for the table when they 
are between nineteen and twenty months old. 

The Way to Improve the Common Country Fowl.— 
The country fowl can be greatly improved by crossing the best 
hens with the White Leghorn, Chittagong, Langshan, Orping- 
ton, Wyandotte, Minorca or Rhode Island Red cock. Select 
sixteen of the largest and best country hens you can got and let 
them run with two good pure-bred cocks of either of the above- 
mentioned breeds. Then take sixteen of the best of these cross- 
bred pullets and put them with two cocks of the same breed 
as the father of the pullets. The next year take sixteen of the 
best pullets of the second cross and mate them to a couple of 
pure-bred cocks of the same breed as the previous cocks. This 
process may be repeated for about five years, and there will 
He a wonderful transformation and improvement in the fowls 
of the country. The writer specially recommends White Leg- 
horn and Rhode Island Red cocks for crossing on country or 
"'desi'' fowls. 

The best results are obtained from pure-bred cocks. The 
cross-bred cocks and cockerels should not be bred from. When 
cocks of the same pure breed are used in each successive cross, 
the results arc much more satisfactory. In such a process as 
this the cost will be small. The price of two good cocks suited 
for the purpose will be quite within thirty rupees. 

When selecting the pullets to breed from, only large-bodied, 
well-shaped, healthy birds that are also good layers should be 
chosen. 

Poultry-Breeding in India. — Of late years there has 
been a great advance in poultry -breeding all over the world. 
Pmgland, Scotland, Ireland, America, Canada, Australia, 
Germany, France, Belgium, Sweden, Denmark, and South 
Africa have all realized the fact that poultry-raising is a very 
important industry and far more profitable than many other 
branches of agriculture. Not only have the poultry indigenous 
to the country been improved and their value as layers and 
table birds increased, but valuable birds from other countries 
have been imported and used to further improve the indigenous 
breeds, or kept pure and bred to produce the best results for 
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laying and table purposes. The fancy side of poultry-breeding 
also has received a great impetus. We find the Royal Family 
of England foremost among poultry fanciers and exhibitors. 
Queen Victoria was an enthusiastic poultry fancier, and had 
some of the finest birds in her Royal farms and aviaries. Some 
of the best families of England are successful poultry breeders 
and exhibitors. 

In India also there has been a decided awakening in favour 
of poultry-breeding, and a great many people among Govern- 
ment officials, planters, railway employees and missionaries 
and also a number of Indian noblemen and gentlemen have 
taken a kindly interest in our feathered friends, and the pros- 
pects for the welfare of poultry in India are to-day brighter 
than they ever were before. Nevertheless, there* is still a great 
deal of ignorance about the different breeds of fowls, and their 
economic value, and their proper breeding and care. We shall 
do our best to assist people to a projx!!' knowledge of these 
things and help them to success. 

In the first place, we will consider the value of the best 
breeds of fowls found in India. There arc really only two or 
three pure breeds of fowls indigenous to India. The first is the 
Chittagong breed, and th(; other is the Aseel, and in Western 
India the Busra fowl. There are a large number of fowls of 
different .sizes, shapes and colours to be found all over India. 
These are for the most part very much like the jungle fowl. 
Their size and shape vary according to the locality in which 
they have been raised and the care with which they have been 
bred; some of them have Chittagong, Aseel, Langshan, 
Brahma or Orpington blood infused into them, and are better 
in size and quality than the common ones. 

The common Indian moorgi, as found in all parts of this 
country, is of very little value as a layer or table bird. 

Those that have been produced by a cross with the Chitta- 
gong and Aseel are larger birds, and find a good market in 
Calcutta and other cities and towns in India. A cross between 
the Chittagong cock and the common hen will produce very 
fair table birds, and a cross between the Langshan, Rhode 
Island Red, W'yandotte or White Leghorn cock and the common 
hen will produce very fair layers. 
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A great deal ran be done by Government officials, planters, 
railway people, and missionaries to improve the common 
village fowl. A great deal of time and labour is needed to 
attain success in this matter. In the first place, the village 
])eoj)le must be persuaded to get rid of all their common cock 
birds and sc‘ll off all the common cockerels before the birds are 
three months old, and keep only the largest and best among 
their hens and pullets. Then, in the second place, large 
numbers of medium-sized White Leghorn, Minorca, Chittagong 
or Rhode Island Red cockerels, between 8 and lo months old, 
must be distribiiled among the villages. Then, again, the next 
year all the cross-bred cockerels and cocks and the common 
hens must be removed, and only the best cross-bred pullets 
allowed to remain. These cross-bred pullets should be allowed 
to run with the pure-bred Chittagong, White Leghorn, Minorca, 
or Rhode Island RckI cocks. The third year all the cross-bred 
(' 0 ('k(U'els and th(^ hens of the first cross should be removed, and 
the l)est ])iill(‘ts of the scjcond cro.ss allowed to remain. These 
pullets must lx‘ allowed to run with a fresh lot of pure-bred 
Chittagong, Rhode Island Red, White Leghorn or Minorca 
i'o('ks. livery sc^cond year the })urc-bred cocks should be 
changed and new ones put in their place. The cocks of one 
village can be put in another village, a lew miles away. By 
working on these lines, in five or six years the characteristics 
of the fowls in the village will be entirely changed. They will 
*be large, hardy, and good layers of large eggs, and will sell for 
more than double the money that could be got for the small 
c ommon fowls. In six years these improved fowls will be very 
much like pure-breds in size and shape. The initial cost of 
working this plan is not much. It does not need money so 
much as work and perseverance. Fifty, good Chittagong or 
Rhode Island Red, or White Leghorn or Minorca cockerels put 
in one village will work a wonderful change in a few years, but 
it will !)e of very little use to put these cockerels in a village 
unless the common cocks and cockerels are first disposed of 
and all the cross-bred cockerels are removed as soon as they are 
three months old. If the common or cross-bred cocks are 
allowed to remain in the village, all the good w'ork will be 
spoiled. 
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I advocate improving the village fowls by crossing with 
the Chittagong, Rhode Island Red, White Leghorn or Minorca 
cocks. For the EurOp>ean, Anglo-Indian and the better class 
of Indian I would advise a different plan altogether. There is 
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no need for them to waste time and energy in trying to improve * 
the common fowl. They should keep only pure breeds, and 
try to perfect these pure breeds and produce the best layers and 
table birds. An intelligent person will succeed belter with pure 
breeds than with cross-breeds, and he will attain his purpose, 
be that utility or fancy, better and quicker with the pure 
breeds. 

The number of Breeds to keep. — One breed to begin 
with, is the best possible advice to any poultry fancier. Two 
pens of the same breed can be kept with advantage, as the 
chickens can be leg-banded to distinguish them, and unrelated 
birds mated up each year. 

If another breed is desired later, the necessary house and 
run must be provided before the birds are procured. Never 
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a]lovv your cocks and hens to mix indiscriminately. Keep the 
different breeds apart at all times, or you will not be able to 
guarantee the breed of your chickens. It is foolish to suggest 
that the dilferent breeds of fowls will keep to themselves. They 
will not. The stronger cock of the lot will predominate, and 
gradually the hens will gather around him. 

Every extra breed means more money, and more time and 
le.bour. If you arc prc])ared for it, and are willing to give and 
do what is necessary, go further and satisfy your fancy. If 
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you tire of it, dispose of some of the birds, and keep your 
remaining breed or breeds pure. It is no credit to anyone to 
have a number of breeds jumbled together in hopeless confusion. 

There are people who have succeeded with three or four 
varieties; they started with one, and when they had thoroughly 
studied the breed and improved it as far as possible, they took 
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up another breed. They worked with the second variety as 
they did with the first, and succeeded with this also. Such men 
are bound to succeed; they have the qualities necessary for 
the work; they do not spare themselves in trying to gain the 
object they aim at. Such men can take up one breed after 
another until they have 10 or 15 varieties, and all will testify 
to the care and labour devoted to them. 

The conclusion of the whole matter is this. It is not the 
fowls, it is the man or woman who handles them that is the 
main factor in the business. Commonsense, and the power to 
use one’s brains effectively, are the two essentials in the success- 
ful keeping of poultry. 

There is another advantage in limiting one’s choice to a 
single breed that is seldom mentioned, but really deserves 
careful consideration. If one has only a single breed, when the 
time comes to introduce fresh blood, he need buy but one- or 
two male birds — if he introduces it from the male side. If he 
has five breeds, he will need to purchase five or ten birds. The 
majority of breeders, whether they have one or more breeds, 
have but a limited amount of money that they feel willing to 
set apart for this purpose. Say for illustration, that this sum 
is Rs. 100. The breeder who has limited his choice to a single 
breed can buy three birds at Rs. 30 each and thus insure the 
purchase of not only well-bred but of very good specimens.; 
All the next season the flocks will show the effects of these 
purchases. 

There is a decided advantage from a business point of view 
in being known as a breeder of one breed. In other words, 
after making the selection of a breed, it pays to stick to it. As 
a poultry writer, one needs to know many breeds: as an 
experimenter and producer of new breeds, it is necessary for 
one to handle nearly every kind; but as a breeder who expects 
to get pleasure or make money out of his fowls, he needs to 
cling to some one breed. 

In the first place, it gives the people confidence in his stock.; 
They say he breeds only one kind; there will be no chance 
matings among his fowls; he will know what he is about; he 
can give the buyer the best of the kind. And, singularly 
enough, people will also argue that as the breeder is a sensible 
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man and has selected one breed, that breed must be the best 
breed to be liad. If he issues a circular, the public's attention 
is not distracted by rival claims of different breeds, so that it 
does not know what to buy, but it is focussed on a single breed 
and is convinced that that is the breed to buy, and so the orders 
flow in in a golden stream. 

Again, the breeder who has a single breed, and sticks to it, 
gets the full advantage of his exhibiting and advertising. Each 
year's prizes arc cumulative. People remember that this man 
won on R. I. Reds or White Leghorns at the best shows. His 
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advertising beconu's cumulative also, and his name becomes, 
through the law of ass(Kiation of ideals, inseparably connected 
with the chosen breed. If one wishes to purchase a given 
breed, he will at once think of the breeder who has stuck to it 
for so many, years. 

If he should cease advertising, or if he should give up 
breeding that one breed, five years from now, there would be 
peoj)le ordering that breed from him if he were still alive. 
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One breed is enough for the beginner; if the veteran adds 
several breeds to the one of his choice, still his chief reputation 
^vill rest upon a single breed; and to obtain the best financial 
results, beginner or veteran needs to persist in the choice he 
has made; for in no other way can he secure the cumulative 
advantages of his winnings and his advertising. 

Poultry for the Table. — ^It is gradually dawning upon 
the poultry-keeping community in India that the old system, 
if system it can be called, is as useless as it is stupid, and that 
unless birds are kept upon a rational principle, profit is practi- 
cally impossible. If we assume that an average laying hen 
costs two annas a week for food, or Rs. 6 per annum, (pre-war 
prices) it follows thjft, putting out of sight for the moment the 
question of labour and other expenses which follows where 
hens are kept in large numbers, profit is absolutely certain 
unless there is some very gross ignorance in the management. 
If, however, we add to the cost of the food the sum spent for 
labour, the interest of the money invested in the birds and 
their houses, the rent of the land and the losses which occur 
from deaths, even then there should be a substantial profit 
gauged from the point of view of the sum of money invested. 
Poultry-keeping as an industry is not able to maintain an 
individual European or a European family in India. It should 
be combined with some other form of work, say fruit growing 
and vegetable gardening and it can be so combined, but there 
are a large number of Indians and poor Anglo-Indians who 
could easily earn from 50 to 200 rupees a month, from poultry- 
breeding, and comfortably maintain a family. 

Poultry-keeping in the hands of the average individual 
should, in this way, return an ample profit. It is the object of 
this chapter to show upon what basis such profit can be most 
surely obtained. It has nothing to do with what is termed "show 
poultry.” Pure breeds are intended and from among those 
breeds you should select the most useful of their kind. 

No man in his senses would keep the Dorking for the pro- 
duction of eggs, or the Leghorn for the production of meat. It 
is possible, by breeding and feeding carefully, to obtain fowls 
which, in the best season of the year, will be worth from Re. i 
io Rs. 3 each for table purposes. 
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Egg Production. — We now pass to egg production. A 
hen consumes sufficient food to enable her to produce a larger 
number of eggs than is her average. Instead of sixty eggs, 
which is probably in excess of the average produced her hen in 
this country, hens can be induced to lay 120 to 250 eggs by the 
process of selection and by proper feeding. There is no doubt 
that even this figure will be exceeded, as breeders pay more 
attention to selecting their breeding stock from the best layers 
only, and as they grasp still more clearly the principle upon 
which the system of feeding is based. If, however, the average 
poultry-keeper could obtain 200 eggs per hen per annum, he 
would do very well indeed, but this is not usual, simply because 
people will not devote that study to the stbjcct which it really 
demands. 

The Langshan, the Australorp, the White Wyandotte, the 
Rhode Island Red, the Brahma, the Rock, and the Sussex are 
the best fowls to produce large brown eggs. 

The Chittagong lays smaller eggs. 

Leghorns, Minorcas and Campines lay large white-shelled 
eggs. 



CHAPTER VI 


THE DIFFERENT BREEDS OF FOWLS 

There are many breeds and varieties of fowls to be found 
in Europe, America, and Asia. Let us study for a moment such 
breeds as are profitable to keep. 

I. Brahma. — The Brahma is most prominent as a family 
fowl. It is valued for its great size and hardiness, and for its 
being a good layer of rather large-sized and rich eggs. The 
flesh of a four to six month old bird is very good ; that of older 
birds is rather coarse. 

Brahmas are exceedingly quiet and tame, and can easily 
be kept in a small run with a four-feet high fence. The hens 
are good sitters and mothers. The chickens arc hardy and 
grow fast, being ready for the table in from four to six months. 
Some birds of this breed grow to immense size and weight; 
cocks should weigh from lo to 12 lbs., and hens from 7 to 10 lbs. 

They are very handsome birds, majestic in appearance, 
having heavily-feathered legs, though less so than Cochins. 

There are two varieties of Brahmas — Light and Dark. 
The outward appearance of both is similar in everything but 
colour of feathers. In America they have a third variety — the 
Buff. The Buff Brahma is in fact the Buff Langshan with a 
pea-comb. The Buffs are very superior birds, both for laying 
and table. 

The Brahma should have a small, neat head, small pea- 
comb, and deep, massive body. The back should be of medium 
length and broad; breast broad and forward; and the saddle 
should rise to the tail. The tail should be rather upright and 
spread out like a fan, but the sickle should be an inch or two 
longer than the tail. The beak should be strong, curved and 
yellow or dark. The comb — the smaller the better — should 
consist of three serrated ridges, the central ridge being the 
largest, and unite at the pike and curve backwards. The ear- 
lobes should be bright red and round; the wattles bright red, 
long, and pendant. The neck should be curved, giving grace 
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to carriago. The hackle should be flowing and abundant, 
increasing in bulk from the point nearest the head, and fall 
over the back. The wings should be small and the points well 
tucked away under the saddle feathers of the cock, and under 
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• the fluff of the hen. The feathers of the back and 
thigh should be abundant in the hen. The leg should be rather 
short and of light or dark yellow colour, feathered to the tip of 



DIFFERENT BREEDS OF FOWLS 


55 


the middle toe. The legs should be strong and well formed. 
The Brahma is square rather than lumpy, and of sprightly and 
active habits, much more so than the Cochin. 

In India birds heavily feathered on the legs are at a dis- 
advantage. They suffer much from wet and damp during the 
rains and from heavy dews, ('lean-legged birds are to be 
preferred in India. 

The tendency of all birds bred in the plains of India is to 
have less feather and fluff. 

Brahma chickens arc hardy and grow rapidl3'. If kept in 
a run and fed properly and protected from the sun and rain, 
they do very well. 

The plumage of the Light Brahma should bo mainly white, 
the correct shade being pure white. The flight feathers, the 
neck-hackle and the saddle should be black, with an edging of 
white to each feather. Black feathers should be interspersed 
in the legs, while the tail and tail coverts should be principally 
black, .some feathers being striped with white. The fluff should 
not be dark. There are specimens of j)urc white Brahmas, but 
those with black markings arc preferred and arc considered 
the best at e.xhibitions. The pure white birds arc exccptionallj'’ 
handsome. 

In Dark Brahmas the predominating colour should be 
black. The head, in both the cock and hen, should be white 
and the neck-hackle white, striped with black. Tlic primary 
feathers in the wing should be black bordered with white. The 
breast and tail of the cock should be black, the back white, and 
other parts of the body chiefly black, with a little white mingled 
among it. In the hen the ground-colour of the whole plumage, 
except the head and neck, should be dark grey, and each feather 
pencilled with metallic black. The fluff should be black. Some 
hens are of a lighter grey with dark grey pencilling. The 
lustrous bar on the wing of the cock should be green-black. 

Light Brahmas are considered better layers than the Dark 
ones, but Dark Brahmas attain to a greater size than Light 
ones. In judging Brahmas, colour, size, shape, feathers, and 
condition must be taken into consideration. In breeding 
Brahmas, the first and most important point is the selection of 
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the birds to be bred from. Both the males and females should 
be as perfect as possible, and should be descended for as many 
generations as possible from only first-class stock. In order to 
acquire a correct knowledge of the standard of perfection, in 
any breed, the reader should study "The Illustrated Book of 
Poultry," By L. Wright. 

The Brahma is supposed to have originated in India, but 
now it is largely bred in Europe and America. The best birds 
are imported from England and America. The American 
Brahmas are better layers and table birds than those bred in 
England. English breeders have gone in too much for fancy 
points and heavy feathering, and sacrificed useful qualities. 
Probably the Brahma originated from a cross between the 
Cochin and the Malay fowl. It is now an established breed and 
has all the good qualities of both the Cochin and Malay. 

There are very few good Brahmas in India to-day. If 
good birds are required one will have to import. 

2. Cochin. — ^The Cochin somewhat resembles the Brahma 
in shape and general appearance, but is rounder and more 
fluffy. The hens are fairly good layers, and good sitters and 
mothers, but are very clumsy and apt to break their eggs and 
crush their chickens. They are very quiet and tame, and can 
be kept in a small run enclosed with a three-feet fence. They 
are not so sprightly and active as the Brahmas. They are great 
favourites with many people, and are essentially the fanciers’ 
fowl. 

The chickens are hardy and easily reared, but should be 
kept in moderate-sized runs, and protected from the sun and 
rain. They do best when kept separate from other chickens. 
Cochin chickens need extra animal food and a larger quantity 
of food than chickens of any other breed. 

Cochins are not very good table fowls; their flesh is rather 
coarse after they are six months old; but their eggs are very 
rich, and usually of a fair size. 

They grow to a large size. The cocks should weigh from 
8 to II lbs., and the hens from 7 to g lbs. 

The comb of both the cock and hen should be single, small, 
and erect; the head small and neat; the ear-lobes red; the eyes 
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red, or dark yellow; the neck rather short; and the hackle 
flowing widely over a short and broad back, which should rise 
at once into a broad saddle in the cock and an ample cushion 
in the hen; the breast should be broad, deep, and full; the tail 
of the cock and hen should be as small, low and full as possible, 
with very little quill in it; the wings should be small and deeply 
tucked in between the cushion or saddle above and the fluff 
below; the legs should be short, thick, yellow in colour, and 
heavily feathered. Some birds have very few feathers on the 
feet. In England the Cochin has been bred to great perfection 
in colour and sha[)e, but their good laying and table qualities 
have been sacrificed for exhibition points. 

There are five' leading varieties of Cochins: the Buff, 
Partridge, Cuckoo, White, and Black. The Buff and the White 
are the handsomest. 

Buff . — The plumage of the Buffs may vary in shade from 
bright lemon to deep cinnamon. The hen should be of the same 
shade all over; the hackle, saddle feathers and wing bar of the 
(ock may be a little darker than the rest of the body; a veryr 
small amount of black may be allowed in the tail and flight 
feathers, but none on th(^ hackle or saddle; neither should any 
white be seen in the tail, wing or other part of the body. 

Partridge . — The breast, underpart of the body, thighs and 
tail of th(‘ cock should be black; his hackle and saddle should 
bo golden, with a black stripe down the centre of each feather; 
he should have a rich red back and bar on the wings. The 
plumages of th(' hen should be light-browm, and the feathers 
closely and uniformly pencilled a darker brown; her hackle 
should be dcej> yellow. 

Cuckoo . — The plumage of the (Tickoo is a light bluish 
grey, barred across with lines of darker shade, like the Barred 
Kock. 

White . — The plumage of the White Cochin must be pure 
glossy white all over, with no feather of another colour. 

Black . — Black Cochins must be of a glossy greenish-black 
all over. 

The Cochin is a China bird, but is largely bred in Europe 
and America. 
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3. Langshan. — The Langshan is a very handsome and 
useful bird. The hen is a good layer, and splendid sitter and 
mother. These birds are very tame, but have longer wings than 
either the Brahma or Cochin, and need a fence five feet high to 
keep them in. They need large runs and plenty of exercise. 

There are four varieties of this breed — the Black, the Buff, 
the White, and the Blue. The Black is the pure original breed. 
The White is a sport from the Black. The Buff and Blue are 
manufactured varieties. The plumage of the Black variety 
should be black throughout with a green or purple sheen. A. 
dull black is objectionable. The plumage of the Buff should 
be like that of the Buff Cochin; that of the White pure white 
throughout, and that of the Blue should be slate blue. 

The Langshan carries abundance of flesh of good quality 
and flavour, and is a good layer of rich dark-shelled eggs. The 
cock should have a single and medium-sized comb — the hen a 
single and rather small comb, though rose combs and tufts on 
the head arc occasionally seen in both cocks and hens; the 
comb of both the cock and hen should be erect; the breast 
should be broad and full and prominent; the carriage U]:)right; 
neck arched; legs of moderate length, dark coloured, and 
scantily feathered, the tail full and carried rather liigh; thc^y 
should not have much fluff; the skin should be white. The cock 
should weigh from 9 to ii lbs., and the hen from 7 to 9 lbs. 

These birds will thrive well in India, and are very hardy 
if kept in dry, shady and properly ventilated places, and given 
plenty of liberty, but they will not stand wet and damp or 
exposure to the sun, and will not thrive in close confinement. 

The chickens are hardy as regards all conditions except 
damp, sharp cold winds, and close confinement. They grow 
fast, but do not fledge very quickly. They cannot stand 
pampering; they must be allowed to run with their mother, and 
scratch for some of their food. Langshan chickens should be 
kept by themselves and not mixed up with those of other breeds. 
They need large runs and a great deal of liberty, and some 
animal food. 

The chickens of the black variety, when first hatched, arc 
very peculiar. They are covered with black down, and the 
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head, face and breast are a mixture of black, white, and different 
shades of canary colour. These shades are not distributed 
according to rule — in some the light predominates, in others 
the black. In some of both sexes the white feathers are retained 
until they arc four or six months old, when the white is replaced 
by perfectly glossy black feathers. Some have pinkish and 
some have dark logs, but the bottoms of the feet are nearly 
always pinkish white. They should have dark or hazel eyes. 

The Langshan is a China bird, but is now bred to perfection 
in England and America. 

4 . Rock. — Rocks arc very handsome and useful birds. 
They have plenty of good-flavoured flesh, and are good layers. 
They arc capital sitters and mothers, and are quiet and tame. 
They arc hardy, and can be kept within a five-feet high fence 
in rather large runs. The chickens are hardy and mature early. 
These birds are sometimes bred to a great size, but, as a rule, 
cocks should weigh from 8 to ii lbs., and hens from 7 to 9 lbs. 

The comb should be single and small, but there are some 
with rose combs; the beak yellow; the neck curved and back 
broad; the breast very broad; the wings well tucked up; the 
tail short and full; the legs rather short, stout, clean, and yellow; 
the birds should be compact and square in shape. 

There are four varieties of this breed — the Barred or 
Cuckoo, Buff, Black, and White; but the Barred and White 
arc considered the best. All these varieties are alike in every- 
thing but the colour of their plumage. The plumage of the 
Barred should be light-grey or steel-grey, and each feather 
striped with bars of bluish black; there should be no black, 
white, red or yellow feather in the plumage. The White ones 
should be pure white with yellow beaks and legs. The White 
ones are very large and handsome birds and good layers. 

It is veiy difficult to breed the Barred to perfection in 
colour. Some will come very light, almost white; others will 
come dark, almost black. The White and Buff are bred more 
easily. The only way to prevent the Barred Rocks from 
coming too light or too dark is to mate the breeding stock 
properly. If the hens are too light in colour, a cock should be 
selected that is rather dark, or if the hens be too dark, a light 
■cock should be selected. 
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The Rock is an American breed, produced by crossing 
their Dominique with the Black Langshan and the Malay or 
Chittagong. 

5. Wyandotte. — ^The Wyandotte is a good breed of fowls. 
They are' good table birds and layers. They are very good 
sitters and mothers, and are very hardy when mature. The 
average weight of the cock is between 7 and 9 lbs., and that of 
the hen between 5 and 7 lbs. 

The comb must be rose, with a good spike, and closely 
fitting to the head; the beak should be yellow; the breast deep 
and broad; the legs rather short, of a bright yellow colour, and 
free from feathers. In shape it resembles the Rock. 

There are now five principal varieties of Wyandottes:' the 
Silver-laced, the Gold-laced, the White, the Columbian, and 
the Buff. Other varieties are the Buff-laced, the Partridge, the 
Black, the Cuckoo, the Spangled 'and the Blue. The White 
ones are the prettiest and the best all-round birds. The other 
varieties also are very handsome birds. The White Wyandotte 
is an excellent layer of tinted eggs. In laying contests they 
have often beaten the Leghorn. 

The plumage of the Silver-laced should be black striped 
or laced with silvery-white; the tail black and full; the outer 
edge of the wing primaries white. 

The Columbian should be like the Light Brahma in colour.. 
It is a large bird and a good layer. 

The Black, Buff, and White should be self-coloured. The 
Gold-laced should be black-laced with bright yellow. The 
Partridge should be coloured like the Partridge Cochin. 

The Wyandotte is an American breed, made from a cross 
between the Brahma, Silver-laced Hamburg, and the Chitta- 
gong or Indian Game. 

6. Houdan. — The Houdans are useful birds. They have 
plenty of good flesh on them, and are capital layers, but are 
not as good all-round birds as the Wyandotte, Langshan, or 
Orpington. They are fairly hardy on dry soil and moderate 
climate, but will not thrive in Bengal, Assam, or where the 
rainfall is heavy. They are a non-sitting breed. The cocks 
should weigh from 5 to 7 lbs., and the hens from 4 to 5 lbs.. 
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. The comb must be leaf-shaped, and above it a large crest; 
the crest must be large, arched, full in the centre and falling 
over the sides; the beard must be very full, and the wattles 
fairly long and thin; the face red; the nostrils arched; the beak 
black; the hackle full; the breast broad and full; back straight; 
the wings carried well up; the tail full, high and nearly erect; 
sickle black and white; the legs thin and nearly white; the 
thigh short and thick. 

They always have a distinctly defined fifth toe. Their 
j)lumage should be black and white. The black must be of an 
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olivc-grocn tint and the white evenly spangled all over the 
body. The Houdan is a French breed. 

7. Malay or Chittagong. — These birds are called Malay, 
because they are natives of the Malay Peninsula, and Chitta- 
gong, because they arc largely bred in Chittagong. These 
fowls are also called "Deang fowls" as the best specimens are 
bred in a place in Chittagong called "Deang”. They can also 
be got in Bodalpara and Anwara, in Chittagong. 
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They are very large birds; the cocks sometimes measure 
two feet six inches from beak to toe, and weigh from 8 to 10 lbs. ; 
the hens weigh from 6 to 9 lbs. 

The flesh of the Chittagong fowl is excellent. The hens 
lay well, but are not very good mothers on account of their 
quarrelsome nature. If each hen is kept alone with her chickens, 
she will do splendidly and protect them from all intruders. 
Adult birds are very hardy, but do not bear confinement well. 
They do best when given a free range. They are very quarrel- 
some, and when kept in confinement need a high fence to keep 
them in. The chickens for the first month are not very hajrdy, 
and need much care; but they become very strong when they 
grow to be about three months old. The chickens will not stand 
confinement and pampering. If given their liberty from the 
second or third day after they are hatched, fed judiciously, 
and kept out of damp and wet, they will do very well. They 
need some extra animal food. The best time to raise Chittagong 
chickens is February and March, and from July to September, 
when there is plenty of green grass and animal food about the 
place. Chittagongs grow rapidly and make excellent birds for 
the table. The chickens should be reared by themselves, and 
not mixed with chickens of other breeds. 

The Chittagong should have a small ix;a-comb, like a soft 
lump covered with small warts; the head and neck should be 
long; the beak yellow; the wattles very small and red, in the 
hen hardly visible; the ear-lobes small, red, sometimes with a 
little white ; the eyes white or light yellow ; eyebrows prominent 
and overhanging the eyes, making the head look very broad; 
the neck long; the breast broad and deep; the carriage very 
upright; broad shoulders; slightly narrow loins; the wings 
carried high and projecting at the shoulders; the back sloping 
gradually to the tail; the tail small and full, in the cock it should 
droop; the legs yellow, straight, long and strong, without 
feathers; the plumage very close, firm, short, and glossy; the 
feathers narrow. 

There is no fixed standard of colour for this breed. Good 
birds will be found in all colours. The poorer people of India 
have no proper idea of scientific breeding. The Buff, White, 
Black, Dark-brown, and Grey are the recognised varieties, but 
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the Buff or Light Yellow is considered the best. It will take 
years of most careful breeding to get these birds to breed true 
to one particular colour. 

Bufjs . — The cocks should be buff or golden, with bright 
yellow hackle and saddle; there should be no black or white 



White Hyderabad Game Cock. 
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feather about the neck, hackle, or back; the tail and wing^ 
primaries should be ash-grey or white tipped with green, the 
sickle ash-grey or black with yellow lacing, the coverts ash-grey 
or black with yellow border. The hen should be buff or light 
yellow; the back of the neck, hackle and smaller feathers in 
the tail may have some ash-grey feathers; the tail and wing 
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primaries should be ash-grey or white, a little black in the tail 
and primaries is allowable. 

The White ones should be pure white all over with yellow 
legs and beak. The Greys should be in colour like the Light or 
Dark Brahma. 

8. Aseel or Indian Game. — Aseel means real, true; and 
the Aseel fowl is supposed to be the real pure Game. It is one 
of the best table birds; its flesh is peculiarly well-flavoured, and 
there is plenty of it. 

Aseels are not good layers. They are good sitters and good 
mothers. They require a certain amount of liberty, and will 
not thrive well in confinement. They are intensely pugnacious, 
and on this account, arc hard to keep. The chickens are rather 
delicate, and need great care and plenty of animal food and 
perfect liberty. They should not be kept with chickens of other 
breeds. 

The real Game fowl is a large noble-looking bird. The 
best specimens are now found in Hyderabad and Mysore, where 
they are bred to a great size. 

The cocks should weigh from 9 to 10 lbs., and the hens 
from 7 to 8 lbs. 

The comb must be small and pea-shaped; face long and 
somewhat slender; heavy eyebrows; thick and long neck; hard 
and close-feathered; very broad breast; very upright carriage; 
small and drooping tail. In appearance they somewhat resemble 
the Chittagong, but have shorter legs and arc more round and 
compact. 

The colour is black, white, duck-wing, black and red, and 
mottled. The pure white are the handsomest birds. 

- No bird can equal the pure Indian Game for putting size 
and stamina into other breeds. 

These birds are called the Kullam in Bombay and some 
parts of India. The Indian Game is bred to perfection in 
England, America and Australia. 

Good stock birds sell for from thirty to one hundred rupees 
for a trio — one cock and two hens. Some choice specimens 
have been sold for 500 rupees each. 

5 
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9. Ghagus. — ^The Ghagus is a peculiar Indian breed. In 
shape and appearance they are very much like the Faverolle, 
but without feathers on the legs. They are good table fowls, 
and fair layers. They are hardy, but will not bear confinement. 
They arc good sitters and mothers. 



Pair of Black-Red Indian Game. 
Fig. 19. 


The comb is either single or pea and small; the wattles and 
ear-lobes small; neck thick; throat loose and baggy; some have 
whiskers and beards; the body large and rather square; the 
legs rather long, smoky-yellow or greenish; both the cocks and 
hens grow very large. They are of various colours — red, bay, 
brown, black and grey. I believe this breed was produced from 
a cross between the Malay or the Indian Game and the Brahma 
or Langshan and the Houdan. The Ghagus is becoming very 
scarce, and is not often seen nowadays. The best specimens 
can be procured from the Gipsy Nomads who wander over India, 
especially in Deccan, Mysore and Sind. 

10. Orpington. — ^The Orpington is one of the best breeds 
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produced in England. In 1886 that great poultry-man, Mr. 
William Cook, of Orpington, England, originated them. The 
Orpington is a most useful bird — a good table bird and an 
excellent layer — two qualities that are very seldom found in any 
one breed. 

There are now three distinct popular varieties of this breed 
— the Black, the Buff, and the White. The Black variety has 
l^een produced by crossing together the Barred Rock, the Black 
Clean-legged Langshan, and the Black Minorca. It is very 
much like the Langshan in shape, size and laying and table 
qualities, but is without feathers on the legs, somewhat rounder 
in make and shorter in leg. The colour should be exactly that 
of the Black Langshan, i.e., pure black with a glossy green or 
purple sheen. 

The Buff Orpington has been produced by crossing the 
Buff Cochin, the Golden Hamburg and the coloured Dorking. 
There is also now Malay blood in it. The colour of the Buffs 
should be that oJ the Buff Cochin. In size, shape and useful 
qualities the Buffs are equal to the Blacks. The Buffs are 
( onsidered better layers. 

The Whites have been produced by crossing the White 
Rock, White Dorking, White Leghorn, and White Langshan or 
the White Surrey fowl. 

There are also Blue, Speckled, and Red Orpingtons. 

The White, Black and Buff are the most popular, and fetch 
the highest prices in England, America and Australia. 

Orpingtons should have no feathers on the legs. They 
.'^hould have red faces and ear-lobes; broad breasts, long breast- 
bones; white flesh; short legs, in the Buffs and Whites white or 
pink in colour; tail carried well back and straight. Among all 
three varieties you will find single and rose combs. The comb 
should be of small size and evenly serrated and straight. 

The Orpington is veiy^ much like the Rock or Langshan, 
and looks like a clean-legged Langshan with a tail between that 
ot a Cochin and Langshan, and short in legs. Cocks should 
weigh from g to ii lbs., and hens from 7 to 9 lbs. 

The chickens are hardy and grow fast, but need the same 
treatment as Langshan chickens. 
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Some excellent orpingtons have been imported from 
Australia by breeders in India. These are usually of a utility 
tyjx;, and known as Black Austrolorps. They are tighter in 
feather, longer in leg and not as large as the Black Oipington, 
which is of exhibition type with very short legs. See Fig. 24. 

There is really very little difference between the Buff 
Orpington and the Buff Rock, or the White Orpington and the 
White Rock. The chief difference is in the colour of the legs 
and skin. The Orpingtons have white skins and legs, and the 
Rocks have yellow, but the Orpingtons arc shorter in legs and 
looser in feather than the Rocks. 

11. SiLKlE. — These curious and beautiful little fowls are 
remarkable for the colour of the skin and silky hair-like nature 
of the plumage. They are of Chinese origin. They are not 
jirofitablc poultry in the ordinary sense, but make capital sitters 
for pheasant or partridge eggs and are good mothers. The head 
and beak must be small. Face dark purple. Comb — a queer 
lumpy round rose comb, of dark purplish colour. Crest, full 
and round, not cockatoo shape. Wattles long, purplish. Ear- 
lobes purplish, tinged white. Body square, covered with 
silky fluffy feathers. Wings carried low. Legs shortish and 
bluish-black in colour; some have five toes, some only four. 
The fifth toe is a deformity that should be bred out. They are 
good eating in spite of the purple colour of the skin. They are 
very hardy and easily reared. They need a great deal of liberty, 
and their chickens thrive best when allowed to run with their 
mother in a large yard or garden. Some of these birds have 
feathers on the legs. They should be either clean-legged or 
very scantily feathered, but never with vulture hocks. 

12. Dorking. — This is an old English breed. The general 
characteristics of the Dorking should be a large, deep square 
body, the breast-bone being long and prominent, white skin, 
v^hite legs and feet, five toes, the fifth being clearly separated 
from the fourth and turning upwards, and white toe-nails. The 
fifth toe is a deformity and a disfigurement which should be 
bred out. The head large, wattles large and pendulous in the 
cock, not so large in the hen, and rounded. Eye full and bright; 
comb single or rose in coloured Dorkings; single in silver-greys 
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(though fine rose silver-greys have been shown); rose in white 
or cuckoo. 

The single comb should be upright in the cock; in the hen 
it should fall on one side of the head. In the cock it should 
be thick,’ firm on the head, evenly serrated, free from side 
sprigs, semi-circular in outline seen from the side, and of fine 
texture. Thighs stout and covered by the plumage. Legs 
short and stout, and spurs carried inside. (Dorking hens and 
even pullets frequently have spurs of considerable size.) The 
general appearance should be massive and dignified. 

Dorkings are inferior layers, but they lay large eggs, and 
are very good table birds. The chickens arc very delicate and 
difficult to rear. They arc very scarce in India. 

13. Minorca. — ^The Minorcas arc in many places known 
by the name of '"Red-faced Spanish'", and are the nearest, in 
shape and appearance, to the Black Spanish, of all varieties of 
(owls. It is probable that the two races were originally one, 
and that the faces then were red, as the Minorcas now have 
them; but the Spanish have been bred with white faces, and 
spoiled by too fine breeding. The shape is like the Leghorn, 
but the comb is larger, and there is the red face, the white ear- 
lobes, and the clean legs. There are two colours, the blacks 
and the whites, but the latter arc very little seen. The metallic 
black plumage of the blacks makes them very handsome, and 
they are, for the same reason, very suitable for keeping in 
towns or in such districts as are not over-clean, from the 
proximity of factories or works of any kind. As layers, 
Minorcas are one of the best small breeds we have at present; 
they are capital foragers and small eaters. They are very good 
layers when given free range. They lay very large white eggs 
and a great number of them. They are amongst the best fowls 
to be found in India, and are rapidly growing in favour, as 
they do well both in the plains and the hills. 

Weight , — Minorca cocks 7 lbs.; hens 5 lbs. 

14. Campine. — ^The Campines are a breed of Belgium 
fowls of the Leghorn type. They are good layers of large white 
eggs, and carry a fair quantity of well-flavoured flesh. They 
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are marked with black and white bars. The cocks weigh front 
5 to 6 lbs., and the hens from 3 to 4 lbs. 

15. Hamburg. — ^Hamburgs are small fowls, but lay very 
well. There arc a number of varieties of this breed. Some of 
them are very beautiful. They are very much like the Leghorns 
in quality. They are not common in India. 

16. Leghorn. — A most useful small breed is the Leghorn. 
It is a good layer of large white eggs. There arc several varieties 
of this breed, such as the white, brown, black, mottled, buff^ 
and others. Of these, the white and brown are the most useful; 
they are larger and lay larger eggs than the other varieties. The 
Leghorn excels as a layer. As a breed 'for the novice it cannot 
be beaten as it is a good forager, and is very hardy. Leghorns 
fly rather well, so need a high fence to keep them in. 

The comb of the Leghorn cock should be single, large, erect,, 
and evenly serrated, with five or six wedge-shaped spikes. The 
hen's comb should be similar in conformation to that of the 
cork, but carried drooping to one side of the head. There are 
also rose-combed Leghorns. The face should be red, the lobes 
j)ure white, and with all the varieties the legs should be yellow 
in colour. The best birds will weigh — cocks 6 lbs. and hens 
4 lbs. 

17. Ancona. — ^The Ancona is really a speckled variety of 
the Leghorn family. 

18. Sussex. — The Sussex fowl is the oldest breed of 
English fowls now existing. It is sometmes called the Surrey 
fowl. This was one of the ancestors of the coloured Dorking. 
There are three recognised varieties of this breed — the Light, 
the Speckled, and the Red. There are also white and brown 
birds. The Light ones are marked like the Light Brahma, and 
are the favourites. 

The Sussex fowl is hardy, both as a chicken and later on, 
and the hen is a very good layer and mother, but the command- 
ing merit of this breed is as a table-fowl. They are large 
square-built birds, with close plumage, single comb, short legs 
free from feathers, carriage erect and graceful. Cocks weigh 
*9 lbs., hens 7 lbs. 

19. Rhode Isl.^d Red. — This fowl originated from a 



DIFFERENT BREEDS OF FOWLS 


71 


Cl OSS between the Brahma or Langshan and the Chittagong and 
the common farm-yard fowls of Rhode Island in America. The 
mixture of breeds still shows itself in the different types found 
among these fowls. Some arc single-comb, some are rose-comb; 
some are. like the Wyandotte, and some like the Rock in type. 
The prevailing colour is red, but there are also buff, w'hite, and 
brown ones. 


Tin: roiNTs oi' the fowl. 

( IN DIAGRAM ) 



They arc now standardised, and are being bred extensively 
in England, U.S.A. and India. Their chief value is as prolific 
layers of large dark-shelled eggs. One of the best all-round 
breeds, combining both table and egg laying qualities. Very 
hardy, stands damp well, and the chickens arc ca.sy to rear. 
Being lighter than the Orpington, they stand the climate of 
India better. They have improved immensely during the last 
few years, and are growing in favour, in spite of the difficulty 
experienced in breeding them true to colour. The brighter red 
has given place to one of almost chocolate colour. In fact, it 
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seems impossible to get a red too dark. They are inclined to 
smuttiness in the under-colour. Smutty birds are necessary to 
breed from, but are of no use in the show pen. 

The birds are handsome and keep their appearance better 
than most breeds. For the novice they have much to recom- 
mend them. One fascination lies in the fact that old breeders 
and novices stand much the same chance of breeding a winner, 
providing the stock birds are from a reliable source, and are 
properly mated. The reason for this is, that the breed being 
yet in the making, there is always the tendency to throw back. 

The body should be long, broad and deep, with breast 
carried well forward and back fiat. Legs and feet should be 
dc(!p yellow, and may show some brown horn colour. Colour 
of male — a rich dark red with breast as near top colour as 
jx)ssiblc, both to be well glossed; tail, black. Wing, when 
open, shows black in both primaries and secondaries. Female 
colouring should be a rich even shade of deep red throughout, 
about the colour of breast of male; wing and tail markings as 
in the male. Neck hackle usually shows a little black marking 
at base. 

Single and rose combs are allowed but the single combs 
are more jxipular. Lobes should be red and eyes red. Weight 
should be — cocks lbs., hens lbs. 

20. Faverolle. — The Favcrollc is the most ix)pular French 
breed. It is an outcome of crosses between the Brahma, the 
Dorking, and the Houdan. There are two recognised varieties 
— the salmon and the white. In both se.xes the comb is single, 
but they have beards or muffs like the Houdan. They should 
not have crests. The body is broad, deep, and wide. The 
legs should be of medium size with scanty feathering. They 
have five toes like the Dorkings. They are good layers and 
table birds. The cocks should weigh from 7 to 8 lbs., and the 
hens from 6 to 7 lbs. 

21. Malines. — The Concau de Malines is the leading 
variety of Belgian fowls. They are good table birds. Cocks 

, weigh from 9 to 10 lbs., and hens from 6^ to 8 lbs. In type they 
are like the Langshan. They are an outcome of crosses between 
the Brahma and the common fowls of the country' . There are 
two colours— the white and the cuckoo. 
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Imported Poultry. — Much has been said about the advis- 
ability, or otherwise, of importing fowls from England, 
Australia, America, and other countries. 

Years ago, the only wise course to pursue if a pen of pure- 
bred birds was desired, was to import them. The difficulty in 
obtaining fresh blood resulted in in-breeding and cross-breeding 
until the birds had deteriorated to such an extent, that they 
were not fit to breed from. 

To-day, things are different, and many of our Indian-bred 
birds can hold their own again.st those from overseas. It is not 
unusual for the best bird in a show to be one bred in India, 
although there may be many imported birds competing. There 
are breeders all over India, and it is possible to procure new 
stock entirely unrelated to one's own birds. 



Pair of Buff Orpingtons. 
Fig. 21. 


Still, the best breeders imp>ort, and even novices sometimes 
send abroad for their first pen of fowls. By doing this, they are 
keeping in touch with the standards in other countries. All the 
improved breeds have come from England, Australia or 
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America, and these arc regularly being improved upon. Hence^ 
it is better for us to go on importing as we are able. 

Imported birds are sometimes seriously affected by the 
long voyage, and take months to recover, if they ever recover 
at all. 

Others arrive in splendid condition, and look as if they 
have only been in their crates for a few days. 

The exportation of birds from England is becoming a more 
important business, and greater care is being taken to sec that 
they are properly crated, despatched and cared for on the 
voyage. 

Birds of q, io, or ti months are the best ones to import, 
as they stand the journey bett(‘r, and become acclimatised more 
readily than the older on(‘s. The best time of the year to import 
is during the months of October and November. They, then, 
hav(i the cold weather to become acclimatised, and during that 
time as many chickens should be reared from them as possible. 
I'he hot weather and rains may affect them rather badly, so 
extra care should be taken of them during these trying months. 

If they survive the first year, the hens will probably lay 
b(‘tter the second year, and the chickens will be stronger. 

Birds, hatched from imported stock, are usually more 
hardy than their parents and give better results. For this reason 
it is wise to set every hatchable egg and rear as many as 
possible. These fowls bring a better price than those from 
Indian-bred fowls, as do also the eggs from imported stock. 

It is a good plan to import a cock and mate it with the hens 
reared in India, if one cannot afford to buy a whole pen. This 
brings in the fresh blood so necessary to keep the birds up to 
the standard aixl at the same time the chickens hatched will be 
hardier than those from imported hens. 

The secret of success lies not merely in having good birds 
to start with, but by carefully selecting, mating and breeding 
them. 

- An ounce of experience is worth a pound of theory. There 
are some things that must be learned by one’s own personal 
experience, and things learned in this way are not soon forgotten. 
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Keep on trying; study and work; work and study. Read 
all the good books and papers you can get hold of, but do not 
abandon a good method because someone else suggests, what 
they consider, a better one. It has still to be proved and much 
valuable time is lost in changing from one way to another and 
thus upsetting the fowls. Stud^^ your birds, work with them 
and improve them until you have them as near perfection as 
is possible. You will not always be successful, but do not be 
discouraged. See where you have made a mistake and avoid 
the same error the next time. Experience will cost you time 
and money; it will also cost you thought and labour. You 
cannot procure experience without such expenditure. It is 
possible to keep poultry for 30 or 40 years and still know 
very little about them. Poultry-keeping needs thought and 
labour, just as much as the successful practice of anything 
else in life. 

The Best Breed. — Many people ask the question, ' 'Which 
is the best breed for laying?"' or "Which is the best breed for 
table purposes?" These questions arc very difficult to answer, 
and that for various reasons. Some birds lay more, eggs than 
do some other birds, but the eggs are small; some will lay large 
eggs, but not very many. Now, what do you mean liy a good 
layer? A hen that lays small and many eggs, or a hen that lays 
large and fewer eggs? Then, again, all hens of the same breed 
will not lay the same number of eggs, nor will they lay eggs of 
the same size. There are bad and good layers among all breeds. 
It is quite impossible to say which breed is the best layer. It is 
not so much the breed as it is the special strain or family of the 
breed that proves good layers; and this strain is made by careful 
thought and breeding. The same thing applies to birds for 
table purposes. The best breed for a fancier is the breed 
he likes best, or has worked longest with. The ideal fowl is the 
one that is beautiful to look at, will lay about 130 large eggs 
during the year, and will give a good account of itself when 
served up on the table. There are such fowls. You will not 
find many In the market, but you can make them at home if 
you want to do so. They are the product of money, time, 
thought and labour. They will do better year by year, if you 
still work with them. An ideal fowl is not merely a fancy bird 



POULTRY-KEEPING IN INDIA 


with beautiful feathers and nothing else. It is a bird as large as 
[Possible, handsome or even beautiful, carrying plenty of meat 
and producing a good number of eggs. And such birds can be 
found among many of the breeds mentioned in this book. 

Size. — The size of fowls is a subject of some interest. Some 
very small birds are found among the large breeds, and some 
small breeds will produce fairly large birds. There are 
Bantams among Brahmas, Cochins, Rocks, Langshans, Game, 
and Chittagongs. The Houdan, Minorca, and Leghorn are 
small birds, but scnne of them will weigh from 7 to 8 lbs. The 
size of a fowl is entirel3^ a matter of breeding and rearing. You 
(Tin produce Bantams from the large fowls, and you can produce 
large* fowls from Bantams, if you will only give thought and 
labour to it. The correct thing to do, however, is to keep your 
birds to the standard weight. We do not want freaks, but 
straightforward hone'st birds which can be depended on. 

The size of the eggs also is a matter of interest. The Cochin 
family is supposed to lay small eggs, very few weighing more 
than I J ounces. The Brahma also lays only medium-sized eggs. 
The Rhode Island Red, Langshan, Wyandotte, Orpington and 
Rock lay eggs of good size, usually weighing 2 ounces. The 
Minorca, Houdan and Leghorn are small birds, yet they lay 
large eggs. The Chittagong is a large breed, but it laj^s a small 

Now the size of the egg also is not so much the question of 
the breed as it is of the strain. By proper selection, mating, 
breeding and rearing yon can make a strain — the family of the 
breed 5^011 have — la\’ large eggs. 

In England, America and Australia eggs weighing 2 ounces 
are considered to be of the proper weight. You can make your 
fowls lay large eggs, bj^ hatching from eggs weighing 2 ounces 
and over. This is a good rule to make and stick to, as only by 
this means can we counteract the tendency to smaller eggs, that 
seems to ]>revail in the trxang climate of India. 

Buying Eggs and Fowls. — It is much better to buy 
Oldinary eggs from a \^ard where the fowls are properly selected, 
mated, and bred, than to buy some grand-looking fowls from 
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a yard where selection, mating, and breeding are neglected. 
The eggs procured from the yard of an experienced breeder will 
produce at least lo per cent, of very superior chickens that will, 
in the turn, again produce some first-class birds. Every egg. 
will not produce a bird of equal value, but where a certain 
quality is being bred for, that quality will be reproduced in some 
measure in a portion of the chickens raised from these eggs. 

Pure-bred or Cross-bred. — All the breeds, such as the 
Brahma, Cochin, Langshan, Rock, Wyandotte, Orpington, 
Rhode Island Red, Hoiidan, and the innumerable variety of 



fowls found to-day arc manufactured. The Games and Chitta- 
gong are probably the oldest biecds. You can make any variety 
of fowls by careful selection and breeding, but others have spent 
a great deal of time, money, brains, and labour in producing 
the variety of breeds we now have, and what is the use of going 
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over the same ground and trying to produce what has already 
been produc(‘d ? Be content to take some of the varieties already 
produced, and work on them and try to perfect them. You will 
get better results from what we call pure-bred birds than from 
birds that have been mixed up together. It may become neces- 
sary to put some fonngn blood into a breed in order to improve 
certain points, but this should not be attempted by any person 
who is unacquainted with poultry culture. When two pure 
breeds are mixcxl together, the bad qualities of both parents 
are more likely to predominate in the progeny than the good 
qualities, and the further the mixing process goes on, the quicker 
the progeny will deteriorate. 

Ec;g Production and Fertility. — The majority of country 
fowls lay from 30 to 60 eggs a year. Sixty eggs for each hen 
is a high av(*rage. (iood breeds of hens will lay as many 
as 150 eggs, and some have laid 300 eggs and over in 12 
months. People are now trying to make hens lay 365 eggs a 
year. You may not be surprised if some one tries to j)roduce 
hens that will lay two eggs each day of the year. We sometimes 
hoar of hens laying four eggs in three days and repeating this 
performance regularly. Nowadays hens are called laying 
u’.achines. This excessive production weakens the germ and a 
percentage of the eggs prove infertile. If you want a large 
number of eggs, you must not want chickens. If you want 
chickens, you must be content with fewer eggs. 

People are very exacting. They want 250 eggs from a 
hen, and they want 250 chickens from the 250 eggs. If a hen 
lays 150 eggs in 12 months and you raise fifty chickens from 
those eggs, you have done well. Large producers are kept not 
for breeding purposes, but for supplying eggs to the market. If 
you want a lot of strong, healthy, vigorous chickens, select a 
good, large, healthy bird in her second or even third year that 
will lay 150 eggs in 12 months, and be satisfied if two-thirds of 
her eggs hatch. The jungle hen will lay only from Q to 12 eggs, 
then become broody and begin to incubate her eggs; such hens 
will generally raise from ii to 12 chickens from 12 eggs. They 
are satisfied with bringing up only three broods a year. 
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BANTAMS 

Though kept by many in England, U. S. A., and elsewhere 
are kept in India by only a few enthusiasts and lovers of 
poultry. One authority on Bantams in India is the Maharaja 
of Pithapuram who has kept them for over 40 years. 

They have a fascination of their own, make splendid pets 
for children, and are most ornamental and bred only for pleasure 
and fancy. 

It may be noted, however, that many varieties of Bantams 
are good layers, and the egg, though small, is rich and of a good 
flavour. Likewise the meat is claimed to be of very high 
quality. Bantams are specially suited to towns and city back 
yards where space is limited. 

Breeds, Bantams may be classified as Ornamental Bantams 
and Game Bantams. Ornamental Bantams include the following 
breeds: — The Sebright, the Rosecomb (prototypes of the 
Hamburg fowl), Brahma, Cochin, Polish, and Japanese. There 
are of course many more also. The Sebright Bantam, both the 
Silver Sebright and Golden Sebright are amongst the most 
beautiful marked fowls in existence. The w'hite Wyandotte 
Bantam is also very beautiful and very popular. 

The Game Bantam class contain many varieties of Game, 
such as the Black Breasted Red, Spangled old English Game, 
Golden Duckwing, Silver Duckwang, Berchen, Red Pyle, White 
and Black. The most popular and probably the most beautiful 
coloured in this class is the Black-Breasted Red, very popular 
in the U.S.A. In England the old English Game, also a black 
red variety is much admired and kept. 

Care and Feeding. What has been said as regards care etc. 
applies equally to Bantams. Houses, runs etc. are naturally 
all on a much reduced scale. In regard to feeding, the whole 
object is to keep down size, therefon^ hard grains are used and 
not mash feeding, as the latter is used to increase size and 
weight. Rice is largely fed by experienced Bantam breeders, 
as it contains practically no bone-forming properties, therefore 
the birds are kept dowm in size. There are very few good 
Bantams in India. Those desiring to keep good ones are 
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advised to import from England. Eggs can be easily secured 
by air nowadays. Or a trio or pen can be imported. The 
writer's preference is for old English Game. 

The Maharaja of Pithapuram has some beautiful white 
Wyandotte Bantams which he has bred himself, and also some 
excellent Game Bantams. 






CHAPTER VII 


BREEDING 

If permanent success in poultry-keeping is desired, syste- 
matic breeding must be carried on. It is only by carefully 
breeding from the best birds that the great improvement in our 
domestic poultry has been attained. I would advise every 
poultry-breeder to keep a copy of ‘‘The Illustrated Book of 
Poultry'*, by Lewes Wright. The new and revised edition of 
Mr. Wright's book should be obtained. Also procure all the 
books on Poultry in India. Those books may not give you 
any more information than you will obtain from this volume, 
but you will receive some benefit from the experience of other 
successful breeders. 

Breeding one's own poultry is much cheaper than buying 
them. They not only cost less money, but the danger of infec- 
tion caused by diseased imported birds is avoided. Then, 
again, one is always sure of the blood, or strain, as it is called, 
of the birds he breeds in his yard. The general rule is, “like 
will produce like'', though this is not always absolutely true of 
every breed. 

The Art of Breeding is governed by a few rules which 
are simple and easy to understand; and these rules must be 
faithfully observed if any degree of success is to be gained: — 

1. Select only the largest and best formed birds of the 
breed to breed from. 

2. Never breed from weakly, sickly, stunted, mismarked 
or deformed birds. 

3. Always select the best layers to breed from. 

4. Never breed from cocks or hens under a year old, or 
more than three-and-a-half years old. The best chickens are 
produced from hens two years old mated with cocks a year old, 
or hens a year old mated with cocks two years old. 

5. The. novice should never breed in — that is, the male bird 
should always be of a different family from the hens he is mated, 

6 
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with, though of the same strain. He should never breed from 
brother and sister. Father and daughters can be mated 
together and mother and son, also, if the relationship be distant, 
the birds can be bred from with advantage. 

It requires great skill and understanding to inbreed or line 
breed. Vigour is the main thing. If both sides have vigour, 
one can mate brother and sister with excellent results. Many 
of the most successful, and experienced breeders whose strains 
are famous, have produced the same by practising in-breeding. 
The novice, however, lacks this exp>erience and therefore he 
should not inbreed. 

6. To improve the breed, the hen must be mated with a 
cock that is superior to her. If the cock be inferior to the hen, 
the chickens will be inferior to their mother; but if the cock be 
superior to the hen, the chickens will be superior to their 
mother. An inferior cock will work ruin in a poultry-yard. 
It is much more economical to pay thirty rupees for a really 
good cock to mate with the breeding hens than to buy an 
ordinary bird for that purpose and pay ten rupees for him. 
The cock must not only be a good one, but must be from good 
stock and properly bred. If he is not from a good strain or 
family, he will not produce good chickens. 

7. To breed successfully, proper food and careful manage- 
ment are absolutely necessary. 

The Parent's Influence. — ^The male parent affects the 
external structure, shape, size and colour of the progeny and 
the female parent influences the internal structure — the consti- 
tution, temper and habits. The egg-producing powers are 
transmitted from fatlier to daughter and mother to son, hence 
the importance of breeding from a really good cock. All 
chickens from pure-bred parents will not come perfect in all 
points. Out of a dozen chickens probably only one or two will 
come up to anything like exhibition standard. Some will be 
defective in marking, some in size, some in shape, some in comb 
or leg. The Barred Rock and the Laced Wyandotte are 
difficult to breed up to standard perfection. They are not very 
old breeds and frequently throw back. Some of the Barred 
Rocks will come white, some black, some too light and some 
too dark. Some of the Laced Wyandottes will come with a 
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little feather on the legs, or defective in marking, or with 
defective combs. The older breeds, such as the Cochin, Lang- 
shan and Brahma and birds of one colour such as White 
Leghorns or Black Minorcas are easier to breed tnie, but even 
they are sometimes defective. Perfection in any bird is the 
result of continuous care in selection and breeding for years. 

Stock Birds. — In selecting a cock for breeding purposes, 
it is necessary to see, first, that he is of good size, has bone and 
plenty of flesh, not merely feathers, broad chest and erect 
carriage; second, that he has the right shape of his breed; 
third, that he has good colour; fourth, that he is active and 
young, but not under a year old; fifth, that he is perfectly 
healthy; sixth, that he is of good parentage — jxjdigree; seventh, 
that he has not been used too much and his powers exhausted. 
A pure-bred cock with these qualities will improve the birds 
bred in the poultry-yard. 

In selecting a hen or pullet for breeding purposes, it is 
necessary to see, first, that she is of a good size, has bone and 
plenty of flesh, but is not too fat, is broad and deep in chest 
and erect in carriage; second, that she has the right shape of 
her breed; third, that she is of good colour; fourth, that she 
is quiet and tame, active and young, but not under a year old; 
fifth, that she is perfectly healthy and has moulted quickly and 
is in no way deformed; sixth, that she comes on to lay early 
and lays a good number of large eggs; seventh, that she is of 
the same breed as the cock, of good pedigree, and resembles 
him in colour. A pure-bred hen with the above-mentioned 
qualities, when mated with the cock described above, is sure 
to produce some first-class birds. 

It must be borne in mind that while the quality of the hen 
only affects the quality of her own progeny, the quality of the 
cock affects the progeny of every hen in the pen with him. 
Not only the quality of the cock, but the quality of the 
progenitors of that cock, not for one only, but for many 
generations back, will affect the progeny of that cock. Hence 
no care or money is wasted if wisely spent on the selection of a 
really good cock for the breeding pen. 

Rigid selection is the only means by which the stock can 
be improved. Every year the best hens and pullets must be 
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picked out of the stock, and mated with the best cockerels and 
cocks. The cock should be of a different family from the hens 
he is mated with, though of the same strain or line. This should 
be done every year; and the defective and old birds either sold 
in. the market or used for the table. If two or three separate 
pens of the same breed are kept, the cock of one pen can be 
rnah'd to the pullets of the other pen, and the cockerels of one 
p(?n to the hens of the other pen. With two or three pens of 
the same breed, a judicious man need not go outside for fresh 
blood; he will have all the cocks and hens he wants for the 
Jiiost successful pedigree breeding for many years, and 
effectually avoid breeding with close relations. This method 
will insure a good and reliable stock of birds. In a properly 
managed yard, half the stock of birds will be bred each year, 
and a third of the old stock will be killed off or sold. A few 



Fair of White Rose-comb Leghorns. 
Fig. 25. 


'surplus birds must be kept to fill the places of those that may 
have to be removed from the pens. Unless this is done it will 
be impossible to keep up the efficiency of the stock. The cock 
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used for breeding must, in every case, be a pure-bred, one; 
a cross-bred cock must never be bred from. 

Proportion between Cocks and Hens. — Very large cocks 
must not be mated with small hens, and very small cocks must 
not be mated to large hens. Both birds must be of proper 
proportions and as large as possible in the large breeds, and 
as small as possible in Bantams. When one bird is too large' 
and the other too small, the eggs are infertile, and the small 
hens are seriously injured by the large heavy cocks. 

Number of Hens to a Cock. — Not more than from three 
to four hens should be given to a Brahma or Cochin cock; the 
Rock, Langshan, Orpington and Game cock should have from 
five to six; the Wyandotte and Rhode Island Red from six to 
eight; but the Chittagong, Minorca and Leghorn need from 
seven to ten hens for each cock. As the hens finish laying and 
leave the run, others must be put in their place. Some cocks 
will take more hens than will other cocks of the same breed, 
and some cocks will not be able to serve half the usual number. 
The number of hens given to a cock depends uj)c)n the age and 
vitality of the male bird, and also the season of the year. 
Poultry generally begin to moult in July and August, and 
during July, August, September, and even October, the cock 
birds are not so active as they are from November to April. 
The excessive heat during May and June is very trying and 
exhausting to some birds. The cocks and hens should bo 
separated during the time of their moult, July to September, 
and also during the very hot season of the year. 

Half the battle of rearing strong useful chicks lies with the 
parents, for the condition of the breeding stock, especially of 
the male bird, is of the utmost importance; the birds must all 
be fully grown and in the pink of health and condition, neither 
too fat nor too lean. The best results are obtained when the 
male bird is removed from the breeding pen at the end of the 
season and kept by himself and well fed till he is wanted again. 
He should not be allowed, even during the breeding season, 
to remain for any length of time in the pen with the hens with- 
out a change. Some breeders keep two cocks for each pen of 
from six to ten hens, changing the male bird every week or 
perhaps every three or four days. 
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Too few hens are as great a cause of infertile eggs as too 
many, and the strain upon the hens is also very liable to cause 
them irreparable injury. 

How TO Manage Cockerels. — As a rule, cocks begin to 
run with the hens much before the time they should. If 
cockerels are put with hens before they are one year old, they 
are stunted, and their progeny are not strong and large. 
Cockerels should be kept far away from hens and pullets in a 
separate run, shed and house, and properly fed and cared for 
until they are a year old, when they should be mated to 
selected hens. 

Kept Separate. — If more than one breed is kept, each 
breed must be kept separate, and on no account allowed to run 
together. They must have separate houses, sheds and runs. 
When different breeds are allowed to run together, all the birds 
are ruined and the progeny becomes worthless. 

When a person has limited room and means, he should 
keep only one breed of fowls, and that a pure one. Keep a 
cock and from four to ten hens according to the breed. A few 
fowls can be easily managed, and will yield a great deal of 
pleasure and profit. 

When the grounds are large, and the person can afford it, 
he should keep two or three separate pens of the same breed. 
When two or more jxms of the same breed are kept, and the 
chickens of the separate pens are not closely related to each 
other, the cocks of one lot may be mated with the pullets of 
another lot, and in-breeding thus avoided, but when all the 
fowls are allowed to run together, the cocks must be procured 
from elsewhere. 

The Colony Plan. — In a large run, enclosed with wire- 
netting, or in a garden or field, a colony of from twenty-one 
to thirty-three birds can be kept with very good results. The 
run should be at least from 300 to 400 feet long and 100 to 150 
feet wide, WTth a house 10 feet by 15 feet in the centre, and a 
number of large trees around for shade. In such a run and 
house three cocks and from eighteen to thirty hens can be kept 
satisfactorily. Such a number of birds cannot be kept in a 
small run. If two cocks are put with the hens in a small run. 
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they will worry the hens and start fighting, bnt when kept on 
free range or in a colony in a large run as mentioned above, 
three cocks can be kept together with the hens. When the 
grounds are large enough, the flock will, as a rule, split into 
as many portions as there are males, and each lot take to 
different parts of the run and live in peace. Before the cocks 
are put together in the pen, they should be kept together by 
themselves in a small pen and allowed to make friends. They 
must not be allowed to fight. 

Mating fgr Colour is a very difficult subject to touch 
upon; it embraces such a large area that it is quite impossible 
to go fully into the subject. As buff seems to be the most 
difficult colour, we wall just say a word or two about this 
popular tint, w^hich has caused so much haggling and un- 
pleasantness in exhibition circles. As everybody knows, the 
great bugbear in breeds of this colour is the persistency with 
which the black feather makes its appearance in the tail; we 
may breed from birds almost sound in colour, but the 
youngsters from them may show the black feather to an alarm- 
ing extent. In mating up a pen of this colour, select a good, 
level, deep-coloured cockerel, even if he docs show a little black 
in the tail (also insist on the black feathers showing a tinge of 
buff in each one), rather than a so-called self-coloured bird of 
the ''wishy-washy'" type. It is advisable in this colour to have 
the male bird a deeper and richer shade than the female. Very 
often the buff runs too light and produces white. In some 
varieties it is quite impossible to breed both males and females 
of good colour from the same pen. 

Cross-breeding. — Breeding cross-bred poultry needs skill, 
commonsense and knowledge of the characteristics of the 
different breeds. All crosses are not good. Cross-bred fowls 
should not be bred from; they should be used for the table and 
for laying only. If they are bred from, their progeny will be 
sure to deteriorate. The first-cross is the best. By first-cross, 
I mean the progeny of a cock of pure breed and a hen of 
another pure breed. If the first-cross hens are bred from, they 
must be mated to another pure bred cock of the same breed 
as their father. The cross-bred cockerels or cocks must never 
be used for breeding. 
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There is very little advantage to the poultry fancier in 
producing cross-breeds. The pure breeds are very much more 
satisfactory both . as layers and table fowls, as well as for 
exhibition. Their eggs and chickens demand a better price, 
and consequently pay better, while the egg-production can be 
more easily kept up to the standard. 

As a cottage industry the breeding of cross-bred fowls can 
be advocated. The method is a cheaper one, and one that will 
have a more rapid effect on the poultry of this country. The 
aim being merely to provide eggs and fowls for human consump- 
tion, the pureness of the birds is not essential while they lay 
well, and grow to maturity rapidly. 

Crowding. — Another matter of very great importance is 
n()ver to have too many fowls in one run or liousc. When fowls 
are crowded together, they will not lay well, and the eggs they 
do lay, if not infertile, will produce weak and sickly chickens; 
not only so, but the fowls will soon become sick and die. F'owls 
should never be kept in the same house and run with ducks, 
geese or turkeys. If they are, they will be utterly spoiled. 



Mash Hopper. 
Fig. 25. 


Care and Feed. — A very great deal depends upon the care 
given to fowls and the food they receive. You need never 
expect to get good birds without good food and proper care. 
The best breed will soon deteriorate if neglected or badly fed. 

How TO Know the Best Layers. — It is sometimes difficult 
to know the best layers among the hens. Those who keep only 
a few fowls and watch them closely can often distinguish the 
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egg of each bird. But when many arc kept this is impossible. 
It is always best to keep the hens from which you desire to breed 
separate from the common stock, and when this is done, it is 
not difficult to tell which of them are the best layers. An active, 
intelligent-looking bird, with a bright comb, will, as a rule, be 
a better layer than a dull, lazy-looking hen. 

The safest method is to use trap nests or separate pens. 
This nest is so constructed that as soon as the hen enters it, the 
trap-door closes down and shuts the hen in. After she has laid 
her egg, you liberate her. By this means you can tell how 
many eggs each hen lays in the year. 

While trap nesting is the onlj' absolute way of dc'termining 
a fowl's laying ability, there are certain general characteristics 
of layers which are pretty well recognized. It will pay you to 
study this and then select your hens on such basis. 



Measuring Capac ity, that is Disfxnce from I^rkast 
Bone to Pelvic Bones. 

Fig. 27. 

In the case of pullets that have not as yet begun to lay, 
select those which show the best development for their age. 
Choose the birds that are well filled out, healthy, bright eyed, 
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acti\’e and vigorous. They should have long bodies, deep in 
back with plenty of room for egg producing organs, good stout 
legs for their size and promise of proper comb and wattle 
development. Avoid the thin, sickly, shallow bodied, crow 
h(‘aded, sluggish or poorly feathered pullets. 

If you are culling or selecting older birds that have laid 
before, you can learn almost as much about them by watching 
them as by handling. Choose the hens that moult late, that 
are friendly and industrious, first off the roost in the morning 
and last on at night. Their toe nails will probably be worn 
short with scratching and their feathers soiled and worn with 
work. They may not look nice and clean but will be workers 
and layers. Discard the nervous, flighty bird that sits on the 
roost much of the time, moults early and has a small rough 
comb and deep yellow legs and beak at all times. Catch each 
fowl, handle her and study her. The greater the capacity the 
better the layer. The pelvic bone measurement is taken to sec 
whether a hen is in lay or not. If in lay the bones will be wide 
apart. 

How TO Know the A(;e of Birds. — An experienced hand 
can tell an old fowl at a glance, but it is rather difficult to impart 
this knowledge to a beginner; for no one sign is infallible. In 
general, the logs of a young bird look delicate and smooth, its 
comb and wattles soft and fresh and its general outline, even in 
good condition, rather light and graceful; whilst an old one will 
have rather hard, horny-looking shanks, its comb and wattles 
look somewhat harder, drier and more ‘'scurfy'', and its figure 
is well filled out. Many of these indications even may be 
deceptive, especially as “dealers" have a way of making old 
birds look young. The only advice to give a beginner is to use 
his own powers of obseiA^ation, and try and detect the “old 
look". 

Fat Hens. — ^The breeding stock must never be allowed to 
become fat. When a hen begins to grow fat, she will begin to 
reduce H:he number and size of her eggs. A very fat hen will 
flot lay at all. A laying hen should be in good condition, not 
fat nor thin. When a hen is allowed to run light she will become 
ill and stop laying. Laying hens should be kept in a fair and 
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hard condition. If the cock bird gets too fat. ho will become 
dull and lazy, and will be useless in the pen. 

The birds in the breeding-pens must bo periodically 
examined, and if they are too fat, their food must be reduced. 



Measuring Distance Between Pelvic Bonls. 

Fig. 28. 

The birds must be made to take exercise and scratch for their 
food. 

The Scientific Selection of Breeding Stock. — In the 
selection of birds for breeding purposes, the aim of the fancier 
should be along the line of both utility and fancy, and his selec- 
tions made to bring about good results in each direction. As 
the development of one does not conflict with tlu^ development 
of the other, there is no good reason why any fancier should 
not build up a family or strain of birds that excel in both fancy 
and utility qualities. These qualities are of mutual benefit to 
each other, and a bird possessing both to a good degree is a 
better bird and worth more money than one that may be strong 
in one line and not the other. The utility qualities are mainly 
those of egg-production, size of body and quality of flesh for 
market purposes, while those of the fancy are confined to shape 
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of body and rolour of plumage. In birds of all classes, except 
Jiantams, good size is an important feature, and this is especially 
desirable in birds intended for market purposes. This practical 
fca.turc is also one of equal value from a fancy standpoint. The 
breeder who raises birds for the market wants good size, and 
the fancier also desires good size, as it is a standard requirement. 
It is therefore necessary to select birds as breeders that are of 
good size, and by size is meant a bird that will reach standard 
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weight without being over-fat. An over-fat bird is never a good 
breeder, nor is it a desirable bird for the market. It is almost 
unnecessary to add that good health must accompany good size, 
and is an indispensable feature in any branch of the poultry 
industry. In the matter of egg-production, the ‘'fancy'’ should 
give it attention as well as “utility'*, as it is as important to the 
one as the other. A female may be of unusual merit as an 
exhibition specimen, but if she is not a good layer, she is of but 
little profit to her owner. It is the female that combines the two 
branches of quality, that is of value. We all desire to raise as 
many chicks' as possible from our best birds, and the number 
of chicks that can be produced from a female will gauge her 
value as a breeder — quality of chicks, of course, to be considered. 
The size and shape of the eggs laid by our hens is also an 
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important feature. Some hens lay small eggs considering their 
size, and others lay eggs of poor shape, both undesirable features, 
as the pullets from such females are apt to have the same failing 
except as modified by the influence of their sire, which may have 
been a bird from a female that laid an egg of good size and 
shape. Selections should be made of those females that lay 
eggs of good size and shape, and also in the selection of our 
male birds we should consider this matter, and, if possible, use 
such birds as are from females that are known to lay eggs of 
desirable shape and size. A few seasons of such selection, and 
one would have a strain of fowls that would be of more than 
ordinary value as layers of large, fine-shaped eggs. It is, of 
course, necessary in order to know the eggs laid by each hen, 
to make use of some device that will enable us to ascertain this 
fact without any chance for mistakes such as the trap-nest. 
Make it a point to consider the size and shape of the eggs laid 
by a hen in selecting hens for breeding purposes. It is also a 
wise plan to consider the disposition of a bird in making selec- 
tion, especially so in the choice of a male bird. Where possible, 
other qualities considered, select the one with a gallant, generous, 
active disposition, one that would give his last bit of food to 
the females of his pen and go without any himself -a bird that 
is always polite to his mates and is ever-ready to do battle in 
their behalf. A male of such disposition will get better chicks 
and more of them than the bird of surly disposition and lazy 
movement. It is well, also, to give attention to the disposition 
of the females, and, as far as possible, select those of the active, 
energetic type: those that are "'hustling" around most of their 
time instead of sleeping on the roosts or in some comfortable 
spot, — the kind that make good sitters and mothers. It is not 
always possible to select birds that possess all of these desired 
qualities, but one can combine as many as possible, and each 
season endeavour to make the combination stronger, always 
working in the direction of the improvement of all these desirable 
qualities. It can be done if one will only give attention to it. 
It is by the selection of the "best*’ in all respects that real pro- 
gress is made. The ideal female should possess all these qualities 
to a great degree; and the ideal male bird should not only 
possess proper ^ze, disposition, etc., but should be the son of 
an ideal female. Some may say that we are getting beyond the 
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realm of the practical into that of the ideal when we ask for a 
combination of all these qualities in our breeding stock. This 
is not so; it is practical and possible, and only requires the atten- 
tion of the breeder along this line to bring it about. No one of 
these good qualities will conflict with another. The selection of 
our breeding stock should be made with a consideration of all 
factors that may have an influence in developing and establish- 
ing all good qualities in the blood of our birds. 

Influence of the Bird. — T he breeding of fancy 

]X)ultry has bei^n gradually growing out of the realm of the 
theoretical into that of the practical, and the work of our best 
fanciers has brought it to a point where it may rightly 
b(* termed a science, and if one would achieve the highest 
success, it must be considered as such, and made a study not in 
a superficial way, but in a thorough, earnest manner, by watch- 
ing the results of every move; of every effort; and tracing out 
the conditions and elements that have been the cause. Along 
this line let us consider one of the important factors of the 
breeding problem, and that is the '‘influence of the male bird," 
and how it may be controlled so as to bring about the best results. 

A male bird to be considered desirable as a breeder should 
have an ancestry of undoubted good quality, — a line of birds 
that have demonstrated their ability of transmitting their good 
qualities to their progeny. It is as necessary to work for the 
establishment of this "breeding tendency" as it is of any feature 
that pertains to quality alone. No matter how much quality of 
form and plumage a bird may {x>ssess, he is of but little account 
as a breeder if he has not the power to transmit it to his progeny. 
Individual excellence is a very desirable feature in all breeding 
stock, but if it is not accompanied by a power to transmit it to 
their progeny, it is of but little use in the breeding yard. It is 
results that tend in the right direction that we are after in our 
work of the breeding season. A male bird that is possessed of 
individual excellence and also the power to transmit it to his 
progeny is a valuable bird for breeding purposes. When such 
a bird is in our possession, his blood should be used as largely 
as •possible, so that a line may be established that will be most 
■desirable in quality and breeding influence. It is the male bird 
that introduces the "life element" into the egg and every chick 
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from the mating of which he is the head is of his blood. Not 
only does he introduce the life element, but by so doing he 
brings into play the influence of the female also, which, in many 
cases, may be superior to his own and the chick may follow 
after the hen in point of quality and character. So that while the 
blood of the male bird enters into the life of each chick, it by 
no means follows that it will be the controlling influence, and 
will impart to the chick its own excellence, as it depends upon 
which parent will be the stronger in the power to transmit the 
qualities of form and colour. A male bird that is mated to 
several females oftentimes will vary much in the extent to which 
his influence will be noticeable in the chicks of the different 
females and this variation will be caused by the difference in the 
breeding influence of the females. Some of them may be stronger 
in this respect than the male bird, and others weaker ; and the 
chicks will naturally develop in quality along the line of that of 
the stronger parent. Where the male bird is the stronger in this 
breeding tendency, the cockerels will more nearly resemble him 
in form and colour and the pullets will also show his influence 
by their resemblance to his female relation, his mother or sisters. 
In the case where the female is the stronger, the cockerel will 
show a family resemblance to her sire or her brothers, and 
the pullets will more nearly resemble herself or her female 
relation. The stronger-blood influence will tend to produce 
a quality in keeping with that of the family of the bird exercis- 
ing such influence. As to which parent possesses it, one 
cannot tell until the chicks have developed sufficiently to show 
their quality of shape and colour of plumage, when one can 
tell which family the chick most resembles. There are cases, 
however, where some unknown influence seems to step in and 
produce a result that is at variance with the characteristics of 
either family. Where such result is not pleasing in the quality 
it presents, the breeder had better discard the mating of the 
male bird with that particular female. Where one makes use of 
both males and females that tend to the production of the same 
character of quality, it does not matter so much as to which 
side shall exert the greater influence, as in either case it should 
be in the right direction, but where one wishes to produce and 
continue certain good qualities that are possessed most largely 
by the line of blood from which the male bird has descended, 
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then it is important that he possesses the stronger breeding 
.power, so that these qualities may be transmitted to his chicks. 
Even where the male bird possesses stronger power to influence 
the quality of the chicks than any of his females, these females 
will vary in the strength of their influence, and to what extent, 
can only be told by a comparison of their chicks; and to do this 
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with any degree of certainty, one must breed in pairs, so that 
the eggs laid by each female may be known and marked. This 
wonld necessitate placing each female by herself and giving the 
male bird the run of the pen a short time each day, or every 
other day, or better still by the use of “trap nests.” This last 
plan would be the easier, and would allow' all the females we 
might wish to mate with any certain male bird to run together 
and would economise both space and time. The mating in 
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pairs is really the only scientific way of breeding, as it is the 
only way in which one may determine to a certainty the 
parentage of each chick and by a study of the quality and 
characteristics of the chicks, be able to determine which side 
has the greater influence in the production of the qualities they, 
possess. In the breeding of most lines of live-stock, the work 
is done in pairs, and it is no trouble to determine parentage, 
but in the case of fowls, where the young breaks forth from the 
egg into the life of the poultry world, it is necessary to mark 
the eggs of each female, and set them so that when the chicks 
hatch they may be given a mark that designates them as the 
offspring of a certain male and female. It is the only method 
by which one may with certainty arrive at a knowledge of the 
parentage of each chick. It may seem to some fanciers that all 
this work is unnecessary, and is carrying the breeding of 
'"chickens'' to a useless extent, but to the "genuine fancier," 
the one who makes use of his brain as well as his hands, such 
work will be recognised as the only line that gives results that 
may be studied and the influences that have brought thenn about 
located to a degree of certainty that is impossible under the old 
style of breeding. Many men are in the "fancy" for the pleasure 
it affords them, men of brains and intelligence, to whom the 
scientific method would appeal as the one most apt to give the 
pleasure they seek, and would call for the exercise of the mental 
as well as the physical faculties. Dame Nature does not give 
up her secrets easily, and when it comes to the matter of the 
various influences that possess such power in shaping the results 
in our efforts in the breeding of fancy poultry, it is necessary 
that we be able to locate and, as far as possible, control them, 
and a method or plan that will enable us to do this to the 
greatest degree of certainty is the one that will admit of the 
greatest progress. 

As the male bird must exert great influence over the quality 
of his chicks, because of his blood entering into the life of each, 
it is very important that he possesses qualities, individually and 
through the blood of his ancestors, that are of the kind we are 
working to establish in our strain. There is such a difference in 
the breeding tendencies of the birds of different strains that the 
only safe way for one to do is to establish a strain of his own 
;and introduce new blood carefully and from a strain that is 
7 
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bred along the same lines as his own — then the danger of conflict- 
ing influences will be reduced to the lowest point. One should 
sdttle up)on the type of a bird he wishes to produce and the 
style of colour, and stick to them — it, of course, being supposed 
he will make this choice according to the demands of the 
standard, and aim to produce a bird that will meet these require- 
ments to as great a degree as possible. In many fanciers' yards 
one may find several types of birds, in both shape and colour, 
and no system seems to prevail. This is not as it should be, 
as our efforts should be directed along definite lines. The breed- 
ing of fancy poultry is becoming more and more of a study to 
our best breeders, and their aim is to gain all knowledge possible, 
concerning the many influences that enter into the question of 
how to bring about the best results in our breeding operations. 
If these influences cannot be controlled, then only a certain 
degree of success is possible, and we may not expect to produce 
birds beyond a limited degree of quality. With such influences 
brought under control, the limit to quality will depend upon the 
i‘fforts of the individual fancier and the amount of study he will 
give the subject. If he looks upon it as a science and considers 
no part of it as beneath his efforts, he will most likely be success- 
ful to a degree that will well repay him, for the time and study 
he has given the subject. One cannot expect to get much for 
nothing, and anything worth having is worth putting forth som(i 
effort to secure. This is as true of the poultry industry as of 
anything else, and he who expects to produce birds of high 
quality must also be willing to master the science, that will give 
the knowledge, that will enable him to produce them. 

An Egg Type. — It is a disputed question whether such a 
thing exists with fowls as an egg type. Observation, however, 
leads us to believe that the best laying fowls do differ from other 
fowls of the same breed that are not such good laj^ers. They 
differ in characteristics that are to be recognized by one who is 
familiar with his fowls. Theoretically it is perfectly natural and 
plausible that the pronounced development of certain functions 
would call for a harmonious structural development of the 
.individual to support this function. For instance, the function 
of speed is accompanied with lightness of body, high nervous 
energy, great endurance and pluck and a striking adaptability 
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of size and shape of bone and muscle to do the work demanded 
with the least waste of energy. In short, it is simply the result 
of the silent working of the great law of adaptation which has 
made the pronounced type in all of our breeds. This has been 
hastened and sometimes hindered by the hand of man. The 
contrast between the race horse and the draft horse, the milch 
cow and beef cow, the greyhound and bull-dog, the Mediter- 
ranean fowl and the Asiatic is but another evidence of the rela- 
tion between type and performance. These types do not simply 
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happen so ; they have gradually developed to be the best for the 
purpose. When a hen is bom with parts better adapted to egg- 
production than any hen heretofore, she will, with proper care 
and food, make the larg[^est record. This sounds like a self- 
evident truth and it undoubtedly is. So is an egg type, but the 
egg type does not mean body-shape alone. That's where most 
failures occur in selection. We must remember that shape is 
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only a factor in the productive power of an individual. A hen 
may be perfec t in form and still be a poor producer, through 
not inheriting a high reproductive tendency; just as a loco- 
motive may be perfectly formed in every part to make great 
spcH^d, but may fail because of poor metal. Some hens with 
perfect form and inherited prolificacy to be large egg-producers 
may fail, on account of lack of vitality and vigour of constitu- 
tion, to withstand the drain upon the system. When, however, 
these qualities are combined in one hen, we get the highest 
production. Such a hen will differ in characteristics which will 
distinguish her from other hens of the same breed which arc 
not good layers. She will have the egg-laying type. Most 
poultrymen who have observed the hens that are found most 
often on the nest and have been accustomed to selecting their 
breeding pens with this end in view, will agree with the state- 
ments that have been made. They can quite accurately 
separate the best layers from the poorest layers. Those 
breeders who have never before given it a thought, or who do 
not beli('ve in (‘gg type, should try selecting a pen of the best 
layers and save their eggs to breed from, and see for themselves 
whether they do not get a finer lot of laying fowls than they 
I'vcr had before. The first thing that should be looked for is a 
fowl that is large and that has a strong vigorous constitution, 
without which all else is for naught. You will observe the long 
ningy back and the extreme depth of body from back to keel, 
and particularly the large fluff. The whole structure indicates 
at a glance a large development of the egg-producing machineiy\ 
and a groat capacity to supply this machinery with digested 
food. There is a decided effeminate, motherly appearance in a 
good layer in direct contrast to the rooster-headed, thick-necked 
hen. She is generally very active, inquisitive and friendly, 
which all speak for great nerve development and intelligence. 
According to the correlation of parts, she will have a large 
comb. The condition of the comb is closely related to the 
strength and vigour, of the egg machinery. A good layer will 
usually have a short stout beak; avoid a hen with a head like 
a crow. She will also have a bright, bold eye; also short toe 
nails, indicating that she is active in scratching for food. She 
will be the first to leave the perch in the morning and the last 
to go to roost. 
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PEDIGREE. 

Proper Method of Pure Breeding. Begin with two 
Pens of FoiqjIs. 
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A good layer will have good capacity, as shown by the 
distance between the end of the breast bone to the pelvic bones. 
(See page 89). Measure this with your fingers. Thus we 
speak of 3, 4 or 5 finger capacity. The pelvic bones also will 
be fine, not coarse. The greater the distance between them the 
better the layer. (See page 91). Measure it. This method 
of selecting the good layer is known as the handling method. 
The distance between the pelvic bones will be found to vary 
from one to five fingers breadth. 



CHAPTER VIII 

EGGS AND HATCHING 

When Hens Lay. — Hens usually begin to lay in February 
OT March and continue laying, with a few intermissions, until 
July or August, when they go into moult. The hens usually 
begin to moult in July or August, and get through it in 
September or October. During this time they should be 
separated and not forced to lay. Some hens lay during 
October, November, December and January, but not many will 
do so. By careful breeding fowls can be got to lay in October, 
November and December. The price of eggs is highest during 
the cold season, and it is a decided advantage to the owner to 
be able to put eggs into the market at this season. 

Pullets generally begin to lay when they arc from six to 
nine months old. Birds hatched in December, January, 
February and March will begin to lay in October or November. 
Pullets hatched in April, May and June will begin to lay in 
January to March. Those hatched in July and August will lay 
in March and April. Pullets hatched in October and November 
will lay in May and June. The second year these hens will 
begin to lay a month or so later than they did the first year; 
and birds above two years old will not begin to lay until 
February and March or later. 

Chickens hatched in January, February, March and April 
will be ready for market in the cold season, when they will sell 
for better prices. 

The Best Time to Set Hens. — The best time to raise 
chickens altogether depends upon the climate in which the 
chickens are to be raised. 

The best time in the hills and cold climates will be the worst 
time in the Punjab and United Provinces, and the best time in 
the United Provinces will be the worst for some other places 
where the climate is very wet and damp. 

There are certain parts of India, such as the Punjab, 
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United Provinces and Central Provinces, where the heat is very 
great and fatal to chickens, but the rainy season is most favour- 
able to them, as the rainfall in these parts is not so heavy. 
There is also sufficient green food and insect-life for the 
chickens. The hot winds during April, May and June kill a 
large number of chickens, but they will do very well in July, 
August and September. March, April, May and June are the 
most favourable months for raising chickens in places like Simla, 
Naini Tal, Mussoorie, Darjeeling, Assam., Dooars, and whei- 
cver the cold is very severe during the cold season, and the 
moisture great during the rains. In Eastern and Lower Bengal, 
Tirhoot, and all parts of India where there arc no westerly hot 
winds, chickens can be raised most successfully from October to 
the end of March. 

Chickens raised during April, May and June thrive very 
well in places where hot winds do not blow, when sufficient 
shade and green food are provided and perfect liberty allowed. 
During this period large numbers can be raised and kept at 
nights in open sheds, but care must be taken not to overcrowd 
the birds or keep them too warm. It is not advisable to hatch 
chickens in Bengal during the hot weather, except in the cooler 
parts of the province. 

Chickens hatched during the first three months of the year 
grow large enough to take care of themselves during the rains; 
the only special care they need is to keep them out of the water 
and storms. They grow rapidly during June, July and August, 
and commence to lay from September to November. 

Wherever the rainfall is not heavy — does not exceed from 
40 to 50 inches during the year — chickens can be most success- 
fully raised from the 15th June to the end of August, if the hens 
are not moulting. A few years ago the rainy season was 
considered to be very unfavourable to poultry raising, but on 
close investigation and experiment the following conclusions 
were arrived at; — 

The rainy season must be a suitable time to raise chickens, 
because ; — 

(i) Most birds in their wild state raise their young from 
the 15th June to the end of August. They go 
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into moult in September and are through by the 
end of October. 

(ii) During the rains there is plenty of green food for 

the birds. 

(iii) During the rains there is a great deal of animal food 

natural to poultry. 

(iv) During the rains ihv trees and shrubs are in full 

foliage and afford sufficient shade and protection 
to the birds. 

(v) During the rains many of the hens, especially the 

Indian breeds, lay very well, and the eggs are 
very fertile. 

(vi) Chickens raised at this period grow fast and become 

large and strong (uiough to go through the cold 
season. 

All these conditions are in favour of poultry raising. The 
only things to guard against are the frequent showers and 
heavy rains; the chickens have to be taken up into shelter 
immediately it rains, and as soon as the rain stops and the 
ground is dry again they can be allowed out once more. 

Eggs are very fertile during the rains, and the chickens 
hatch out well, but very special care is needed to protect the 
little ones from chills, and at the same tinu‘ not to kec^p them 
confined too much. Those who raise chickens during the rains 
must provide a good large covered run and shelter for the birds. 
It is always a good plan to hatch some chickens during July 
and August, if possible. 

Chickens hatched from October to the end of January do 
very well in all parts of India except the hills, if they are given 
proper waririth and more nourishing food and are carefully 
protected from the cold winds and from wet and damp. Janu- 
ary, February, March and April are the most favourable 
months of the year, and chickens can be raised successfully in 
the plains in nearly all parts of India. 

The climate varies very much in different parts of India, 
and the best time is not the same time in every place. Raise 
your chickens at the time of the year best suited to your climate. 
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but give the birds rest while they are moulting. Do not set the 
eggs of birds that are in moult, and never set a hen that has 
gone into moult. 

Selection of Eggs. — The selection of eggs for setting is a 
most important matter; for on the eggs depend the qualities of 
the forthcoming brood. The following rules must be faithfully 
adhered to: — 

1. Only eggs from the best hens must be set. 

2. Only fresh eggs must be set. By fresh, is meant eggs 
not more than three to five days old in the hot weather, and 
not more than seven to ten days old in the cold season. 

When kept under proper conditions, eggs can be kept for 
eighteen to twenty-one days during the cold weather, and when 
set will hatch successfully, but such eggs should be set under 
hens and not placed in an incubator. 

Fresh eggs, if all be well, hatch out in good time and the 
chickens are strong and lively; the stale ones hatch later, and 
the chickens are often too weak to break the shell. Even when 
stale eggs have hatched, subsequently deaths sometimes occur in 
this portion of the brood. When all the eggs are fresh, the 
chickens hatch out within a few hours of each other, and losses 
are few. 

3. Very small and very large eggs should be rejected. 
Only eggs of an ordinary shape and with a smooth surface 
should be used for hatching. Different breeds of fowls lay 
different-sized eggs, but the size of the egg does not always 
indicate the size of the fowl it will produce. The Leghorn and 
Minorca lay the largest eggs although they are small fowls. 
Brahmas and Cochins, while being the largest fowls lay rather 
small eggs. Larger eggs than usually laid by the fowl should 
not be selected for hatching. Very large eggs are generally 
double-yolked, and veiy small ones sometimes yolkless. 

4. Eggs intended foi hatching must not be shaken, 
e.xposed to the sun, kept in wet or damp places, or placed in 
water. No oil, dirt or other liquid substance must be allowed 
tp touch them, and they must be kept away from strong and 
bad odours. The eggs must never be kept in an air-tight 
vessel. 
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5. If a breeding pen is not properly mated, the eggs from 
that pen will not be a success. A badly mated pen will produce 
weak and otherwise defective chickens. 

6. There are many theories abroad about being able to 
tell the sex of the chickens in the eggs, but none of these theories 
are proved by facts. The most plausible idea is that the first 
half of the eggs laid are female and the second half of the 
number laid are male, but even this is not correct. Some 
people will tell you that the long eggs will produce males and 
the round ones females; such ideas only reveal the ignorance 
of those who entertain them. 

Several instruments are now on the market for the purpose 
of determining the sex of the chicken in the egg. Even these 
cannot be depended upon. Sometimes they are right and 
sometimes^ they are wrong. 

Selection of the Mother. — Pullets of the first year, 
usually, are not good sitters and mothers. The second time a 
hen becomes broody, she will usually sit well and be a good 
mother. A wild, quarrelsome or fidgety hen will make a bad 
mother. 

The hen selected for sitting must be in perfect health, and 
have all her feathers on her. A bald hen or one minus some 
feathers or in moult should never be selected for hatching, for 
she will not properly cover her eggs. The hen should be 
examined to see that she is free from lice and disease. 

The hen should be thoroughly broody. A broody hen can 
be recognised by her constant determination to sit in her nest. 
She will scarcely go out to eat, and will make a peculiar cluck- 
ing sound and ruffle her feathers when she is touched. Many 
persons put eggs under a hen when she is not properly broody, 
and consequently the eggs are destroyed. Some hens will sit 
in their house for days, but when put on eggs are very trouble- 
some, and will stand on the eggs and often break them. Such 
hens must be avoided. 

Hens will sometimes lay several eggs after beginning to 
sit. Every egg placed under a hen should be marked distinctly 
so that the egg laid in the nest may be detected and removed. 

The best time to set a hen is at night, as then she is more 
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likely to settle down to her work. Besides, if the eggs are put 
under the hen at night, the chickens are more likely to appear 
on the night of the 2ist day, and will have the whole night to 
rest and gain strength. 

Purchasing Broody Hens. — When you have to buy a 
broody hen, you should buy one that has been set on eggs and 
been sitting for three or four days. Buy her together with her 
eggs and nest, place her nest in a quiet place, and let her sit 
for a day and night undisturbed, place food and water near 
her. After she has been sitting for twenty-four hours, remove 
her common eggs and put the good eggs under her. It is a 
good plan to allow a hen to sit on common eggs for a day or 
two before giving her good eggs. 

The Nest. — ^The nest on which the hen is placed must be 
made in a quiet corner where she will not be disturbed. Make 
a box twenty inches high and fifteen inches square; the top 
and sides must be made of half-inch mesh wire-netting, and 
the bottom and lower part of the sides of planks, with a door 
made of half-inch mesh wire-netting, fifteen inches square, on 
one side. Put five inches of fine dry earth or ashes in the box, 
make an oval excavation and cover this with a thin even layer 
of soft broken hay. Place the eggs on the nest in this box, and 
gently i)ut the hen on the eggs and close the door. In such a 
box as this the hen and eggs will be safe from the other fowls 
and from cats and rats, and she will have plenty of ^Tntilation. 
The box should be thoroughly rubbed over with kerosene oil, 
and then well whitewashed both inside and outside. Flowers 
of sul{)hur or insect powder should be sprinkled over the nest 
once or twice a week. Great care must be taken to prevent 
lice infesting the box and nest. 

Another way of making a nest is this: Take a small gumla 
or earthen vessel about fifteen inches in diameter and eight 
inches deep, fill it three-quarters full with finely sifted dry earth 
or ashes, press down and make a hollow, like the inside of a 
saucer, sprinkle some flowers of sulphur over the nest, and put 
the eggs on this, gently place the hen on the eggs and leave her 
alone. The nest must be placed where the hen will be safe 
from cats, rats, etc., and away from the other fowls. Great 
care should be taken to provide a nest just large enough for 
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the hen to properly sit in. The nest must not be too large, or 
else the eggs will roll away from under the hen and become 
chilled and spoiled. If the nest is too small, the hen will crush 
the eggs in her effort to get in and out of the nest rmd in turn- 
ing the* eggs. If the nest is only large enough for the hen to 
cover comfortably, she will sit properly and treat the eggs well. 

It is always best to have a separate hous(' for sitting-hens. 
If they are kept in the same house as the other fowls, or where 
they will be constantly disturbed, they will not sit well, and 
will spoil their eggs. 11 two or three htais only bt* put on eggs, 
they can be kept each in a different outhouse or godown and 
be let out once or twice every day; but if a number of hens be 
set, it is advisable to have a se])arate house and run for the 
sitting-hens, and place all the nests in this house, the nests 
should be placed at least six feet apart. All the hens can then 
be let out of their nests together, and put back in half an hour. 

A sitting-hen must not be kept in a damp, dirty, draughty 
or badly ventilated place. 

How TO TREAT SiTTiNG-HENS. -Before putting the hen on 
the eggs, she must be placed und(‘r a tafyfxi or baskc't and fed 
and watered; a plentiful supply of good grain must be given. 
It is a good plan to set a hen on half a dozen common eggs, 
and allow her to sit and settle down for two or three days, 
when the common eggs should l)e removed and thc‘ good eggs 
placed under her. This will ensure the* sah'ty ui the good (ggs. 
She must be allowed to remain undisturbed for about twenty- 
four hours after she is placed upon her eggs. On the second 
day, and every subsequent day, she must be allowed out once 
or twice a day. Some hens leave their nests twice a day. It 
will do no harm if she does, so long as she is not allowed to 
keep off her eggs for more than ten to twenty minutes each 
time. 

The hen must have a plentiful supply of good whole grain, 
wheat or paddy, and pure water, but no soft food. The food 
must be given when she comes off her nest, and never given in 
the box. If the food is given at a regular hour every day, she 
will come out exactly at that hour. A box of dry earth or 
ashes must be kept in the yard, where the hen can easily get 
to it. After she has eaten she will take a dust-bath and rid 
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herself of the vermin that may be troubling her. Unless a 
dust-bath is provided, the hen will get covered with vermin. 
If the hen keeps away from her eggs longer than twenty or 
thirty minutes in the hot weather and ten or fifteen minutes in 
the cold weather, gently drive her into her box or room and 
close the door. 

Hens ought to come off their eggs at least once everyday. 
They require the few minutes run and daily supply of food. 
The temporary change from the cramped position is good for 
them and the exposure to the fresh air greatly benefits the eggs. 
If the hen will not come off her nest, she must be gently lifted 
off at a given hour everyday. Unless this is done, both the 
hen and the eggs will be injured. The person who lifts the hen 
must carefully feel under her wings before removing her from 
the nest, in order to make sure that no egg is being held there. 
She must be lifted gently, by placing both hands under her 
wings. 

When the nest and hen arc treated with flowers of sulphur 
or insect powder regularly once or twice a week, they will be 
perfectly free from lice. If the hen is troubled with lice, her 
nest and box must be changed, and some insect powder and 
flowers of sulphur must be sprinkled over the new nest and 
rubbed under the hen’s wings, and over her head and back. 

Your success with the eggs depends in a very great measure 
upon the hen under which you put them. If during the first 
three days the hen does not sit properly, the germ will not 
form; if about the middle of the period of incubation the hen 
neglects the eggs, they will be addled; if at the latter part of 
incubation the hen fails, the chickens will die in the shell. 
Infertile eggs will remain clear like new-laid eggs. If an egg 
becomes rotten then be sure it was fertile, but has become 
addled. Some hens will spoil every egg placed under them. 
Some hens in turning their eggs fail to properly cover one or 
two eggs in the nest; the next time they turn them, they take 
the exposed ones in and allow one or two others to remain un- 
covered: in this way they will spoil every egg in the nest. 
Some hens take to breaking and eating the eggs. Frequently 
a good hen will spoil her eggs if she is tormented by vermin, 
rats, cats or people. Hunger or disease will also cause a hen 



EGGS AND HATCHING 


III 


to neglect her eggs. A good hen, if properly cared for, should 
raise 7 chickens out of 9 eggs if the eggs be sound. In many 
cases the eggs are spoiled by the nest not being made properly, 
or the hen and eggs not receiving proper attention befoixj 
setting. . 

How TO TREAT THE Eggs. — After the eggs have been 
placed under the hen. all that needs to be done is to inspect 
them everyday to see that they are all right. 

Sometimes an egg gets broken in the nest; when this 
happens, remove the remaining eggs and wash and dry them 
carefully; change the earth and ashes of the nest; if there be 
any of the broken egg sticking about the hen, wash it away as 
well. Unless this is done, the remaining eggs will be injured. 
The water used for washing the eggs and hen must be 102 T"., 
no colder and certainly no hotter. As soon as th(' eggs and 
hen have been cleaned and dried, the eggs must be placed 
under her in a new nest. 

Should an egg get chipped or indented, so long as the skin 
below the shell be not broken, there is hope for it. The ilaw 
should be patched up with gummed paper. A good thing to 
mend such a Haw is the marginal paper round sheets of postage 
stamps. Many eggs have been saved in this way, and the 
young ones have been successfully hatched. The gummed 
paper must be only large enough to cover the Haw, and must 
be held to the egg with the finger or palm of the hand until it 
properly sticks to the shell. If the skin under the shell be 
pierced and air has got into the egg, there is no hope of saving 
it. 

Infertile and addled eggs must be removed from the nest. 
The following is a simple method of testing the fertility of 
eggs: — Take a piece of stout card-board (the cover of an old 
book will do), and cut a hole in it in the shape of an egg, only 
a little smaller, place one of the eggs sideways against the hole, 
and then hold up to the light; the light must be as strong as 
possible, but the egg must not be brought closer than six inches 
to it. If the egg is perfectly transparent, like a new-laid egg, 
it is infertile; but if a small dark body is seen Hoating about 
the centre of the egg, it contains a chicken. The eggs should 
be thus tested on the fourteenth day after setting. It is difficult 
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to tell if an egg is fertile or not until the 7th or perhaps the 
10th day aft(T setting. An egg that is quite clear after being 
twenty-one days under the hen is infertile; if the egg has a 
partly-formed chicken in it, or is rotten, then it is addled; if 
the chicken is fully formed and is dead in the shell, it is spoiled. 
If the germ has formed in the egg and not hatched, it was 
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fertile, but has been addled or spoiled by some cause or other 
for which the eggs may not be to blame. The following is a 
good method of testing eggs: — On the nineteenth or twentieth 
day after setting fill a large bowl with warm water— 
temperature of the loater must be exactly 102'' , great care being 
taken that it is not colder or hotter — place the eggs in the water. 
After a minute the fertile eggs containing live chickens will 
wriggle in. the water; this is caused by the chickens endeavour- 
ing to lUiike their escape from the shells. The infertile and 
addled eggs will float about, 'but will not wriggle. Sometimes 
the chickens will be heard to cry in the eggs when they are 
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placed in the warm water. The eggs must be allowed to 
remain only one minute in the water, and then taken out^ 
properly dried and put back under the hen. 

Some persons occasionally sprinkle warm water over the 
eggs. When the weather is very hot and dry it may be neces- 
sary to do this in order to give moisture. In Bengal it is not 
often necessary to sprinkle the eggs. 

On the twentieth or twenty-first day the chickens will begin 
to appear. Now, the hen must be fed, carefully put back on 
the nest and left alone for twelve or twenty-four hours. Occa- 
sionally the hand must be put under her to find and remove the 
egg-shells. These vacant shells, if not removed, may become 
attached to the other eggs and prevent the chickens from coming 
out. 

The chickens need no food for the first thirty or thirty-six 
hours, so they must be left under their mother undisturbed for 
about twenty-four hours. If after twenty-four hours there be 
some eggs under the hen still unhatched, these eggs should be 
placed under another hen, and the chickens, with their mother, 
removed to a clean and warm box. Some chickens will be later 
in hatching than others, so it is a very good plan to set two hens 
on the day, and, when the chickens are hatching, give the early 
ones to one hen and the ones hatched later to the other hen. 

A day or two before the chickens aj^pear the nest and eggs 
must be sprinkled with flowers of sulphur and after the chickens 
and hens have been removed from the nest, they should be 
gently rubbed over with Keating's insect powder. 

Rats often steal eggs and chickens from under the hens and 
they sometimes kill the hen. The only remedy is to keep the 
hen with her eggs or chickens in a box with a good strong 
bottom and half-inch mesh wire-netting top and sides. 

Should any of the chickens be unable to get out of the shell, 
they may be aided, but if they cannot get out themselves, they 
are generally not worth the trouble to rear. The best way to 
help the hatching is to place the egg, with the chipped portion 
out of the water, in a bowl of warm water (102"); keep the egg 
in the water for a minute, and then return it to the nest. This 
will soften the shell and enable the chicken to break it. Break- 
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ing the shell is dangerous, for if blood is drawn, death or 
deformity will be sure to ensue. 

Number of Eggs under a Hen. — The size of the hen and 
the state of the weather must decide the number of eggs to be 
placed under her. If the hen be large and well-feathered, and 
if the weather be dry and warm, then from nine to twelve large 
eggs may be placed under her; if the weather be cold, eight to 
nine should be given. Small hens should have only six eggs in 
the warm weather and four in the cold weather. If the eggs 
are small, more may be given. No more eggs should be placed 
under a hen than she can comfortably cover. It is better to 
place too few than too many. In the cold weather the chickens 
need shelter and warmth; if they do not get it, they will die, 
so a hen should not be given more than six to eight chickens 
when the weather is cold. 

How TO KEEP Eggs. — The quality of the eggs to be set 
must be above suspicion. In order to ensure this every egg 
should have legibly written upon it in pencil or ink the date on 
which it was laid. The best way to keep eggs is as follows : — 
Have a large board (as large or as small as necessary) with a 
number of oblong holes, about an inch and a quarter or an inch 
and a half, bored in regular rows an inch or an inch and a half 
apart. Fix this board on a stand of four legs, and place the 
eggs, the larger ends downward, on the holes. This egg-stand 
must be kept in a quiet, clean, dry and properly ventilated 
place, where the eggs will not be exposed to concussion, noise, 
bad odour or heat. Turn the eggs over once a day. 

Some breeders insist that the eggs should be laid on their 
sides, if wanted for hatching, and turned regularly everyday. 
A good tray can be made as follows:- — Take a piece of nice 
smooth wood, as large as is convenient. Nail a beading all 
round it to prevent the eggs from falling off, then nail tiny strips 
of wood in parallel lines across the tray. These should be 
placed about inches apart. Legs can be fixed to the tray if 
desired. The eggs can be kept quite safely in a tray of this 
description. 

How TO TREAT EgGS WHICH HAVE TRAVELLED. — EggS which 
have been brought by train or otherwise travelled, run the risk 
of being broken; not only so, but they are very liable to become 
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Spoiled. Before being set under the hen, if the eggs are taken 
out of the box and kept in the stand at rest and free from jar 
for twenty-four hours, they have a better chance of hatching. 
They must not be kept standing for more than twenty-four 
hours. The journey injuries the germ, but by being rested it 
seems to recover from the injuries. Eggs are not injured so 
much in travelling b}^ train as by post. A great deal depends 
upon the distance and season of the year the eggs have 
travelled, and also upon the treatment the eggs receive after 
reaching their destination. If fifty per cent, of travelled eggs 
hatch out, it will be a great success. A great deal also depends 
upon the way the eggs are packed. 

Putting the Hen off the Cluck. — To put a feather in 
the nose of the hen and duck her in cold water is cruel and as 
ineffectual as injurious. The best method is to place the hen 
in a coop with a barred front and barred bottom and place it 
in a corner of the shed raised a foot from the ground. Keep 
the bird in this coop, and give her plenty of grain and wat(T. 
This will effectually break the cluck in a few days. 

It is not always wise to refuse to allow a hen to sit. She 
needs the rest, and it will be well to allow her to remain on 
the nest for a week or ten days, even if there arc no eggs to 
place under her. If a hen is not allowed to rest, but is forced 
to lay, her eggs will prove infertile. 

How TO PACK Eggs. — Eggs for hatching should always 
be packed in proper egg-boxes, when it is desired to send them 
any distance. These boxes are of cardboard, and are divided 
into small compartments — each compartment being intended to 
take only one egg. 

Wrap each egg in soft paper, so that it fits firmly into its 
compartment. Then there is no fear of the egg bumping about 
and cracking, unless the box is allowed to fall. 

Close the box carefully and tie it. Then pack it into 
a basket with plenty of straw around it. Close the basket and 
sew the lid on firmly. 

If to be sent by rail or post, the basket should be sewn 
up in hessian and properly sealed. Many dozens of eggs are 
stolen annually before they reach the purchaser's hands and 
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it is only fair for the seller to do his best to ensure the safe 
delivery of eggs that leave his yard. 

It is wiser to have a handle on the basket as there is less 
likelihood of it being thrown about instead of being carefully 
lifted. A rope handle is quite good and does not increase the 
freight of the package, as the ordinary basket-handle would. 

If boxes are used instead of baskets they should never be 
nailed down. Screws should be used instead and the box sewn 
up in hessian to guard against it being opened, en route. It 
should also have a rope handle, or a handle made of strong 
string. 

Purchasers should not be too quick in writing sharply 
about the non-success of a setting, for often the blame may be 
traced to their own door; and, if not, one severe fall at a 
station or one heavy jarring will ruin the whole success of <i 
setting. We sometimes hear of failures among the eggs of our 
honest and most upright vendors, whose other eggs sent out 
have done well, and the cause can only be attributed to some 
such accident as mentioned above. That ii handle easy to lay 
hold of is of great value to every egg package we are quite 
.^ure, and would recommend purchasers to insist upon having 
it. We would also add that much acrimony would be avoided 
between purchaser and seller if the latter placed a notice on 
each package sent out, to the effect that eggs before being put 
in an incubator or under a hen should be rested for twenty- 
four hours. 

Purchasing Eggs. — When it is necessary to purchase 
eggs for setting, they should be obtained from persons of good 
repute who are experienced breeders and not novices. Some 
persons, thinking they are economical, get the cheapest eggs 
that are to be had, and when the chickens hatch out and grow 
up are surprised to find them good for nothing. Getting cheap 
eggs for setting is altogether false economy. A few annas 
more for each egg would often result in each chicken being 
worth a few rupees more. 

The great majority of people know little or nothing about 
poultry. They have no good poultry book and read no poultry 
pajicr. Their ignorance leads them into many mistakes. 
Then, again, some people think that whatever they have got 
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is the best, and whatever other people may have is not worth 
keeping; such people are not to be relied on; their judgment 
is not to be trusted. 

If a person gets a name for supplying first-class eggs and 
fowls, he will prosper; while if he does not keep his word, if 
he indulges in '"tricks of the trade*' selling stale or infertile 
eggs for fresh and good ones, old fowls for young ones, diseased 
birds for healthy ones, or cross-breds for pure breds, people 
will quickly get to know his ways and will leave him for some 
one who is honest. ""Honesty is the best ])olicy," even in 
poultry-breeding. 

It frequently happens that the person who buys eggs or 
fowls is very ignorant about the quality of the breed and Iho 
treatment of the eggs, and his ignorance leals him to misjudge 
the seller. If the eggs are not treated properly, they certainly 
will be spoiled, and the seller cannot be accused of selling 
unsound eggs. Sellers are often abused for what has been 
entirely the fault of the buyer. One man keeps his eggs stand- 
ing for three days after he receives them before he put them 
under a hen; another man takes the eggs out of the box and 
immediately sets them under a hen. A third puts the eggs 
under a hen and covers her over with a small basket and allows 
her out once in three days. Another trusts his servants to 
such an extent that they feel safe in changing the eggs under 
the hen and substituting common ones. When the results 
prove unsatisfactory, these people feel that they have been 
defrauded by the persons who supplied the eggs. 

Some people do not know what a bird should be like. 
They want to know why a Light Brahma has black on her 
hackle and tail, or a Dark Brahma white on his neck and 
back, or why a Cochin has a tail, or why a Langshan has such 
few feathers on its legs, and a lot of such absurdities; and 
conclude by saying that they have been duped in th(^ birds 
they have purchased. Such people should spend six months 
on a poultry farm or else invest in a few first-class poultry 
books and papers, and devote a few months in studying them 
before they attempt to breed fowls. It is well for people to 
remember that every bird of a pure breed is not a perfect bird 
fit for exhibition. First-class exhibition birds are very rare 



POULTRY-KEEPING IN INDIA 


Il8 

and expensive. The reason is that it needs especial breeding 
and rearing to produce certain qualities, and not more than 
one in 50 or 100 chickens of the purest breed will possess all 
those qualities required by the standard of first-class exhibition 
in England, America and Australia. Frequently first-class 
show birds have been sold for from £50 to £150 each. The 
time may come when in India we can get grand exhibition birds 
for 20 and 30 rupees each, but for the present we must be 
satisfied if we can get really good pure-bred birds for breeding 
stock for that amount. 

To Buy Eggs or Birds. — If a person wishes to get good 
reliable stock economically, and if time be no object, he should 
visit some reliable poultry breeder, or else write to him, and 
arrange to purchase six lots of eggs from him, twelve eggs in 
each lot, and set these eggs under good country hens and raise 
the chickens. He should get eggs of only one breed. The 
best way to do is to get half of the eggs between October and 
December, and half between February and March. Even if 
half the eggs hatch and half the chickens are reared success- 
fully, this will give him eighteen fowls for the money he would 
have had to pay for two or three birds if he had bought them. 
If a person has the money and is walling to use it, he should 
purchase a cock and three hens of the breed he wants, and 
proceed to raise the chickens. Before the eggs or fowls are 
purchased, the fowl-house, the run, coops, etc., should be made 
and kept ready to receive them when they arrive. It is not 
wise to purchase the fowls first and make their houses and runs 
afterwards. 

Eggs for Setting. — There is every reason to believe that 
the next season wall be a repetition of former ones in the matter 
of occasional unsatisfactory results obtained from eggs pur- 
chased for hatching purposes. The very nature of the business 
makes this a foregone conclusion, and as the number of persons 
becoming interested in poultry for the first time runs into the 
thousands, it is perhaps timely and appropriate to mention 
some of the conditions affecting the business which, while 
- thoroughly understood by older breeders, wall be in the nature 
of instructions to the army of purchasers above referred to. 
Buying eggs is something of a lottery. We often see the state- 



EGGS AND HATCHING 


iig 

ment that, ‘‘Like will produce like,'' meaning, as generally 
interpreted, that high scoring birds will produce their equal. 
This is only partially true, and amateurs should not be misled 
by it. Any breeder who has ever mated a pen of birds know^s 
that a • majority of the progeny will not be the equal of the 
parent stock, and this is true even when line breeding is intelli- 
gently practised. This precludes the possibility of getting all 
prize-winners from a setting of eggs. The blood lines in the 
various families of fowls are more or less antagonistic and the 
mating of high grade specimens will oftc'ii bring out the latent 
characteristics in the progeny and defects will be developed 
which do not show in either of the parents. These conditions 
are probably responsible for more dissatisfaction than any 
others. They are the agencies which inlluence the hatc'h as far 
as the quality of the progenj/ is concerned. In regard to the 
number of chicks produced, there are obligations to be* fulfilled 
upon the part of both buyer and seller, and which both parties 
to the transaction should duly consider. The seller should 
keep his breeding birds in the best condition. In the first place, 
they should be of just such quality as he represents. They 
should be entirely free from disease. They should b(‘ vigorous 
and hardy and of strong vitality and not (exhausted and worn 
out from too prolonged service in the breeding pens, or bad 
management. They should not be over-fat and the chances of 
fertility thereby, lessened. They should be kept as free from 
lice as eternal vigilance can make them. Crowded quarters 
and too close confinement should be avoided. Animal and 
green food should be provided if the birds are not on good 
range. In many cases the male birds need to be fed separately. 
Care should be taken to see that the matings are congenial to 
the individual specimens. Eggs should be kept in a reasonably 
even temperature. Care should be used in packing for transit 
both in regard to the manner of packing and the chances of the 
box or basket to stand rough handling. The buyer likewise 
has a few obligations to fulfil before he can justly criticise the 
seller. He must remember that, according to the established 
rule of trade, he assumes all responsibility for the welfare of 
the e'ggs after the shipper has delivered them to the Railway 
Company in good condition. If the package is exposed to bad 
weather by the Railway Company at some railroad station, or 



120 


POULTRY-KEEPING IN INDIA 


the germ is started by the eggs remaining a couple of days in 
an overheated waggon, or if some messenger drops the package 
on the lloor or platform and jars the eggs enough to injure 
them, these are not the faults of the seller, but are some of the 
chances the buyer takes. Then, there arc several things after 
the receipt of the eggs for which the buyer is resjx)nsible. It 
should be remembered that some hens, even though they sit 
steadily, are not able to generate enough heat to properly 
incubate a setting of eggs. This may be a natural condition, 
or it may be the cause of the ill-health of the birds. Too many 
eggs should not be placed under a hen. Twelve eggs are too 
many. The hen should be free from lice so that she will not 
be compelled to leave the nest or stand up in it for relief. It 
is possible for her to sit too steadily and ruin the hatch. She 
may leave the nest too long at a time when you do not see her. 
She may get off at dusk and not find her way back till day- 
break, and you cannot say absolutely that she stuck to the nest 
unless you saw her every hour out of each twenty-four. Much 
may depend upon the make-up and location of the nest, 
especially under certain conditions of the weather. After the 
chicks are hatched they must receive proper care and feed, or 
they will never develop into prize-winners even though they 
have the foundation for these characteristics. If you have had 
an unsatisfactory hatch, do not write the seller a nasty letter, 
but consider whether or not you might be at fault. 

Purchasing Fowls. — Now, for the buyer of birds, for he 
has a duty also to perform. First, he should write for first- 
class stock if that is what he wants. He should not write for 
something nearly as good, or for culls, or for birds ‘Tor only 
breeding-stock' T unless he expects just such fowls to be sent 
him. No man ever got prize-birds by pretending that he only 
desired something else. Frankness and truth are essential. 
When eggs are bought, the buyer must be prepared for incubat- 
ing them. He should then not be in a hurry, after the chicks 
are hatched, to raise objections. Wait awhile for results. The 
chicks will show their quality when they are six months old. 

Then there is Nature as a factor. No man can “guarantee" 
eggs to hatch. An egg is one of the “unknowable" things, 
aiid both the seller and buyer should understand that fact. 
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Even two settings of eggs from the same flock may not give the 
same results with different hens as sitters. If buyers will 
consider this matter, they will be better satisfied in their deal- 
ings. Always remember Nature's laws, and do not overlook 
the p>oSition of the poultry -breeder, who must sustain his reputa- 
tion, yet has no control over the germ of the eggs, the vigour 
of the embryo chick, the conditions of incubation, or the 
natural laws of reproduction. He can only send the buyer the 
eggs from hens kept under good conditions, but he cannot tread 
within the dominion of Nature. 

Careless expressmen, improper handling and various 
obstacles for which the buyer and seller are not responsible, 
arc also causes of disagreement; for eggs are fragile things, and 
no man in any business has so many drawbacks against him 
as the breeder of poultry. Considering that the breeder sells 
'"future life", he is more honourable than may be supposed, 
for he has the buyer, Nature, the railroad company, and 
sitting-hens, all combined as factors in the transaction. Yet 
he is not always happy — when he reads his correspondence. 

Fortunately, these things are bc^tter understood than 
formerly, and the ""kickers' are not as numerous now as they 
have been in the past. 

Day-old Chickens. — Some breeders s(‘ll day-old chickens. 
As soon as they are hatched the chickiais are put in specially 
made boxes and sent distances of 500 or more miles. As they 
need no food for thirty-six hours, the long fast and the journey 
do them no harm. Before procuring the chicks, you should 
have a good hen or a box-foster-mother ready to receive them. 


Hints on Hatching 

1. Set the hen at night in a well ventilated semi-dark 
place apart from the other fowls. 

2. Do not place more than 7 or 8 eggs under a country 

hen. 

3. Many people prefer to use a nest box without a 
bottom; you may make the nest on the ground; scoop out the 
earth to saucer shape, and line the hollow thus formed, with 
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cut straw and tobacco stems or leaves. In such cases beware 
of rats, etc. 

4. Before setting, examine the hen for insects and if 
found, dust with a good insect powder. A hen covered with 
vermin sits badly, and in due course the chicks also become 
infested and do not thrive, the result often being fatal. A 
pinch of sodium Houridc among her feathers will destroy lice. 

5. Make certain that the hen comes off the nest daily to 
feed, and that she is provided with maize, fresh water, and a 
dry dust bath. She may remain off the nest from 10 to 20 
minutes, according to the season of the year. Cooling the eggs 
daily is most important. 

6. Leave the hen alone at hatching time. 

Purchasing Fowls. — After you have purchased a fowl or 
fowls, and they arrive at your yard, don't take them out and 
judge immediately whether or not they are satisfactory or 
suitable. Remove? them from the coop and place them in a 
quiet place by themselves. They have been cooped up and 
roughly handled for some days, and are tired, hungry, excited 
and shaken up. Let them get rested, refreshed and groomed 
a bit before you judge them. Fowls are somewhat human. 
Ride from Bombay to ('alcutta yourself, in a drawing-room car 
if you please, and the first thing you want is a good cleaning 
up, something to eat, and a rest before you go out to attend 
to your business. You want to make a good impression, don't 
you? Then, why not give the fowls a chance? This may not 
seem of very great importance to some, yet it ‘'cuts lots of 
ice" as the Yankees say, and you know 'tis the_ little things 
that count. People improve sometimes when you are better 
acquainted with them, and the same thing applies to fowls. 
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REARING CHICKENS 

A VERY great deal depends upon the way eliiekens are 
treated during their growing stage, for such treatment very 
largely controls their size and stamina. A large percentage of 
chickens die from sheer neglect or mismanagement. Chickens 
of all breeds cannot be treated alike or kept in the same coop. 
Chittagongs should be kept separate from chickens of other 
breeds; if kept with other chickens, both the Chittagongs and 
the others will suffer. The Chittagong, the Game, the Lang- 
shan, the Rock, the Orpington, the Wyandotte and the Silkie 
should be kept each separate from the others. The Brahma 
and Cochin may be reared together, but ev(‘n they do bettcu* 
when kept separate. The Chittagong, Game, Langshan and 
Silkie must not be kept confined; they n(*ed large runs, plenty 
of exercise and extra animal food. They must also be care- 
fully protected from damp, wet and the hot sun. The Rhode 
Island Red, Rock, Orpington and Wyandotte' do not need as 
much liberty as the Chittagong or Langshan, but they must 
have a great deal of liberty and need to lie carefully protected 
from damp, wet and the hot sun, and also need greater care 
in feeding. The Silkie does best when allowed to run at liberty 
with its mother and fed on rice and wheat. The Brahma and 
Cochin can be kept more confined as they are heavily feathert'd, 
and are not so active, but even they should not be confined too 
closely; they need more nourishing food and to be fed oftener, 
but little at a time. After they are a week or ten days old they 
need more liberty. The reason why each breed of chickens 
needs to be kept separate is because some breeds grow faster 
and develop quicker than others, and some are more active and 
quarrelsome than others, and each breed needs different treat- 
ment. If all are kept together, the backward and less active 
ones will suffer, and the forward and active birds will be 
injured. 

The First Feed. — For thirty-six hours after hatching 
chickens require no food, for they absorb the yolk; but it is not 
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advisable to leave them longer than that without it. Thirty 
hours after the chickens are hatched, they should be taken out 
of the old nest, and, with the mother, placed in a clean box, 
or put on the clean floor under a basket, in a warm, dry and 
quiet corner. The mother must be fed apart from the chickens; 
a liberal supply of good whole grain wheat must be given to 
her and a supply of drinking water. After the mother has 
been fed she must be put with her chickens on the floor under 
the tappa, or in the box. Care must be taken that the chickens 
do not swallow the grain given to the hen. A good food for 
the first three days is stale bread-crumbs moistened with milk, 
and oatmeal and broken wheat given alternately. The oat- 
meal should be given very sparingly. Morton's oatmeal is the 
best for this purpose. This should be scattered on the board 
upon which the chickens are placed. * The hen will call out the 
chickens from under her, and they will soon begin to pick up 
the food. A very small quantity only should be given at a 
time. The food must be given little and often — every two 
hours. Care must be taken that the board or ground upon 
which the food is given is quite clean. A handful of coarse 
sand or finely-sifted grit must be scattered on the board on 
which the chickens are fed. 

How OFTEN TO FEED THEM. — Chickens must be fed six 
times a day until they are six weeks old; after that, and until 
they are six inonlhs old, they must be fed four times a day. 
The first feed everyday must be given a little after sunrise. 
The last meal must be given at sunset. Only as much as the 
chickens will eat up at once should be given at a time. Nothing 
should be allowed to remain on the feeding board. 

What to feed Chickens on. — For the first three days 
give bread and milk, oatmeal and broken wheat in very small 
quantities every two hours. After the third day the morning 
meal should consist of equal parts of finety ground oatmeal, 
barky-meal, pea-meal and coarse wheat-flour, sufficiently 
moistened with milk so that it will not stick to the fingers when 
pressed and will easily crumble, or a little stale bread moistened 
with skimmed or fresh milk. The other meals during the day 
should consist of Morton's coarse ground oatmeal and broken 
wheat given dry. A very little cooked rice may be given once 
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a day, mixed with wheat-bran and atta, especially durin|L> the 
hot weather. 

During the hot weather give very little oatmeal, and more 
wheat. . At first the wheat sould be broken very small, but as 
the chickens grow larger the grains should be larger, until at 
three months of age they receive whole wheat. A very small 
quantity of “Poultry Powder" given in the soft food to chickens 
will prove very beneficial. 

If preferred the mash can be given dry instead of being 
mixed with milk or water. It should be placed in small dishes 
and the chickens allowed to peck at it as they wish. A small 
feed of broken grain should be fed to them night and morning. 
The grain can be mixed to ensure the chi('kens getting a little 
of each kind every day. 

Twice a week or oftener a little finely-cliop|)ed onions and 
garlic should be given. After the sixth week some finely-chop])ed 
half-cooked meat and raw onions mix(*d with wheat-bran can 
be given every other day. Do not give raw meal. White-ants 
and earth-worms are very good for chickens; they (‘at them 
greedily and should be given them every day. When a good 
supply of white-ants is given, the meat is not nec(‘ssary. l^'inc^ly- 
ground fresh bones must be given when neither meat nor white- 
ants are obtainable. Chickens fed on while-ants thrive well 
and grow rapidly. Somi^ fine sharp shell grit, charcoal and 
pounded old mortar must be given to the chickens every day 
along with the grain on the feeding board; sharp grit is 
indispensable. 

Oil-cake is very good for growing ch.ickcns. Ait(‘r they 
are three months old they should be allowed somc^ mustard s(M‘d 
oil-cake or linseed oil-cake with their food once a day. Some 
chickens wall eat it by itself if mixed with water and left in a 
plate; but the best way to give it is to pound the cake up into 
pow^der and mix it with water, allow it to stand for two or three 
hours and then mix it with the bran. Give only a small 
quantity. 

Chickens must be allowed green food from the second day 
of their life; without it they will not thrive. Young tender 
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mustard, cress or lettuce or tender dooh grass is the best for 
young chickens. Chopped lucerne is also very good. 

Water. — The chicks should always have water before 
them. Tlie water must be perfectly clean, and given in a 
shallow vessel. The following plan is a good one: — 

Fill a cup with water, put a saucer over it turned upside 
down, and turn the cu]> and saucer over. The cup will now 
stand topside down in the saucer, and there will be a rim of 
water all round in the saucer. This will give an ample supply 
to the little creatures, without the danger of their drowning 
themselves or polluting the water with their dirty little feet. 
The cup must be without a handle. Any similar contrivance 
will do. The two things necessary to guard against are the 
chickens drowning or wetting themselves, and their polluting 
the water, 

A few drops of Condy's Fluid, or a small quantity of 
Permanganate of Potash should be added to the drinking-water 
every day. This will prevent a great deal of sickness and 
trouble. The quantity of Permanganate of Potash should be 
only sufficient to colour the water a light pink. A few^ drops 
of Parish’s ('hernical Food should occasionally be added to the 
drinking-water. 

The mixture recommended for white diarrhoea may be 
used in place of any of these with advantage. It is to be 
understood there is no harm in any of them but a great deal 
of good. Still poultry-keepers must be guided by their own 
experience in these matters. 

Green Food. — Chickens need green food from the second 
day after they are hatched. They are very fond of tender 
green doob grass, and they need, nothing better. From July 
to November they will find all the grass they need; but during 
the cold weather and dry hot weather grass will be scarce and 
some green food must be provided. Nothing can be better 
than lettuce leaves and young onions chopped very fine. 
Onions should be given in very small quantities and only two 
,or three times a week, but lettuce can be given every day with 
benefit. Mustard and cress is also very good for chickens. 

Animal Food. — Animal food in some form is absolutely 
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necessary for chickens. White-ants are unquestionably the 
best thing that can be given to them; in the absence of white- 
ants, boiled meat or clean freshly ground bones must be pro- 
vided. The entrails of the goat or sheep are the best meat to 
be given. The tripe should be properly cleaned and boiled 
and minced finely before it is given. Fresh bones cleaned and 
pounded into powder are also very good for chickens. A small 
quantity of freshly ground turmeric should be mixed into the 
meat or ground bones before it is given. Turmeric given in 
small quantities is a preventative against disease. Milk and 
curds are splendid food for chickens. White-ants and milk 
can be given everyday from the first day, and meat and bones 
should be given when they are a month or six weeks old and 
then not oftener than every other day. During the rains the 
chickens if allowed their freedom, will pick up all the animal 
food they need, but during the hot weather and cold weather, 
when animal food is not very abundant in the fields and 
gardens, some must be provided. 

A splendid form of animal food is found in fish-meal. It 
can be mixed with the dry mash, or wet mash, as the case may 
be. When supplied with fish-meal chickens do not need any 
other kind of meat. 

Only a very small quantity should be given at the start and 
this should be gradually increased as the birds grow older. 

Grit. — Chickens must be provided with some coarse sand, 
fine gravel and finely broken and sifted flint. A small quantity 
may be placed on the feeding board, or else a large quantity 
. placed in an open box in the run. It must never be mixed with 
the food. 

Mixture of Food. — The following make a splendid mix- 
ture of soft food for chickens from about two months of age : — 


Whole wheat-meal 

... 2 pounds. 

Finely ground barley 

... I pound. 

Finely ground gram or peas 

... 2 pounds. 

Wheat-bran 

... 3 pounds. 

Linseed-meal 

... I pound. 

Pecipitated Phosphate of Lime 

... i pound. 
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Add a tablespoon ful of Poultry-Powder. All should be 
j;roi)erly mixed together. Moisten it with butter-rnilk or 
skimmed milk. Make into a crumbly state and give only a 
little at a time twice a day. The principal grains for chickens 
should be coarsely ground oatmeal and coarsely ground wheat. 
Doo}) gniss and lettuce arc the best green food. Give the grain 
dry and on clean ground. 

('oLouR OF Chickens. — Don’t condemn your chickens. 
Many inexperienced breeders not knowing that the chickens of 
some varieties are not true to feather when first hatched, r.g.. 
Black Minorca chicks when hatched have a lot of white and 
Rhode Island Reds, arc often a very light buff with some white, 
jump to the conclusion that they have been swindled, and make 
a great ado about nothing. One must live and learn. 

Neglect. — Many amateur poultry-raisers neglect their 
chickens when they get to be eight or twelve weeks old for the 
younger broods. This no doubt is because if is thought such 
chi('kens can look out for thcTiiselves bett(T than the smaller 
om.'s, and so they can to a certain extent, but neglect at this 
period of their lives often results fatally. The reason that care 
should not be remitted, at this time especially, is because the 
down or nest feathers which heretofore have enveloped the 
body arc being shed and full-grown feathers are taking their 
place, thus causing a constant drain upon the system. It 
might rightly be called the ''first moult" and of course one can 
readily understand there is not the strength to meet this in the 
young chicken that there is in the adult fowl, therefore let there 
be no relaxation in care and attention while our feathered pets 
are donning their new clothes. Animals shed their coats. 
Dame Nature has jirovided for the renewal of the covering of 
birds, fishes, insects, and reptiles also, and in this "getting on 
of new coats" fowls are included. The old feathers gradually 
fall off and the new ones take their place with an added lustre 
and silkiness of texture that is pleasant to the eye of the onlooker 
and comforting to our pets themselves. 

Clippinc; Wings. — The wings of growing chicks require an 
occasional clipping. The wings grow so rapidly in such breeds 
as the Leghorn, Minorca, Chittagong, Langshan and some 
others, that all the life and vitality of the chick are exhausted 
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thereby, and many die from this cause. Many a chicken's life 
has been saved by clipping its wing feathers, even after it has 
begun to droop. 

Examine the Vent. — Chickens are often troubled with 
white diarrhoea. The passage at the vent becomes stopped up. 
The chicks suffer much pain and begin piping, and, if not 
attended to immediately, will die in great agony. Examine the 
vent, remove the excrement from around the vent, bathe the 
part with warm water and Permanganate of Potash, diy^ with 
a soft cloth and apply some vaseline or salad oil. Keep the 
bird separate for a day or two in a dry place. Put a few drops 
of olive oil down the throat and feed on bread and milk. 


If the chicken is very bad, the best thing is to have it 
destroyed, as even if it recovers it will not be fit to breed from. 


If the following solution is given in the drinking water 
from the time of hatching until the chickens are four weeks old, 
and then given twice a week for the next few weeks there will 
be very few losses from white diarrhoea. 


Zinc sulphocarbolate 
Sodium sulphocarbolate 
Calcium sulphocarbolate 
Mercury bi-chloride 
Citric acid 


15 grains. 

7h 

3 


The above is to be dissolved in one gallon of water, and 
the mixture used as drinking water, without dilution. 

Overfeeding. — One of the greatest dangers of chicken- 
hood is overfeeding. If adult fowls are kept in confinement 
and overfed, they will become overfat and cease to lay or they 
will be troubled with diseased liver and fatty degeneration of 
the heart. When young chickens, before they are old enough 
to digest the food, are given a large quantity of food at one 
time, they will not be able to assimilate it and will get their 
stomachs and livers deranged. A very large number of 
chickens are killed by injudicious and excessive feeding. The 
proper method is to feed every two hours or so and give only 
small quantities that can be eaten up at once. Then, again,. 


9 
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very young chickens must be given only such food as they can 
digest: food of too heating and stimulating a nature is injurious. 
After chickens are three months old there is less danger of over- 
feeding; between three and eight months is the period when 
they grow rapidly and fledge out fully, and they can assimilate 
larger quantities of food. At this time they need extra food of 
good bone and muscle-making substances. If the method of 
feeding mentioned in the previous section is followed, there will 
be no danger of overfeeding or underfeeding. 

Brooder and Run. — Make a box three foot square, with 
wood bottom, top and sides. A door made of a wooden frame 
and wire-netting must be fixed in front. There must be proper 
ventilation, but no draughts. The run should be six feet long 
and three feet wide, and 21 inches high. Make a wood frame, 
nail wire-netting on Ihe three sides and top, over the netting 
place some thin canvas or cloth, so as to keep the wind out 
during the cold and windy weather; put a mat or gunny on 
the top of the run during the day to protect from the sun. Such 
a box and run will do well for a hen and 12 chicks, or for 18 
chickens alone for the first month. 

The Run. — For the first three days the chickens must be 
kept with the mother under a small tappa or in a box during 
the day. If the day is bright and the ground dry the tappa 
should be jjlaced on short grass in the compound. But if the 
ground is wet, or the weather damp, they must be put in a box 
with sand or dry earth in the bottom, and kept under a shed. 
For the first three days chickens need to be kept in close con- 
finement; because if they are allowed to run about much their 
strength will be overtaxed. On the fourth day they need a 
little freedom, and must be placed under a tappa or run three 
feet in diameter. On the fifth day they must be removed to a 
prof>er run. A run six feet long, three feet wide and twenty- 
one inches high will be sufficient for a dozen chickens until they 
are a month old. The covered box or coop must be attached 
to the run to protect the chickens from the rain and the heat 
of the midday sun. Such a run will save a world of trouble 
and anxiety, and prevent the brood wandering and getting 
tired before they are old enough to bear the strain. After the 
chickens are a month old they should be let out with their 
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mother for two hours in the morning and evening. When they 
are six weeks or two months old, they must be allowed out the 
greater part of the day. The run must be shifted everyday 
and placed on fresh grass. The chickens must be protected 
from the heat of the sun, as a large number die from sunstroke. 



Brooder and Run. 

Fig. 34. 

During the hot weather the runs and coop must be placed under 
the shade of trees or covered over with thick mats or gunny. 

If chickens are kept in close confinement, they will droop 
and die. When kept confined long, they begin to pipe, and 
this will prove injurious to their health. They must be kept 
contented and happy, and they arc most contented and happy 
when they run about and scratch for themselves. When 
chickens are six to eight weeks old, they should be allowed 
perfect liberty with their mothers. Only during the hottest 
part of the day and during wet weather should they be kept 
closed up in their coop and run. It is best to keep the chickens 
in their coop or in their run during the morning, when the grass 
is wet with heavy dew, but the earlier they are let out, the 
better. 

Shade. — Chickens should be carefully protected from the 
sun and hot winds. A large number of valuable chickens die 
from the effects of the heat. The run must be placed in the 
shade in a cool place, and there should be plenty of large shrubs 
and small trees on the ground under which the chickens can 
run about and take shelter and scratch during the day. 

Crows and Kites. — ^The greatest enemies chickens have 
in India are crows, kites and hawks. One cannot too carefully 
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guard against them. Chickens must always be kept under a 
covered run, and, when let out, be watched by some person to 
protect them from these birds and cats. 

At Ni(;ut. — The chickens with their mother must be pro- 
perly cooped at night so as to be safe from cats, rats and 
thieviis, and kept away from draughts and wet. The coop 
must lie large enough and sufficiently ventilated to be comfort- 
able. Damp, dirt, overcrowding and want of proper ventila- 
tion are fruitful causes of disease. 

A couple of inches of dry earth or sand must be placed in 
the coop on the wooden floor. 

Kept separate.— The hen with her brood must be kept 
away from the other fowls, or else she will be constantly fight- 
ing, and injure or destroy the chickens. Two hens with 
chickens must not be kept in the same run, or very close to each 
other; for they will fight and peck each other’s chickens to 
death. 

Chickens of different sizes myst not be kept together. The 
larger ones will ill-treat the younger ones and injure them 
permanently. Nor should chickens be kept with adult birds. 
When chickens of the same size, age and breed are kept 
together in small numbers in a good run and large pen, they 
thrive very well. 

Injurious Practices. — Some people remove the little 
horny scale which appears on every chicken’s beak; they have 
an idea that this will enable them to pick better. This practice 
is as stupid as it is useless, and often proves positively injurious 
to the little birds. Another foolish and hurtful practice is 
putting food or pepijer-corns down their throats, and dipping 
their bills in water to make them drink. 

The best thing to do is to leave them alone, and let them 
pick up their own food. 

Ground. — Experience has proved that it is almost im- 
possible to rear chickens on ground that has been contaminated 
by full-grown fowls or continuous broods of chickens. Chickens 
' will never thrive on ground upon which ducks, geese or turkeys 
have been kept. New ground or ground properly dug up and 
turned over is the best for chicken-rearing. The chickens’ 
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runs must be large, clean, shady and with a lot of good doob 
grass growing on it. Once a year, at least, the ground should 
be dug up and the earth properly turned and a large quantity 
of sharp flint grit, slaked shell lime and old mortar scattered 
over the ground. If possible, a crop of mustard should be 
raised on the ground every cold weather. 

Cleanliness. — Absolute cleanliness is very essential, even 
more so than for grown-up fowls. If the boxes, coops, grounds 
and runs are allowed to become tainted with their excrements 
and stale food, it will be impossible to successfully rear them. 
The sand or earth in the coop must be continually changed, 
and the run moved everyday to a fresh place. 



I-IG. 35- 


Chicken~conp with wire run. which may be left out at night without fear of 
jackals or cats. There should be a lid to the coop to get at the hen and 
chickens and for cleaning the coop, which should have a bottom and a 
piece of gunny thrown over the wire-netting during bad weather and at 
night. The above is a most useful construction, and is a protection not 
only against animals hut kites and croivs. Though a little expensive, it wilt 
repay itself ivell. 

Vermin. — Chickens will not thrive if they are covered with 
vermin. The best way to keep them free from insects is to rub 
some Keating's insect powder on their heads, bodies and under 
their wings; and to occasionally wash their boxes with a strong 
solution of Phenyle and water, and dry in the sun. If the coop, 
house and run are not kept perfectly clean it will be impossible 
to keep the chickens free from vermin. Paint the boxes and 
all the woodwork with seven parts of kerosene oil and one part 
of coal-tar, Stockholm-tar is better, properly mixed together. 
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Wet and Damp. — If young birds are kept in wet or damp 
spots, they cannot thrive. Wet and damp cause a great many 
deaths among chickens. They should never be allowed out 
during unsettled weather. 

Perch. — Chickens under six months of age should never 
be allowed to roost on perches. Doing so will make their 
breast-bones crooked and will disfigure them for life. Chickens 
should be bedded on a thick layer of sand or dry loose earth. 
The sand and earth should be sprinkled over with flowers of 
sulphur and with kerosene oil or a strong solution of Phenyle. 

Coops and House. — It is best to keep only ten or twelve 
chickens in each coop at night. A coop for twelve chickens 
between three and six months old should be six feet long, three 
leet wide and two feet deep. The top, sides and front should be 
covered with half an inch mesh wire-netting, the bottom should 
be boarded, and the front should have a door for the chickens 
to get in and out. The coop should be kept in an open godown 
or sheltered shed. Only chickens of the same age and size 
should be kept together. When kept in this way, they thrive 
nicely. After the chickens are six months old, they should be 
allowed to roost in a fowl-house. 



Coor WITH Covered Run Attached 
FOR Chickens. 

I'lG. 36. 


The coojis should be kept very clean and kerosene oil and 
tar constantly applied to all the woodwork. 

Weeding out the Stock. — A most important factor in 
successful poultry-keeping is to avoid over-crowding. In those 
yards where chickens are reared chiefly for the table, they are 
disposed of as soon as they are fit to eat, and the weeding out 
process is carried on all through the season. The tendency. 
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in fact, under these conditions, is rather to diminish the stock 
too much. It is forgotten that some of the January — March 
pullets ought to be retained as the principal birds to be looked 
to for eggs in the winter. In many yards, where a good many 
chickens were to be seen in January and February, there are 
in October and November only a few late hatched young ones, 
the older chickens all having been killed or sold: a clear case 
of killing the birds that would have laid the golden eggs. With 
those people, however, whose space is limited and who keep 
pure-bred fowls, sometimes with a view of exhibiting there is a 
disinclination to reduce the stock for fear that some of the birds 
disposed of may ultimately turn out well. Even if the chicks 
have no jiretence to good looks, the fact that their growth has 
been watched from day to day, and that they have been made 
pets of by the owner, causes him to be unwilling to part with 
them. 

Still, the health of the poultry is bound to suffer, as well 
as the profit side of the account, if the stock is not reduced to 
reasonable dimensions. Sentiment must be discarded if the 
fowls are to be kept on business principles, to realise the 
greatest possible profit. Some chickens when two months old 
will show very marked defects, others will not develop their 
true qualities until they are four or six months old. Whenever 
il is seen that a chicken is very defective and unfit to use in the 
breeding pen, it should immediately be sold for table purposes 
or killed for dinner. The hens that are three years old should 
be got rid of before they begin to moult. It is better to take a 
lupee or two for each, which is generally the most that can be 
obtained for old hens, than to feed them for months, when 
they are not< paying. Of course, if a bird is especially good 
from a fancy point of view, she should be kept on longer, 
though for laying a large number of eggs a hen will have seen 
her best days by the time she is three years old. Neither is it 
advisable, except under special circumstances, to keep the cock 
birds after they are four years old. They often remain a long 
time in the moult when they are of that age, and are of little 
use until February and March. 

In arranging to reserve certain birds and to weed out 
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others, the composition of the flock for the ensuing breeding 
season' must be taken into consideration. It is a mistake to 
keep young birds only. If both the parents are only a year 
old, the chickens from such an alliance fledge more slowly, 
mature less quickly and seldom grow as large as those that are 
bred from three or two-year old hens, mated with a cockerel, 
or from a three or two-year old cock running with fine, early 
hatched twelve months old pullets. 

Some extra birds must be kept to be put in place of those 
that leave the breeding pens. 


Hints on Rearing 

1. Do not feed the chicks for thirty-six hours after hatch- 
ing. Allow them to absorb the yolk. 

2. If available give them sour skim milk or butter milk 
to drink from the first. 

3. First feed with rolled oats or stale bread crumbs with 
hard boiled eggs boiled for thirty minutes, in th(’ proportion 
of six parts of the former to one part of the latter. Mix in shell 
and all. Feed six times daily in small amounts about one 
ounce per day to 12 chicks. 

4. After three days begin feeding with a good chick feed. 
A mixture of crushed w'heat, maize (makka) equal parts with 
a little cracked rice is good. (See also Standard Chick Ration.) 

5. Gradually increase the amount of chick feed continu- 
ing it until the chicks are old enough to eat whole or coarsely 
cracked grains. 

6. After six weeks, feed a bulky moist mash consisting 
of boiled vegetables, dried off with a good poultry meal. Feed 
with mash twice daily and chick feed three times. (See. 
Standard Poultry Meal for Chicks.) After six months old, feed 
three times daily — once on grain, green food at noon, and once 
on moist mash. 
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Standard Chick Ration 
( to be fed dry scattered in litter ) 

Used for Small Chicks at Mission Poultry Farm. 

40 lbs. finely cracked wheat {gehnn). 

40 lbs. finely cracked maize (makka). 

10 lbs. cracked ric6 (unpolished rice preferable). 

5 lbs. bajra (bullrush millet). 

2^ lbs. Clacked charcoal. 

2j lbs. cracked granulated bone. 

TOO lbs. 

Standard Poultry Meal for Chicks, and 
Growing Stock 

( to be fed in a moist mash after chicks are six weeks old ) 

50 lbs. Wheat Bran (heavy bran only) 

20 lbs. Wheat Ata {gehun ka ala) 

20 lbs. Bejhar ka ata (barley and peas) 

5 lbs. Maize ata {makka ka ata) 

4 lbs. Bone meal (fine) 

I lb. Salt 

100 lbs. 

After six months old, feed three times daily — once on grain, 
green food at noon, and once on moist mash. 
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ARTIFICIAL HATCHING AND REARING BY HAND 

Hatching. — Artificial incubation is no longer a mere 
thooiy. In these days it has reached a state of perfection that 
is almost astonishing. In these machines a large number of 
eggs can be hatched at any time and season of the year and 
almost as successfully as by hens. 

Incubators have to be used where one wants to hatch out 
hundreds of chickens. In cases where only a few chickens are 
required, say fifty or so, natural methods of hatching and rear- 
ing are better. 

In hatching by incubators it is of the utmost importance 
that the eggs be fresh ; they should not be more than three days 
old in the hot weather and seven days old in the cold season. 
If stale eggs arc placed in the incubator, the probabilities are 
they will not hatch. Another thing to be guarded against is 
the proper regulation of the heat in the incubator. The heat 
should be 103°; less will be ineffectual, and more will be 
injurious. It is needless for me to say much here about the 
method of working incubators. Different machines are 
differently constructed, and a book with all required directions 
about regulating and w’orking the machine is given with each 
incubator. There are, how^ever, a few hints that should be 
carefully borne in mind. First, care should be taken about 
proper and sufficient ventilation. The drawers should be 
opened twace a day and the eggs exposed the full length of time, 
— that is, at the beginning of incubation for ten minutes, and 
after the tenth day for twenty minutes or until the eggs are cool. 
Second, do not allow the light to smoke. Third, never allow 
the heat to rise above 103°; keep as close to 103° as possible. 
During May, June, July, August and September the heat will 
frequently ri§e very high. This is specially the case during the 
week or so before the chickens are due to hatch. Fourth, the 
machine, the egg-draw’er and w^ater tray must be kept scrupu- 
lously clean. After every hatch the egg-drawer, water tr^ 
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and canvas must be properly washed with boiling water and 
Permanganate of Potash. Fifth, do not open the egg-drawer 
during the time the chickens are breaking through the shells. 
They will become chilled. Test the thermometer supplied with 
the incubator with a good clinical one at the start of each year's 
operations. Place the clinical thermometer and the one under 
test in water at I03“F and note if they record the same tempera- 
ture. The capsules should also be tested each season by plac- 
ing them in water at a temperature of 103‘F. Caj>sules which 
fail to expand at a temperature of 103 ‘’I" should not be used. 

One of the best machines of the kind is that known as 
Hearson's Champion Incubator, made by Chas. Hearson & 
Co., Ltd., 235, Regent Street, London, W. Another splendid 
incubator is the Glevum. Other good machines are Tamlins 
(English) and Buckeye (American). The Silver Hen is also 
good. If the incubator has a glass front to the i‘gg compart- 
ment, the eggs in it can be watched during the hatching time. 
This makes it very interesting. 

Rearing. — It is, doubtless, very provoking to have a 
setting of eggs spoiled, but it is even more annoying, when the 
chickens have been hatched and arc strong and lively, to find 
some of them crushed to death b3^ their ciums\^ mothers, and 
others dying for want of proper care from their mothers. Hence 
many attempts have been made to solve the j)roblem of rearing 
by artificial means. Foster-mothers and Cold-brooders are the 
best contrivances to take the place of the mother hen, and, with 
proper care and cleanliness, they can be worked successfully in 
India. When chickens arc hatched in an incubator, they must 
be removed from the machines as soon as they arc dry. Some 
of the incubators have drying-boxes for chickens just hatched. 
When the chickens are hatched, they must be taken from the 
egg-drawer and put into the drying-box and kept there for 
twelve to sixteen hours, when they must be removed to the 
foster-mother. Care must be taken that the drying-box and 
foster-mother are not too warm, and that there is sufficient 
ventilation. The heat must not be more than 90". If the 
foster-mother is allowed to become too close and warm, the 
chickens will become ill and die. Only 12 chickens should be 
kept in India in machines made to hold 50 in England. 
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There is a simpler and cheaper method of rearing chickens 
by hand, which is better adapted to India, especially when the 
chickens arc hatched from November to April. After the 
chickens are hatched, they must be allowed to remain with a 
hen for three or four days. The animal heat from the hen is 
very necessary for the chickens. If an incubator is used, the 
chickens should be kept in the drying-box for the first three 
days. The lid of the drying-box must be kept an inch or so 
open, in order to give plenty of ventilation. The chickens 
should be taken out of the drying-box and fed; after feeding 
them they should be again placed in the drying-box. They 
should be fed every two hours, and only a little given at a time. 
They must be fed as directed in the previous chapter. On the 
evening of the third day after they are hatched, the chickens 
will be strong enough to run about, and will be able to eat 
properly. They should now’ be taken from the hen or drying- 
box and placed in the box foster-mother. See para Box Foster- 
mother. 

The next morning the chickens must be taken out of the 
box foster-mother and placed on a clean plank under a small 
tappa or run, or in a large open box; some food should 
be thrown from a little above their heads down on the plank. 
At first those taken from the hen may not eat, and will keep 
crying for their mother, but repeat throwing the food, and a 
few of the chickens will begin to pick up and cat the little 
pieces, and gradually the others will do the same. As soon as 
the little creatures stop picking and running about they must 
be put back into their box and kept quiet for two hours, when 
they must be taken out and fed again; after which they must 
be again put back. They will enjoy the warmth and go to 
sleep. This process must be repeated every tw'o hours until the 
chickens are a week old. On dry sunny days they must be 
left out in the open on the dry green grass under a small run 
for two or three hours in the morning and evening. It is a. 
good thing to put tlie chickens out on the dry green grass for 
an hour or half-hour from the second or third day they are 
hatched. 

Chickens should never be placed out on a wet, stormy or 
windy day. If the sun be too hot for the chickens, a piece of 
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canvas or mat should be thrown over half of the iafyfya or run; 
When the weather is unsettled, the chickens should be placed 
in a large box with the top open, in a warm corner in the shed; 
some clean sand or dry earth should be put in the box. 

For the first three days a lappa or run two or three feet in 
diameter will be sufficient for a dozen chickens to run in. On 
the fourth day they will need a little more room. After they 
are seven days old they must be placed in a proper run out on 
the green grass in the sun for three hours in the morning and 
three hours in the evening. A run, six feet long and three 
broad and two feet high, will be large enough for a dozen 
chickens. When six weeks old, they can be allowed perfect 
liberty in the open, but must have some person to watch them 
and guard them from crows and kites. Until they are eight 
weeks old chickens should be confined under a small run or in 
a box for two or three hours during the middle of th(' day; this 
rest will do them much good. 

Box Foster-mother. — For the first three days the chickens 
should be allowed to sleep under their mothers or in the drying- 
box of the incubator. Great care must be taken to allow 
sufficient ventilation in the drying-box. On the third night 
they should be put in a box made as follows: — Make a box 
two feet long, eighteen inches wide and eighteen inches high, 
cover the top with half -inch mesh wire-netting, put a door on 
one side of the box, made of a wood frame and half-inch mesh 
wire-netting; to the wire-netting on the top of the box attach 
strips of flannel, the strips being two inches wide and hanging 
down to one inch of the bottom of the box; place these strips 
two inches apart; on the bottom of the box place one inch of 
clean coarse sand, and over this some soft dry cut straw or 
coarse saw-dust half-inch deep. When the chickens arc placed 
in this box, they will go in between the flannel strips and nestle 
there as they would under the hen's wings. When the night is 
cold throw a piece of cloth over the door and half of the top 
of the box. This box makes a capital foster-mother. It will 
be sufficiently large for two dozen chickens of a week old; as 
the chickens grow larger, fewer of them must be kept together; 
not more than six chickens, six weeks old, must be kept in a 
box of this size. The wire-netting on the top and the door at 
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the side will give ample ventilation and flannel will give all the 
warmth required. 

When chickens are hatched under hens, they must be 
properly rubbed over with Keating’s insect powder when they 
are twenty-four hours old, and again when they are removed 
from under their mother and before they are placed in the box 
foster-mother mentioned above. If lice are allowed to remain 
on chickens, they will not thrive. The box and the flannel 
must be washed with Phenyle or Jayes' fluid and water, and 
dried in the sun at least once a month, and the chickens 
occasionally rubbed with insect powder. 

After the chickens are eight weeks old they should be kept 
in a large box-house on clean dry hay or sand. In calculating 
space for chickens above eight weeks old and under four 
months old, you must count two chickens as equal to one full- 
grown fowl. 

The chief difficulty in rearing chickens by hand is keeping 
them contented and happy. It is not difficult to feed them and 
give them warmth, but it needs a great deal of time and care 
to keep them from becoming restless and from piping. For 
the first week chickens brought up by hand give more trouble 
than those reared by a hen, but they soon get very tame and 
are easily managed. Only chickens of the same age and breed 
must be kept together. 

If there are only a few chickens, and the hens be good 
mothers, it will not be wise to take them away from them. A 
hen can manage from 6 to 8 chickens very well in the cold 
weather, and from 8 to 16 in the hot weather. 

Overcrowding must be guarded against. If too many 
chickens are put in a box, or if the box is too close and warm, 
the chickens will become ill and die of roup or small-pox. 
Then, again, chills must be strictly guarded against. If the 
box is not sufficiently warm, the chickens will get chilled. The 
temperature in the box should be Q0° for the first few days, 
and 80° later on. 
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MANAGEMENT OF LARGER CHICKENS, CAPONISING 
MANURE, AND FATTENING FOWLS 

Larger Chickens. — Inexperienced persons are very apt 
to make a great mistake in rearing chickens, by neglecting those 
between a month and six months old for the younger brood. 
They think the birds are old enough to look after themselves, 
and do not require the same amount of care as the younger ones ; 
whereas the fact is, that the birds need more care when they are 
between a month and six months old than they ever did or will, 
and any neglect at this period will be attended with serious 
results. At this time the down or nest feathers are being shed, 
and full-grown feathers take their place. This causes a conti- 
nual drain upon the system, and the birds need greater warmth 
and extra nourishment, and require to be carefully guarded 
against exposure to cold and wet. 

Chickens under six months old must be fed four times a 
day, and allowed at each meal as much as they will eat; 
generous feeding will produce good birds. 

Wheat, barley-meal, oat-meal, oil-cake, paddy, gram, 
peas, green grass and some animal food are the best articles 
of food for young and growing fowls. Ground bones and 
white-ants should be regularly given. 

Particular attention must be given to cleanliness of their 
boxes, house and run or yard. Dirty soil and filthy houses 
will soon kill the birds. 

Instructions have already been given about the space 
needed for larger chickens, and also about giving them a bed 
of dry sand to sleep on 

It is very necessary to keep the cockerels and pullets in 
separate houses and yards. When the cockerels are three or 
four months old, they must be removed from among the hens 
and pullets and kept by themselves until they are lo months 
or one year old. 
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Cani should be taken to keep only cockerels of the same 
breed and age together. If birds of different sizes are kept in 
one pen, the older birds will ill-treat the younger ones and do 
them a great dc/dl of damage. If cockerels under six months 
of age are put together at the same time in a pen and run, they 
will grow up together and live in peace. Game and Chittagong 
cockerels are more active and quarrelsome than cockerels of 
the other breeds, and must be kept separate or else they will 
ruin the other birds. They must not be crowded. Give them 
as much room in th(^ house and run as you should give adult 
birds. 

Cockerels are rt‘ady for the table when they are between 
four and six months old. It is advisable at this period to weed 
out all the defective birds — such as are very much mis-marked, 
and all such as have their tails, backs, legs, toes, wings and 
necks crooked, and all undersized and weakly ones. All these 
should be either killed or sold for the table. After this select 
the best birds, and keep them separate for replenishing the 
breeding-stock. When the worst and the best have been 
separated, keep the rest by themselves for another two or four 
months, when you can go over them again and make your final 
selections, keeping those you want and selling the rest. Those 
selected for breeding must be treated with great care, and when 
twelve months old they must be mated with selected hens. 

The pullets will be ready for the table when they are five 
or six months old, and should be weeded out in the same way 
as the cockerels. The inferior birds should be either sold or 
used for the table and those intended for the breeding pens 
must be kept in separate pens and properly treated. When 
they are between ten and twelve months of age, mate them 
with cocks that are at least a year older. The instructions 
given in the chapter on breeding must be faithfully adhered to. 

Caponising. — Caponising is the taking away from cockerels 
the power of reproduction. By this means the weight of the 
birds and the tenderness of the flesh are greatly increased. 
The operation should be performed in the cold weather, and 
when the bird is between four and six months old. 

The following description is a translation of a French 
treatise : — 
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" The instrument employed in the operation should be very 
sharp; a surgeon’s small operating-knife, termed a curve- 
pointed bistoury, is far better than an ordinary knife, as it 
makes a much neater wound, and so increases greatly the 
chances of healing; or a curve-pointed penknife may be used. 
A stout needle and waxed thread are also requisites; a small 
curved surgical needle will be found much more convenient in 
use than a common straight one. 

“It is necessary that there should be two persons to 
perform the operation. The assistant places the bird on its 
right side on the knees of the person who is about to operate 
and who is seated in a chair of such a height as to make his 
thighs horizontal. The back of the bird is turned towards the 
operator, and the right leg and thigh held firmly along the 
body, the left being drawn back towards the tail, thus exjwsing 
the left flank, where the incision has to be made. After remov- 
ing the feathers the skin is raised up, just behind the last rib, 
with the point of the needle, so as to avoid wounding the 
intestines, and an incision along the edge of the last rib is made 
into the cavity of the body, sufficiently large to admit of the 
introduction of the finger. If any portion of the bowels escape 
from the wound, it must be carefully returned. The forefinger 
is then introduced into the cavity, and directed behind the 
intestines towards the back, somewhat to the left side of the 
middle line of the body. 

“ If the proper position is gained (which is somewhat 
difficult to an inexperienced operator, especially if the cock is 
of full size), the finger comes into contact with the left testicle, 
which ip a young bird of four months is rather larger than a 
full-sized horse-bean. It is movable, and apt to slip under 
the finger, although adhering to the spine; when felt, it is to be 
gently pulled away from its attachments with the finger and 
removed through the wound — an operation which requires 
considerable practice and facility to perform properly, as the 
testicle sometimes slips from under the finger before it is got 
out, and, gliding amongst the intestines, cannot be found 
again readily; it may, however, remain in the body of the 
animal without much inconvenience although it is better 
removed, as its presence is apt to excite inflammation. 

10 
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■“ After removing the left testicle, the finger is again intro- 
duced, and the right one sought for and removed in a similar 
manner. It is readily discovered, as its situation is alongside 
of the former, a little to the right side of the body. Afterwards 
the lips of the wound are brought together and kept in contact 
with two or three stitches with waxed thread. No attempt 
should be made to sew up the v.'ound with a continuous seam, 
but each stitch should be perfectly separate and tied distinctly 
from the others. 

“In making the stitches great care should be taken; the 
skin should be raised up so as to avoid wounding the intestines 
with the needle, or including even the slightest portion of them 
in the thread — an accident that would almost inevitably be 
followed by the death of the bird. 

“After the operation the bird had better be placed under a 
coop in a quiet situation, and supplied with drink and soft food, 
such as soft bread. After a few hours it is best to give him 
his liberty, if he can be turned out in some quiet place removed 
from the p>oultry-yard, as, if attacked by the other cocks, the 
healing of the wound would be endangered. 

“ After the operation the bird should not be permitted to 
roost on a perch, as the exertion of leaping up would unques- 
tionably injure the wound; it should, therefore, at night be 
turned into a room where it is obliged to rest on the floor 
previously covered with some clean sand. For three or four 
days after the op>eration the bird should be fed on soft food, 
after that time it may be set at liberty, for a short period, until 
it has recovered entirely from the operation, when it should be 
put up to fatten.” 

The natives of India are adepts at caponising^ Any man 
who knows how to do it will perform the operation for a few 
pice. 

Manure. — ^Fowl and duck manure is valuable for flower 
and fruit gardens, or any crop. It is too strong in its undiluted 
state, and. must be thoroughly mixed with some fine dry earth 
before it is put on the ground. The manure should be collected 
in a pit or barrel, and kept at some distance from the house. 

Fattening Fowls. — Capons and young hens fatten the 
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fastest. Growing chickens and old birds should not be put into 
the fattening-coop. 

Only perfectly healthy and robust fowls should be selected. 
The birds selected must be kept each in a separate coop or 
compartment. These coops or compartments must be only 
fifteen to eighteen inches square and two feet deep — no larger. 
The top, sides and back of the coop must be boarded up; the 
front enclosed with wire-netting or with bars. The fowls in the 
different coops or compartments must not see each other. The 
coops should be kept in a room that can be closed and made 
dark after the birds have been fed. If kept in the open, a 
canvas screen should be drawn before the doors. The bottom 
of the coop should be barred, and have a drawer underneath 
to receive the droppings.' The droppings must be removed 
twice a day. The coops should be constantly painted over with 
kerosene oil or Phenyle to keep them free from vermin. 

The best food for fattening fowls is Indian corn-meal, 
barley-meal and boiled rice, and, occasionally, wheat-bran or 
the inner husk of the rice mixed with boiled potatoes, vegetables 
and butter-milk. The meal and brans should be boiled till 
quite stiff and dry, and allowed to cool. The food should be 
changed occasionally. The fowls must be fed four times a day, 
and as much given at a time as they will eat. A constant 
supply of water is necessary. 

A properly fed large fowl should gain i to 2 lbs. a week 
and should be ready for the table in two or three weeks. 
Fowls fatten quicker in the warm weather than in the cold. 
Sometimes a fowl refuses to put on fat, and becomes ill when 
subjected to the fattening process. When it is observed that a 
fowl has not gained weight during the first week, it is best to 
kill it as it is. 



CHAPTER XII 

THE INFLUENCE OF CLIMATE ON DOMESTIC FOWLS 


Allusion has been made to some of the practical difficulties 
met with, in breeding fowls recently introduced from other 
countries. Experience and study have taught us that the 
question of acclimatization is one of the most important to 
poultry-breedcTs, although so often ignored. The following 
article from Farm Poultry '' is well worth studying: — 

The subj(;ct, as a whole, considered as it affects both 
human beings and domestic animals and plants, is but little 
understood. While it is quite universally recognized that 
changed (onditions, especially changed climatic conditions, 
often have a decided influence for better or for worse on both 
plants and animals, the nature and extent of such influences 
have not Ix'cn studied enough to make possible the formation of 
any general laws of acclimatization. Scientific men are con- 
fident that investigation and time will demonstrate the existence 
of such geiuTal laws; but at this date the mass of facts regard- 
ing the effects of climate and of change of climate on organic 
life though considerable and most interesting, has furnished 
them <jnly with hypotheses. 

'"It is a recognized fact among farmers and breeders that 
cattle and horses taken from one part of the country to the other 
require some time (the average perhaps being about a year) to 
become so hal)ituated to the new conditions as to bear them' 
easily, and that the systems of some animals never become 
reconciled to the chcinge. 

‘‘Breeders and purchasers of the larger domestic animals,, 
when buying stock, take this fact into consideration to a much 
greater extent than do breeders ol poultry. So also do writers 
in the stock and agricultural journals. The subject of acclima- 
tization is mentioned and discussed by them much more fre- 
quently than by poultry writers. It has been made familiar 
in connection with other stock. 

“Coming now to the practical application of the qncstioTi 
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as directly affecting poultry and poultry-breeders, I believe 
that if the importance of this question were more generally 
recognized, and the nature and extent of the hindrances Nature 
places in the way of transportation of fowls were better under- 
stood, th^re would be ninety per cent, less friction in the busi- 
ness than there is to-day. 

Buyers and sellers of eggs and fowls ought to know that 
the change of conditions caused by transporting them even a 
short distance may mean the inauguration of constitutional 
changes, the exact nature and extent of which can only be con- 
jectured, and which cannot bj^ any known rule or mchod be 
controlled. 

'' We are not even able to select the individuals most likely 
to accommodate themselves to the change — because, so far 
as observation goes, there is absolutely nothing to guide, in such 
selection. The change which benefits one fowl injures another. 
Of the two fowls the one which best stands the change may be 
inferior in constitutional vigour. According to the best 
information obtainable, the ease with which acclimatization is 
effected depends not so much on stamina or strength, as on 
some peculiarity, some constitutional variation or tendency to 
variability which enables some individuals to conform readily 
to certain conditions, and to adapt themselves with comparative 
ease to any changes of conditions. 

‘‘The resemblance of two localities in general climatic 
features does not, it would seem, furnish any assurance that 
fowls from one arc specially suited to the other. According to 
the best authorities, organisms arc affected by the mere fact of 
change; no two places are exactly alike; though the differences 
in climate may be imperceptible to us, their operation soon 
reveals their existence, and then, as we have seen, the ease 
with which each individual becomes acclimatized depends less 
on the extent of the change and the nature of the new environ- 
ment than on his own constitutional capacity for adapting him- 
self to change — to changes of any kind. 

The recognition of the influence of change of climate 
furnishes an explanation of many of the disappointments in the 
quality of stock, even those bought from reputable breeders. 
It is well known that the tendency to reversion is strong in all 
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thorough-bred stock; but it is not so well known, though just 
as well ascertained, that a change of location strengthens this 
tendency. The reversion may be a general deterioration, or 
may be confined to a few particulars, possibly to only one. It 
may take the form of deterioration of plumage, or departure 
from typical shape, or impairment of vigour, or decrease in 
fertility. It may be general, affecting all the individuals 
subjected to the change, or special, affecting only a part of 
them. It may be accomplished so rapidly that it will be 
difficult to iK'lievo that fowls could change so much in so short 
a time; or so gradually as to escape notice for several genera- 
tions. It may be permanent and irreparable, or temporary 
and be gradually eradicated as the stock becomes acclimatized. 
But that reversion does take place under changed conditions, 
has be('n shown so often in the case of other domestic animals 
that the breeder of fowls who finds his newly bought stock dis- 
appointing will do well to consider this point fully before 
condemning the strain, and accusing the seller of fraud. 

“ Every buyer of fowls and eggs should keep these facts 
well before him when making a purchase, and make up his 
mind that the transaction, like marriage, is 'for better or for 
worse’. They may not be perceptibly affected by the change; 
it may benefit them; it may injure them. The results depend 
in part on matters beyond human control, and almost outside 
the realm of human knowledge. 

“The time required for acclimatization varies in different 
individuals, and with the degree of variation necessary to an 
appro.ximate acclimatization. Where a change is immediately 
beneficial, or does not appreciably affect the fowls either way, 
the element of time hardly needs consideration; but close 
observation will show, I think, that even after slight changes 
the first results in breeding are less satisfactory than those 
obtained later, and that it is always best to have fowls in their 
new home some little time before the breeding season. A few 
breeders see the importance of this point so clearly that they 
inake a practice of mating their home-bred fowls, as well as 
others, some months prcA’ious to the breeding season. 

“ At one time I was of the opinion that the |X!riod required 
for acclimatization might be longer or shorter according to the 
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season at which the removal took place. Such experiments as 
I have been able to make, fail to confirm this opinion. There 
are some changes which commonsense alone teaches us ought 
not to be made — as, for instance, the removal of fowls from a 
cool to a hot climate during the hottest season, or vice versa; 
or the removal of fowls immediately previous to, or during, the 
moult. Aside from such changes as these the season of the year 
seems to have little to do with either the nature of the process 
or the time required for its consummation. 



Hyderabad Game Hen. 
Fig. 37- 


A number of people in India have imported fowls from 
Australia and their experience goes to prove that Australian 
birds do better in India than do the birds imported from 
England. The journey from Australia to India could be 
considerably shortened if arrangements were made for the birds 
to be sent via Colombo. If shipped to Colombo and from there 
by either train or steamer to the Indian port, the voyage would 
take only from 15 to 20 days instead of from 32 to 40 days as 
is usual, and the shorter journey will not be so harmful to the 
poultry. 



CHAPTER XIII 

DISEASES OF POULTRY 


It is cornparativ(jly easy to prevent fowls from becoming 
ill, hut oncv. sickness gets in among them, it will be found 
extremely difficult, if not impossible, to effect a cure. 

** Prevention is better than cure '' is a motto especially 
applicable to fowls and their diseases. In most cases, the only 
thing to be done when serious disease takes hold of a fowl is 
to kill it and bury it deep under ground or burn to ashes and 
bury the ashes. 

The most common causes of illness among poultry are 
dirt, damp, ovcTcrowding, bad food and water, badly ventilated 
or draughty houses, vermin, and, very frequently, contagion. 
Lack of cleanliness is a prolific cause of disease. Fowls are 
certain to become ill if they are kept in a badly ventilated house 
or an' overcrowded. Neither can they stand wet — they are 
unlike ducks. Water will soak right through their feathers 
and give them a chill. 

When fowls have been purchased at an auction, market, 
or from de alers, or have been bought from a person the condi- 
tion of whose poultry-yard you know nothing about, or when 
the birds have' travelled, it is always safe to keep them separate 
from the other birds for at least two weeks. Birds that have 
travelled long distances in very close coops and hot railway 
waggons, or are exposed to draughts and wet on the journey, 
are liable to bec ome over-heated or chilled and take ill. They 
must be kept separate for at least two weeks and be fed and 
watered separatel}’, and the vessels used for them never used 
for the other birds. Frequently a bird brought into the poultry- 
yard will bring infection with it, and cause terrible havoc 
among the birds. It may contract some infectious disease while 
c;/ route in ‘ the railway brake van, having been perfectly 
healthy when despatched. Ranikhet disease may thus break 
out. Too great precaution cannot be taken in this matter. 
When a bird is brought into the yard, it should be closely 
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examined; examine its mouth and throat for canker and 
diphtheria, and the nostrils and head for roup, the legs for 
.scurvy, and under the feathers for lice. 

The first thing to do when a fowl becomes ill is to remove 
it from the rest, and place it in a small, dry, warm and properly 
ventilated house by itself. This will give the sick bird a chance 
to get better, and prevent the disease spreading through the 
yard. Sick poultry must be kept warm, fed properly and 
treated gently. The next thing to do is to find out and remove 
the cause or causes of the disease and give some preventive to 
the unaffected birds, and thus prevent all the other fowls from 
becoming sick. The poultry-house and the place where the 
sick fowl is kept must be ircquently disinfected with Carbolic 
powder, or Phenylc powder. You can make Phenyle powder 
by mixing eight ounces of pure Phenylc with three or four seers 
-of clean sand or sifted ashes. 

Let us divide the diseases of poultry into three classes: 
first, common and simple ailments; second, serious but not 
infectious diseases; and, third, infectious diseases. Most of the 
medicines prescribed are homoeopathic, and can be obtained 
from any homoeopathic dispensary. They are safe and 
efficacious. 


I.-- Common and Simple Ailments 

1. Fledging , — Chickens often droop and suffer much 
whilst their feathers are growing, especially in the cold and wet 
weather; and the breeds which feather most rajiidly suffer 
most; getting the feathers too early rapidly weakens them and 
.stunts their growth. 

Keep them out of the wet and damp, and give them 
sufficient warmth. Clip the feathers of the wings and tail. 
Give some meat every other day, and a little chopped onions 
and garlic. Put a few drops ot Parrish's Chemical Food in 
their drinking-water, or give a little Douglas' Mixture; put a 
little Poultry Powder in the morning food; give it only two or 
three times a week. Dust frequently with Rough on Lice, or 
some other good insect powder. 

2. Moulting . — Some fowls suffer very much during moult- 
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ing. If care be not taken, they will be permanently injured if 
not die. 

If kept separate and properly fed and housed, fowls very 
. seldom suffer much during this period. Very fat birds suffer 
much during this period. Birds in moult should not be allowed 
to remain in the breeding pen, or cocks and hens to run 
together. 

Protect the bird from damp, cold winds, and from intense 
heat. 

If the bird is becoming thin and looks unwell, give oat- 
meal or wheat-meal mixed with milk in the morning and a little 
meat during the day. A small quantity of linseed meal given 
in the food twice a week will be beneficial. Sunflower seed is 
also good. Clive some Sulphur or the Poultry Powder and 
Douglas' Mixture twice a week. It will greatly help the older 
birds if the old feathers in the wings and tail and in the legs are 
gently pulled out. The. birds should be kept free from lice and 
given jikaity of green food, and, if possible, allowed free range 
or a large run. 

3. Loss of Feathers . — Vermin and want of green food are 
the chief causes of fowls losing their feathers before moulting. 

Rub the fowls with I'iough on Lice (See chapter on 
Recipes); give a liberal supi)ly of green food; provide a dust- 
bath; and remove the bird from among the other fowls, and 
keep it warm, and well sheltered from damp and cold winds. 
Give Sulphur or the Poultry Powder in the food. 

4. Soft — Some hens lay soft-sheiled eggs, that is„ 

eggs with a skin only. This is caused by want of sufficient lime 
or by overfeeding. It is also sometimes caused from the bird 
being driven about and frightened, or from the bird being 
troubled with vermin. 

Remove the causes. Supply lime; reduce food; keep free 
from vermin; and treat the bird gently. 

5. Scaly Legs . — Sometimes fowls are greatly troubled 
with this. It. is caused by an insect under the scales of the legs. 
li is infectious. 

Bathe the legs every morning for three days with kerosene 
oil or a strong solution of Phenylo and water taking care not to 
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burn the tender skin under the feathers, or else wash with soap- 
and warm water and rub on some Zam Buk or Embrocation. 
The Poultry Powder or Sulphur will do good. 

6. Soft Crop . — ^The crop is enlarged and soft as if filled 
with water; when pressed, most offensive water is discharged. 
This is caused by obstruction of the food passage or by indiges- 
tion. If any obstruction, remove the cause; if by indigestion, 
give a small teaspoonful of Epsom Salts, after this give Condy’s. 
h'luid, five drops three times a day in a dram of water, and 
some Tonic Mixture once a day for a week; supply grit. Add 
charcoal to the food, or give it in pills. Stop soft food for a 
time and feed only on whole wheat. 

7. Feather-eating.— Some fowls are greatly addicted to 
eating feathers. If they do not find them lying about, they will 
pull them off the other fowls. Rub some Asafeetida. kerosene 
oil or Elliman’s Embrocation on the feather of the neck or part 
of the body from which the feathers are plucked. 

It is caused from want of sufficient iron and animal food. 
Give a little Sulphur and Salt or Poultry Powder in the food, 
and Douglas’ Mixture in the water. Increase amount of meat 
food. Give oz. raw meat minced per bird, 3 times a week. 

Give all food in the scratching litter to keep the fowls busy. 
Also, add a little linseed to the grain feed. 

If the hard horny parts of the beak are pared with a sharp 
knife, the bird will find it difficult to pull feathers. Feather- 
eating is sometimes a vice, and nothing will cure the bird of if 
The best thing in such a case is to kill the bird. 

8. A Cure for Feather-pulling. — Feather-pulling is often 
the result of idleness, and also a lack of meat in the diet. Fowls 
that are well fed and confined, and which have no inducement 
to scratch, seem to learn the vice. One hen may happen to 
pull a feather from another by way of diversion. The sweet 
taste of the blood is satisfactory, and as the hen finds that it 
can have an unlimited supply from the other members of the 
flock, she puts her resolution into practice. Other hens learn 
from her and soon the entire flock is ruined. If one of these 
hens is put in with another flock, she teaches them the vice. If 
one buys such a fowl, there is a liability of bringing the vice 
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into the Hock. A feather-pulling flock is almost worthless 
because it requires more food to produce more feathers, and the 
supply of eggs falls off correspondingly. 

If the hens are very valuable and contract this vice, they 
may be cured by patient attention. Unfortunately the vice is 
usually contracted by valuable hens that are confined in p)ens. 

Th(‘ way to cure a hen of the habit is to cut off, with a 
sharp knife, the horny edge of the mandibles or upper and 
l()\v(T part of the beak. By carefully cutting this off, at the 
same time* cutting off the sharp end of the upper beak, there 
will be a \vedge-.sha{)ed opening between the two halves of the 
beak when th(' mouth is closed. This prevents them from 
getting a hold on a feather firm enough to enable them to pull 
it out. Cutting this horny edge off the beak docs not hurt any 
more than cutting one's finger nails, and it will grow out again 
in a few weeks, by which time the vice is usually forgotten. 

(). Eff^-ca/ing . — Some fowls eat eggs, and will devour all 
th('y can find in the laying-house or sitting nests. 

If there are only one or two culprits it is always best to kill 
the bird and use it for table, as the whole flock quickly learn this 
vi('e. It is ditficiilt to cure once this habit is started. 

Want of lime and gravel or worms and insects in the fields 
are the chief causes. Supply these and give the bird her liberty. 
If this will not cure her, a number of eggs should be emptied of 
their contents and filled with a paste made of the eggs mixed with 
strong mustard and Phenyle. The hot mustard and Phenyle will 
teach the bird a lesson, and she may leave the eggs alone. 
Another plan is to leave a number of China eggs lying about the 
house and run. The hen soon gets tired of pecking at these and 
learns to leave them alone. If this will not cure her, she must 
be killed. Cocks as well as hens are given to eating eggs; and 
if one fowl does it, others will learn to do it also. Providing 
dark nests sometimes helps. Prevent eggs becoming broken in 
the hen house, as a broken egg usually starts the hen. Streng- 
then the shell, by giving the fowls calcium (lime) at all times. 
Snail shells and oyster shell (broken) will provide lime. 

TO. Pale Yolks , — The eggs of some breeds are naturally 
of a pale colour; but sometimes eggs have an unnatural paleness, 
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which is a proof of weakness. Birds kept in confined runs and’ 
insufficiently supplied with green food produce pale yolks. 

Give the hen a large run and abundance of green food ; also 
some of the Poultry Powder or Tonic Mixture. 

2. — Serious but not Infectious Diseases 

1. Apoplexy . — This disease is generally caused by over- 
feeding, exposure to the heat and close confinement. Lahgshans, 
Brahmas, Orpingtons and Rocks are very subject to apoplexy. 
They seem to suffer more than the other breeds from the effects of 
the heat. The attack is sudden and generally fatal. During the 
hot weather, and in the rains, hens in their nests in the act of 
laying are frequently attacked. Sometimes excitement will bring 
it on. Sometimes cocks and hens will get to fighting, and this 
will cause apoplexy. If the bird be not dead when noticed, it 
should be immediately bled by cutting the vein nearest the bone 
under one of its wings, and cold water should be poured from 
a little height upon its head. If the fowl recovers partially, give 
it Belladonna ix, one drop in a teaspoonful of water three times 
a day for two or three days, and feed it sparingly on soft food 
for a week. 

Sometimes signs of an approaching attack can be observed 
— the bird having a staggering, unsteady gait, as if intoxicated. 
In such a case it must at once have its head bathed in cold water, 
and be removed to a cool quiet place. Give it a teaspoonful of 
Epsom Salts, and after that two drops of Belladonna four times 
a day. During the hot weather put a tablcspoonful of Epsom 
Salts to a quart of the drinking-water. 

2. Bumble-foot . — Large fowls are especially subject to 
this ailment. It consists, as its name implies, of a gathering at 
the bottom of the foot. Paint the part affected with lunar caustic 
or Tincture of Iodine, or, if the foot is very bad, apply linseed 
poultices to it daily until the gathering is ripe, then lance it with 
a sharp knife, and take out all the matter. Sometimes a hard 
core will be found in it. The patient should not be allowed to 
roost on the perch at night, but should be bedded on straw till 
the foot is quite healed. The wound should be properly washed 
with Phenyle and water, and the poultice should be continued 
for a few days after the lancing; a little Vaseline and Iodoform,, 
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Zam Buk or Elliman’s Embrocation applied to the spot and the 
foot bound up with a bandage will soon cure it. The bird 
should be kept in confinement until the wound has healed. 

Bumble-foot is often caused by rough stony ground, or by 
heavy birds jumping from roosts that are too high for them, 
('orreet the cause and the trouble will cease. 

3. Cramps . — Simple cramps are brought on by exposure 
to wet or keeping the bird in a damp or cold place. 

Boil neem leaves in water, add some salt, and rub the legs 
with it. Elliman’s Embrocation is very good. Give warm and 
nourishing food, and keep the bird in a dry, warm and sunny 
room on straw. Give internally Rhus Tox. ix and Bry. Alb. ix 
alternately, one drop twice a day, or else give the Tonic Mixture. 
Do not give rice, but feed on barley, wheat and oats. If along 
with cramps, the fowl is thirsty, has high fever (the normal 
temperature if a fowl is 107° — io8°F), and the droppings are 
yellow, white or green, suspect tick fever. (See Cp. XIV Ticks 
and Tick Fever), 

4. Crop-bound . — It is no uncommon thing for the crops . 
of fowls to become so full of food or of some other substance 
that they cannot assimilate it. The consequence is that 
the fowl is unable to swallow anything, and naturally it 
pines away. The causes of crop>-binding are various. It may 
be caused by the bird swallowing a piece of leather, paper, bone 
or matted gmss. It manages to get this as far as its crop, but 
there the thing sticks, and refuses to go any further, blocking 
up the passage to the stomach, and finally preventing the bird 
from swallowing anything else. 

Again, a fowl will at times gorge itself with a quantity of 
drv food, until its crop becomes unduly distended. Then the 
bird goes and has a drink; this causes the food to swell, the 
crop becomes yet more distended and loses its power of elasti- 
city. In order to cure the bird, its crop must be emptied. To 
do this, first pour a little warm water down its throat, and 
gently knead the crop with the hand for a few minutes. Leave 
the bird for about an hour, and then repeat the operation, this 
time pouring a little olive oil down its throat. If this does not 
do any good, take the bird between the knees, with its head 
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•downwards, and try to force the food in the crop out into the 
mouth by gently pressing the crop downwards. 

If all these measures fail to have any effect after they have 
been repeatedly tried, it will be necessary, as a last resort, to 
cut the crop open and empty it. This should only be done in 
extreme cases, wTien everything else has failed. 

There should be two persons to perform the operation, the 
ojjerator and his assistant. Let the assistant take the bird in 
his lap, and keep it quite still by holding the base of the two 
wings with one hand, and the legs with the other. The operator 
will require a very sharp knife, a small article such as a small 
■scoop or a small mustard spoon with which to empty the crop, 
a needle and some thread for sewing it up. All the instruments, 
and also the hands of the operator, must be dipped in diluted 
Jeyes’ Perfect Purifier, Izal or Carbolic lotion. First make a 
straight cut in the upper part of the crop, about an inch in 
length, and then make a cut in the inner part and take out all 
the contents of the crop through it. Wash the crop with 
Condy’s Fluid and warm water, and sew it up again. The 
thread used for the sewing should be either horse-hair or cat- 
gut, not any vegetable substance, and the two skins must be 
sewn separately. Apply Zam Buk or Elliman’s Embrocation 
to the wound. After the operation the bird should be fed very 
sparingly on soft food only and for the first day it should not 
have any water. It must not be allowed to have any whole 
grain for at least a week afterwards. Give some Poultry 
Powder or Tonic Mixture. 

5. Egg-bound . — Hens arc sometimes unable to pass their 
eggs. This is caused by the eggs being too large, the hen being 
too fat, or inflammation of the egg-producing organs. If not 
relieved, the bird will die. 

The bird will go more than once to the nest, sit there some 
time, and then rush about to find another place. She will 
become mopish, and then unable to move. She will die in a 
day or two, or may linger on for a few days. 

Apply some vaseline up the vent by means of a syringe or 
feather, and hold the bird over a pot of hot water and let the 
steam envelope her vent. Give a teaspoonful of Ep>som Salts, 
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and a drop of Aconite to the bird, and keep on low diet. Some 
persons can bring away the egg with the hand, but this opera- 
tion needs very great care, as the bird may be permanently 
injured. Sometimes the egg will break inside and pass out. 

6. Inflammation of the Brain , — ^This is an incurable 
disease, so is also vertigo. Destroy the bird. 

7. Leg weakness , — This complaint is usually found 
among young cocks of the larger breeds, and is caused either 
by wrong feeding, too rapid growth, damp, excessive heat, too 
much confinement, cold, damp floor or breeding from immature 
or weakly parents. 

Give plenty of animal food, and some Phosphate of Lime 
every day. Give Parrish's Chemical Food in small doses, or 
some Tonic Mixture. Rub with Elliman's Embrocation, or 
paint with Tincture of Iodine. Give as much exercise and 
liberty as possible. 

8. Paralysis . — This is incurable; it is best to destrov the 

l)ird. 

9. Rheumatism , — This disease is very much like cramps, 
exc('pt that it is accompanied with swelling of the joint and 
great tenderness. The same treatment as for cramps is effec- 
tive. 

10. Vermin , — This cannot be called -a disease, but 
frequently leads to it by causing disquietude and want of rest. 
In India, fowls are greatly troubled with these pests, much 
more so than in England, especially during the rains. Lice, 
bugs, red mites, ticks and fleas may be included in this cate- 
gory. It causes hens to break their eggs and leave their nests, 
and fowls to desert their roosts at night, during which time they 
cannot rest. Prevention is better than any cure in this case by 
keeping the poultry-house and the run clean. Apply some 
kerosene oil and tar to the inside of the house, coops, nests and 
perches; lime-wash the outside of the house, but put some 
Phenyle in the lime, or wipe with a mixture of kerosene oil and 
tar thoroughly. Sprinkle Carbolic Powder or Phenyle Powder 
on the fowl-house floor, or wipe the floor with kerosene oil. 

Lice are a terrible but unavoidable plague, which you must 
fight against constantly. Chickens just hatched from under the 
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hen are sometimes covered with lice on the head and neckj 
sprinkle tthe little creatures with Keating's insect powder, then 
wait for an hour or two, and rub Keating's insect powder on 
the affected parts very gently, and after a little while the dis- 
gusting parasites will try to make their escape by coming to the 
surface of the soft fluff of the chick instead of sticking on the 
skin and tormenting the poor little bird. The lice seem half 
intoxicated from the effects of the powder and are then easily 
removed. Still, they do not die and ought to be burnt or 
dropped into a strong solution of Phenyle or kerosene oil and 
tar. This should be repeated once a week. ''Rough on Lice" 
is more effectual, but it also affects the chickens, which droop 
for a while, and though I have never seen any die of the effects 
of the powder or be any the worse for it after a little time, still 
I should say Keating's powder was much the safest to use for 
little chickens. The mother hen must also be properly rubbed 
over with ''Rough on Lice." After rubbing her, keep her 
separate from the chickens for an hour so as to allow her to 
shake off the lice and powder that are on her. In the chapter 
on Recipes will be found some reliable remedies for lice, also 
how to make ''Rough on Lice." 

After about a week the process of rubbing heads and necks 
of chickens must be repeated. When half-flcdgcd, the birds 
seem to have a period of rest from their enemy, but still they 
must be looked to, and if any traces of lice are found, apply 
some ''Rough on Lice." There are four different kinds of lice 
and fleas that trouble fowls. The house bug also is veiy 
injurious to fowls. They live in the coops, perches, nests, walls 
a;id floors. The only v/ay to get rid of bugs is to close up all the 
doors and air passages of the fowl-house and burn plenty of 
sulphur in it and keep the fumes in the house for six hours. 
After that, the house, floors, doors, boxes, nests and everything 
in the house must be thoroughly washed with strong Phenyle 
and water and then painted with a solution of kerosene oil and 
tar. This must be repeated frequently. Unless the birds and 
the house and coops are thoroughly freed from vermin, the 
birds will die. As mentioned before, chickens from the 
incubator have the great advantage of keeping free of lice, at 
any rate till they have had time to grow strong. Many young 

II 
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broods droop and die off, simply on account of lice, ticks and 
bugs, nobody suspecting the pretty little chicks to be so 
tormented and gradually killed by those small but formidable 
enemies. 

For grown-up fowls, use cocoanut oil six parts, oil of 
Eucalyptus one jiart and kerosene two parts as a cure for lice, 
but it ought not to be necessary to use this remedy, except 
during the rains and, perhaps, when moving a hen from her 
nest. It must never be used for sitting hens, as the powerful 
kerosene kills the chicks in the eggs. Great care must be taken 
to see that the oils are thoroughly mixed before applying other- 
wise the kerosene oil will greatly injure the birds. 

Another very good remedy for lice on fowls is oil of 
Eucalyptus one ounce, spirit of Camphor one ounce, properly 
mixed with six ounces of cocoanut oil, and applied to every 
part of the bird where lice remain. Instead of the above the 
following may be used with good results : — 

Spirit of turpentine ... ••• 3 chittacks. 

Camphor ... ... i chittack. 

Cocoanut oil ... ... I2 chittacks. 

Apply only a few drops to each part. At the same timi: 

the cooiis, nests and all the wood and bamboo work must be 
thoroughly rubbed with kerosene oil seven parts and coal-tar 
one part, well mixed together. This should be done once a 
week. 

The most effective lice powder known, is made as 
follows : — 

Three parts of gasoline (Petrol) and one part of crude 
carbolic acid, 90 — 95 per cent, strength, or if the latter is not 
obtainable, take three parts of gasoline and one part of cresol. 

Mix these together and add, gradually, while stirring, 
enough plaster-of-paris to take uj> all the moisture. It will 
take about four quarts of plaster-of-paris, to one quart of the 
liquid. The exact amount, however, must be determined by 
the condition of the powder. The liquid and dry plaster must 
'be thoroughly mixed and stirred, until the liquid is evenly 
distributed through the mass of plaster. If correctly mixed the 
result should be a dry pinkish-brown pow’der. 
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Work the powder into the feathers of the infected birds, 
especially under the body and wings, and around the vent. A 
minute or two later the dead and dying lice can be shaken on 
to a piece of paper, and burnt. 

The' powder has a slightly numbing effect on the hands of 
the operator. It is very poisonous, and should never be used 
for animals that lick themselves. One of the best remedies for 
destroying lice is the use of 40% nicotine sulphate “black leaf” 
(40) on the p>erches. Paint on with a brush on the top surface 
of all the perches just before the birds retire for the night. In 
the morning all the lice will be found dead. Repeat treatment 
in 10 — 14 days in order to kill off any more lice hatching from 
eggs. 

Ticks are very troublesome in some pairts of the country, 
and are more difficult to get rid of than lice. The ticks get 
under the feathers of the poor birds, and burrow under the skin 
and soon kill the birds. ,On close examination you will find 
the corners and crevices of the coops and houses crowded with 
the vermin. It is a case of kill or cure. Pick off all the seed 
ticks you can find on the birds and rub the birds with Cocoanut 
oil twelve parts. Turpentine one part. Camphor one part, 
Phenyle one part and Eucalyptus oil one part. Neem oil is also 
good. Treat the house coops, etc., in the .same way as for 
bugs. See chapter on “ticks and tick fever”, its prevention 
and cure. 

II. White Comb . — White comb and black rot of the 
comb are both troublesome diseases, and frequently the affected 
birds die. The disease is caused from bad feeding and want 
of cleanliness. Give from half to one teaspoonful of Epsom 
Salts in a little warm water. Wash the affected parts with 
Phenyle and water. 

Make an ointment of the following: — 


Camphor ... ... ... i part. 

Phenyle ... ... ... i part. 

Turpentine ... ... ... 2 parts. 

Cocoanut oil ... ... .4 parts. 

Sulphur ... ... ••• 4 parts. 

Boracic Acid Powder ... •••4 parts. 


Rub the affected parts "with the ointment 
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. Zarn Biik is also very good. 

C/ive plenty of green food, and feed on soft food for 1% 
time. 

(iive Arsenic um Alb. ix, one-drop doses three times a day 
internally; or give the Tonic Mixture. 

12 . Wounds . — Wounds ought never to be neglected. 
Dress with a solution of Permanganate of Potash or Phenyle 
and water. Aj^ply some ground turmeric or equal parts of 
ground sulphur and Boracic Acid Powder mixed together. 
Apply iodoform to keep off flies; if flies can get across to the 
wound, maggots will result. These must be removed. Many 
can be pulled out with forceps. Bathe the infected wound with 
a strong disinfectant (in good phenyle). 

A broken leg can be set if taken in hand at once, and a 
plaster-of-paris jacket made over the leg with powdered plaster 
and water, the fowl being held fast till the plaster becomes 
hard. If this cannot be done, the broken limb must be put up 
in splints. The bird must be kept confined in a quiet corner 
for a few days. 

Seep . — This is really consumption, and is incurable. 
The fowl cats, but is listless and grows thin. There may not 
be any sign of cold. Try codliver oil. The best thing to do 
is to kill and bury the bird at once. 

14. Stvelling of the oil gland above the tail. Do not press 
or cut it. Many people take this oil gland to be a disease. This 
is not correct. Every fowl has one, and oils and preens its 
feathers by means of it. Ignorant sei'vants call this “kanta'^'' 
and burn it. This is both cruel and dangerous to do. Leave 
it alone. Very occasionally it may become inflamed through 
getting clogged up, in which case bathe it with hot water in’ 
which some boracic has been dissolved. 

13. Diarrhiva . — Simple diarrhoea is caused by bad feeding 
and dirty water, want of cleanliness, exposure to wet or 
excessive heat, indigestion. (If droppings are green, yellow or 
white, tick fever is indicated. See chapter on Ticks and Tick 
•fever. 

Give the birds a tablespoonful of olive oil or a teaspoonful 
of Epsom Salts, and give Ipecac ix. two drops in a teaspoonful 
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of water every two hours, and then give Ars. Alb. IX one drop 
in a little water every two hours, or a dose of Tonic Mixture 
twice a day ; keep the bird in a quiet corner, and feed on arrow- 
root mixed into balls with cold water. Three drops of Perry 
Davis's Pain Killer in a dessertspoonful of water three times a 
day will do good. Chlorodyne is also good. 

16. Dysentery . — This is brought on from the same causes 
as diarrhoea. 

Give a tablespoonful of olive oil or teaspoonful of Epsom 
Salts, and also Ipecac ix two drops in a little water every two 
hours for a day; and then give Mercurious Cor. 3X one drop in 
a little water every two hours. Feed on arrowroot, also give 
a little bael fruit. Keep the fowl quiet and away from the 
others. 

17. Liver Disease . — When any valuable fowl is seen to be 
pale about the face and shrunken about the comb, it should be 
handled at once to see if there is corresponding wasting away, 
for this generally denotes tubercular disease of the liver, a 
complaint that will not only inevitably prove fatal, but is also 
highly contagious. Occasionally a bird may be found to be 
going light without the symptoms of liver complaint, and this 
may be due to pulmonary disease, though there would be a 
cough to indicate complaint of the lungs. There is no cure for 
this. Ordinary cases of birds going light after a hard season 
of laying may be cured with cod-liver oil. 

18. Gapes . — This disease is chiefly confined to chickens, 
and is due to the presence of small worms in the windpi}K\ 
These obstruct the air passage, so that the bird has continually 
to open its mouth and gape in the effort to breathe, hence the 
name of the disease. 

There are numerous methods of treating gapes. One 
common way is to take a feather, strip all the down off it except 
a littie at the point; dip this point in turpentine and camphor, 
place it down the windpipe of the chicken, and after giving it a 
twist or two round, pull it out. The worms are often thus 
extracted with the feather. This plan, however, requires care, 
or else the chicken may be choked. In very mild cases it may 
be sufficient to place a little Camphor or a small quantity of 
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Turpe ntine or Concly’s Fluid or Permanganate of Potash in the 
drinking water. Another, and a very effective cure, is to cause 
the chickens to inhale the fumes of Carbolic acid. When the 
acid is heated it gives off a quantity of fumes. Hold the head 
of the bird among the fumes so that it inhales them, taking care 
at the same time that they are not sufficiently dense to suffocate 
it. This will very likely require repeating two or three times 
in ord(‘r to thoroughly destroy the gape-worms. Or else mix 
one drop of Turpentine, one drop of Eucalyptus oil and one 
drop of Tincture of Camphor with six drops of mustard oil and 
pour gently down the chicken's throat. I have sometimes put 
a couple of drops of Spirit of Camphor on a small piece of 
bread and put it down the bird's throat. Repeat this twice a 
day for three days. Try three or five drops of Little's Soluble 
Phenyk^ in a teaspoonful of water and gently pour it down the 
bird's throat. It is well to dust the chicken-house and run with 
fn.*sh lime or strong Phenyle Powder after a case of gapes has 
appeared there. 

The disease is epidemic, and is generally caused by foul 
water, exposure to wet or by decayed food. The sick birds 
must be separated from the others. 

A piece of camphor, kept continually in the drinking water,, 
acts as a preventive. 


3. — Contagious Diseases 

I. Chicken-pox . — This is really small-pox in fowls. 
Chicken-pox is often mistaken for roup. There may be a slight 
cold in the bird at the beginning, and the bird may appear to 
be dull and refuse its food; but, generally, the disease shows 
no prerripnitory symptoms. Sometimes the bird has chicken- 
pox and roup at the same time. 

It is caused generally b^ contagion, and is very infectious.. 
Probably the infection is carried by flies or mosquitoes as it is 
difficult to account for the disease spreading as it does. 

Serv^ants piay also bring the disease from near-by villages, 
by carrying half-dried scabs on the soles of their feet or shoes. 

Symptoms . — A pustular eruption appears on the face, 
under the wings, and, in some cases, on the feet of the bird. 
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Its first appearance is much like patches of dried blood on 
comb, face, or wattles as if the bird had been pecked and the 
blood had dried. The vesicles are pointed in the centre, and 
about the second or third day are filled with a watery fluid. 
Frequently the vesicles enlarge and run into one another. The 
eyes and mouth become affected; the bird becomes blind and 
is unable to eat, or the feet become so bad that the bird is 
unable to walk, h'or the first day or two the bird shows very 
little signs of constitutional disturbance; but the fever and 
inflammation may gradually increase until the bird becomes 
very weak and is unable to move and dies in a few days. 

In mild cases the pustules dry up and fall off in three or 
four days, and the fowl is soon quite well again. If properly 
treated, the bird will recover even though the disease be of a 
severe form. 

Treatment . — This disease must never be neglected. The 
secret of success is to commence treatment immediately the first 
signs of the disease appear. 

Separate the sick bird from the other poultry, keep it in a 
dry, cool and properly ventilated room free from draughts and 
a good distance from the other poultry, (iive each bird from 
to I teaspoonful of Epsom Salts, to which add one drop of 
Tincture of Aconite. Feed on soft food, such as boiled rice, 
bread-crumbs and milk, barley-meal, ground wheat and milk; 
give it as much water as it will drink, but put a teaspoonful of 
cream of tartar in a pint of water and place this in a clean 
earthen vessel near the fowl, so that she may drink at pleasure. 
Wipe the face and the legs with a cloth dipped in a strong lotion 
of Condy's Fluid or Permanganate of Potash and water, and 
apply some ground turmeric and neem leaves to the affected 
parts. Another good remedy for external application is the 
juice of the leaf of the Bhangrya plant. This plant is known to 
a great many natives. Some people have rubbed the affected 
parts with the juice of unripe tomatoes with good results. 

Give internally the following Indian medicine which has 
been found to be very efficacious: — 

Root of the Ckircheri or Chorchora plant, four tolahs. 
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Root and leaves of the Jokha or Joga Bailta plant, four 
tolahs. 

Thorn of the Shimtil cotton tree, four tolahs. 


The whole to be thoroughly ground and mixed together. 
Give of this five grains to each fowl three times a day. Or give 
five drops of Spirit of Camphor once a day. 

The latest treatment for fowl pox is vaccination. Vaccine 
can be had from the Indian Veterinary Research Institute, 
Mukteswar, U. P. and the Biological Products Section, 
Indian Veterinary Research Institute, Izatnagar, U. P. The 
Institute will also forward instructions for the use of Fowl-Pox 
Vaccine. 

The best thing of all is to protect against fowl-pox by 
vaccinating. Immunity then lasts for about six months. 

Another proved remedy is as follows 


Paint all the ulcers with citrine ointment, daily, until they 
dry down to a black scab. This will probably be in three or 
four days. Lift off the scabs carefully with a fairly sharp 
instrument. The little white roots of the disease will be found 
adhering to them. Collect and burn these. Wash the bird's 
comb and affected parts with a fairly strong solution of 
Permanganate of Potash. 

At th(' same time the bird should be dosed with the follow- 
ing:— 


Wheat Hour 
Flowers of sulphur 
Cayenne peppc'r ... 

Fowler’s solution of arsenic . 
Cream 


I tablespoonfuL 
I 

20 grains. 

25 minims, 
a sufficient quantity. 


Mix well together and make into 20 pills. Give each 
affected bird one pill in the morning for four mornings. If the 
sulphur acts too powerfully on the bowels give boiled milk to 
drink. During treatment, feed on boiled onions mashed with 
oatmeal and boiled rice. 

For chickens the above dose must be divided according to 
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the size of the chick. Small chickens do not often recover from 
chicken-pox and are better destroyed. 

2. Cholera. — Poultry-yards to-day are plagued with more 
than one disease that was altogether unknown to our grand- 
fathers, and one of the most dreaded of these is undoubtedly 
chicken cholera. It makes its appearance in a yard often, no 
one knows how, and in a few weeks destroys the greater 
number of the birds. 

The usual causes of cholera are lack of stamina in the 
birds, overcrowding, uncleanliness, lack of green food and 
absence of shelter from the rays of the hot sun. Drinking 
stale, tepid water and eating decayed vegetable matter are also 
frequently to blame for its origin. There can be no doubt but 
that it is highly contagious, and one sick bird will j>ass the 
disease on to a whole yard. 

When a bird is first attacked, it loses its appetite, looks 
thoroughly out of condition, its feathers are ruffled, and its eyes 
sunken and lacking lustre. What food it does take it seems 
unable to assimilate, but it eagerly consumes a largo amount of 
water. It has diarrhoea, and at first the excrement is green 
and slimy, but afterwards it becom(‘s whitish and frothy, and 
sometimes specks of blood are found in it. The bird becomes 
more and more sleepy and disinclin(*d for exertion, and at last 
it sinks down and dies. Oicasionally ('onviilsions imrnediah'ly 
precede death. 

The fowl usually dies a few hours after the symptoms 
appear, though sometimes it lingers for several days. 

If fowls are kept on fresh ground, arc not overcrowded 
and are proj>erly cared for, then^ is not much fear of their being 
attacked. Should a bird become ill, strict repressive measures 
must at once be taken. Every fowl in the slightest degree 
affected must immediately be destroyed and burned or put right 
away from the others. The water which the healthy birds 
drink should have a small piece of camphor placed in it. All 
the excrement must be gathered up, and the house and run 
have quicklime, or some Phenyle scattered over them. The 
inside of the house should be cleaned with special care, and the 
walls and various appliances washed with fresh quicklime and 
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water, in which is mixed Carbolic or Sulphuric acid or some 
Phenyle. 

Give a teasixjonful of pure olive oil and five drops of 
Tincture of Camphor every two hours, or else 5 drops of Perry 
Davis's Pain Killer in a teaspoonful of water four times a day. 

Feed the bird on arrowroot balls mixed with cold water. 
Only half a teaspoonful at a time must be given every three 
hours. 

Great care must be taken not to spread the complaint by 
going immediately from the sick fowl to the healthy stock, or 
by carrying anything from the one to the other. When the 
bird dies, its body should be buried deep under ground, or 
burned. 

Unless th(' bird is a vcTy valuable one, the best thing to do 
is to kill it, and bury or burn it immediately it is attacked with 
the disease. A strong solution of Phenyle and water should be 
used in the house and coop. Put Douglas' Mixture in the 
drinking water of all the fowls. 

(Aw all the unaffected fowls 3 drops of Perry Davis's Pain 
Killer in a teaspoonful of water or else 5 drops of Tincture of 
('amphor in a teaspoonful of olive oil once a day for three days. 

The latest information regarding cholera comes from the 
Indian Veterinary R(‘search Institute, Mukteswar, U. P. They 
indicate that the best method of combating the disease in flocks 
of poultry is to employ a double inoculation consisting of a 
killed bacteriological vaccine and an anti-serum. These pro- 
ducts are of particular utility at the time of natural outbreaks, 
but can also be used as prophylactic agents a few wrecks before 
any period of the year during which outbreaks of the disease 
are likely to occur. Both products, serum and vaccine, have 
now been prepared at that Institute, and are available for 
distribution upon indent. Mukteswar particularly requests that 
intimation be sent to them when the Fowl Cholera products 
referred to above fail to have any effect in controlling supposed 
outbreaks of this disease. In all cases of doubt they request 
that certain material from the diseased birds be collected and 
forwarded to them. 

The materials required are (i) blood smears from affected 
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or dead fowls, (2) pipettes of heart blood taken with sterile 
precautions from dead fowls, and (3) samples of blood senim 
collected from living affected fowls and particularly from fowls 
which have been affected and ha\'e recovered The best 
method for the collection of serum from living fowls is to obtain 
it from the vein which crosses near to a joint under the wing. 
If this vein is punctured and blood is allowed to run into 
a naturally formed “cup” below the point of puncture, the 
blood can then readily be sucked up into a pipette. 


3. Cold . — ^This complaint is indicated by the same symp- 
toms as we find in human beings, namely, a running at the 
nostrils, and a slight swelling of the eyes. It arises from cold 
or exposure, and, if not attended to, may devt'lop into roup or 
consumption. A p>erson suffering from cold and cough or 
influenza must not be allowed to go into thi- fowls’ run or house-. 
Fowls take the infection from human beings. For cure, the 
bird should be kept in a warm place, and have one drop of 
homoeopathic tincture of Aconite ix and Arst-nicum Alb. ix, 
alternately four times a day — add ten drops of glycerine; or 
else give one grain Quinine and three drops of Sulp. acid dil. 
twice a day. Give nutritious food, rather stimulating in its 
nature. The Indians give a teaspoonful of juire mustard oil 
and a quarter teaspoonful of ground chillies. Inject a little 
Condy’s Fluid through the nostrils. Put a little glycerine and 
camphor in the drinking water of the fowls that are not affected, 
a little Garlic is also good. 


4. Scurfy Face and Comb . — This disease is caused by 
fungoid growth of insects, and is contagious. Apply the follow- 
ing lotion: — 


Eucalyptus Oil 
Spirits of Camphor 
Phenyle 
Turpentine 
Cocoanut Oil 
Flowers of Sulphur 
Boracic Powder 


I part. 


2 parts 
4 .. 

4 .. 

4 » 
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Wash the parts with Phenyle or Izal and water and apply 
the lotion twice a day. Zam Buk also is very good but is 
rather expensive. Painting the affected part with Tincture of 
Iodine will often arrest the disease. Indians apply ground raw 
turmeric and neem leaves with good results. 

(jive the bird Ars. Alb. ix twice a day, one drop in a little 
water, and feed on simple nourishing food. Give Poultry 
Powder or Tonic Mixture. 

Another remedy that has been proved successful is as 
follows : — 

Wash the bird’s comb with warm soapy water and rub in 
gently a sufficient quantity of Red Oxide of Mercury Ointment 
I in 8. 

Leave for thn^e or four days, then wash off. A little 
vinegar should be rubbed over the comb after it has been dried. 

If very bad, a second application of the ointment may be 
necessary. Take care that none touches the bird's eyes. 

5. Roup . — Roup is a disease to be dreaded for poultry. 
It is highly contagious, and at the very first symptom the 
affected fowl ought to be killed. The writer has tried to cure 
roup, but his advice is to destroy the bird. By trying to save 
it you may lose all your flock. It is far better to .start afresh 
with new stock or a setting of eggs. 

Symptoms of Rom/).— It may come on suddenly, or slowly, 
with previous signs of general debility, moping, etc. The first 
signs aie tho.se of catarrh or cold in the head; dry cough or dull 
wheezing. There is fever and the fowl drinks eagerly. The 
comb and wattles may be pale or dark coloured. The cold 
grows worse. There is a yellowish or bloody discharge, thin 
and watery at first, which grows thicker and thicker, and fills, 
in severe cases, throat, nostrils and eyes, the latter being closed 
and swollen even to the size of a walnut, and the sides of the 
face may swell up. Pustules form all about the head and in 
the gullet, and discharge a frothy matter. The crop is generally 
. swollen, though not always. The blind fowl cannot see to eat 
or drink, and hence is said to lose her appetite, although a most 
ravenous appetite is sometimes displayed. The discharge has 
a bad odour, and this is one of the chief signs of the presence 
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of the disorder. Death may ensure from several causes, from 
starvation, the fowl not being able to eat, from suffocation, the 
thick matter clogging up the air passages or from simple 
debility, as in so many other disorders. 

The matter may pass through the bowels, and thus simulate 
diarrhoea; but this happens only in severe cases, and should not 
mislead the observer. A symptom, of which there is no satis- 
factory explanation, is loss of some of the joints of the toes, 
after inflammation resembling dry gangrene in the human 
subject. 

The list of symptoms will explain the \'arious names which 
have been applied to it, viz., swelled eyes, diphtheria, sore 
head, bronchitis, asthma, canker, sore throat, etc., but some of 
these conditions may exist even when roup is not present. One 
of the best means of detecting the approach of roup is to lift 
the wing of the suspected bird and see if there is not a spot 
where the feathers arc smeared with a discharge from the beak, 
which has rubbed off when the bird has put its head under its 
wing at night. Also, invariably look at the nostrils, and see 
if they are clean and free from the slightest clogging. Go the 
rounds at night with a lantern and inspect your birds. Listen 
then for rattling or sneezing. After death, the gall bladder 
and liver are found full of matter; the flesh is soft, easily broken 
down; has a very disagreeable smell; it is very shiny and 
spongy, specially near the lungs. The blood has been carefully 
examined, but presents no alterations of importance, except 
that there are, perhaps, fewer white corpuscles, a defect depend- 
ing on the depression of the power of digestion. 

Causes of Roup . — In all the above, there does not seem to 
be the trace of any special poison; it is like a typhoid influenza, 
which, when it comes as an epidemic, will destroy a great many 
human lives. Cases not treated arc generally fatal in three 
days; some fowls may live seven to eight. Some much longer. 
Those causes that can be determined do not need enumeration 
here. Anything that lowers the tone of the fowl — bad ventila- 
tion, filthy houses, etc. — will most assuredly cause roup. A 
very prominent cause, however, is exposure to draughts and 
wet. So prominent is this, and so marked is the commence- 
ment of the disease at the beak, that it might almost be called 
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malignant catarrh, and it is possibly nothing more. Fowls are 
sometimes destroyed by a cold alone. Roup is most common 
in autumn and winter, and where fowls are exposed to wet, 
cold draughts and damp sunless quarters. When fowls are 
shut up in a crowded, hot and badly ventilated place during 
the night and let out in the morning into the cold, windy and 
damp air, they are sure to become ill. 

The disease is epidemic and contagious, from contact with 
the discharge, either when a diseased fowl touches another, or 
when a healthy fowl gets the discharge through the drinking, 
fountain or otherwise. It can also, if brought into contact with 
the human eye, or with a wound, cause serious inflammation, 
so that caution is needed in handling the fowl. It has never 
been found, so far as we know, in any kind of wild fowl, though 
it may yet be discovered among them. It attacks all ages, 
preferably the older birds, and may run rapidly or slowly. It 
also kills ducklings and turkey poults, though rarely. 

Roup is often caused by fowls picking up the spittle of 
persons suffering from cold, influenza, consumption, diphtheria, 
etc When fowls are kept very close to the habitation of man, 
or people are allowed to go very frequently among the birds 
and spit about in the houses and runs, the birds will become ill. 
It is seldom found among fowls kept in properly constructed 
pens and runs where people are not often allowed to go. 

As soon as the disease is detected, the sick bird must be 
destroyed, and the other birds in the pen put under treatment. 
Unless the sick bird is a very valuable one, there is no use 
trying to doctor it; even if the bird does recover, it will be quite 
unfitted for the breeding pen. The time and effort spent in 
treating a sick bird should be applied to treating the birds that 
are not yet sick but have been exposed to the infection. The 
]>en, run and boxes must be thoroughly washed with Phenyle 
and water, and when dried rubbed over with tar and kerosene 
oil. All earthen or wood water vessels and feeding dishes must 
^be destroyed. 

6. Canker . — This is a malignant disease and may be 
present with roup or may. attack a bird that has not that disease. 
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It affects the eyes, head and face, but more generally the mouth 
and throat. The disease becomes worse until it suffocates the 
bird. The bird should be destroyed and burned or buried with 
quicklime. 



CHAPTER XIV 


THE FOWL TICK (ARGAS PERSICUS) AND TICK 
FEVER (SPIROCH/^TOSIS) 

This dn acl dise ase is very commonly mistaken for fowl 
cholera. After thirty years’ experience, I have found cholera 
to be a very rart‘ disease* in India, whereas tick fever is a very 
common one, and probably the cause of very many people 
giving up ])oultry-keoping. In the* Monsoon, if a bird droops, 
suspect cholera. For the rest of the year suspect tick fever. 

LIFE HISTORY OF THE TICK 

There an* 3 stage's: — eggs, seed tick, and the adult tick. 
The eggs are deposited deep in cracks, etc., and hatch in about 
ig days into the greyish seed ticks, which at once attach them- 
selves to the fowls at night, and remain upon them sucking 
blood for from four to ten days. After ten days they leave the 
host at night and hide away in tlu* cracks of the roost and walls. 
They shed their skins and are again ready for a meal of blood. 
Unlike most ticks this sjxicies deposits several batches of eggs, 
tilling with blood betwetm deposition. 

The full grown ticks are about one-third of an inch long 
and are broadly oval. Even when full of blood they are quite 
Hat and can secrete themselves deeply in crevices. The pest is 
remarkabk' for its tenacity of life and resistance to ordinary 
insecticides. The writer has kept them alive for over two years 
in a closed bottle without food or moisture. 

SYMPTOMS IN ORDER OF THEIR APPEARANCE 

Listlcssness — loss of appetite — standing with the eyes 
closed — drooping of wings — loss of leg power — remaining in 
one jxisition, all accompanied with rapid emaciation, fever and 
great thirst. The most characteristic 'symptom, is diarrhoea, 
the bright greeji and yellow droopings are not noticed for the 
first 24 to 48 hours. 
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TREATMENT OF TICK FEVER OR SPIROCILETOSIS 

Tick fever is caused by bacilli in the blood, known as 
Spirochaetes, which may readily be seen by examining a drop 
of infected blood under the microscojx'. Fortunately there is 
a specific for this disease, which if used immediately the first 
symptoms are noticed will in most cases effect a cure. It is 
Soamin (an arsenical preparation) and which is put up by 
Burroughs and Wi'llcome in tabloid form and can be secured 
from any reliable chemist. It is administered by hypodermic 
injection into the pectoral (breast) muscle, the dose being ^rd 
of a grain dissolved in i c.c. of distilled water for each 3 lbs. 
live weight of the fowl. Injections should be given daily for 
I to 3 days. Provided the owner knows that there are ticks 
about and that his birds are likely to get tick fever, he can take 
it for gmnted, that directly a bird gets listless and drowsy, it 
has tick lever and he will be wise to give it at once an injection, 
no matter whether he can find any ticks or not. 

Only fowls bitten by ticks which are themselves injected 
with tick fever, develop tick fever. The bite of healthy ticks 
however, though not inducing Spiroch^etosis, causes intense 
irritation and serious loss of blood. Young chicks arc killed 
outright, and fowls become weak if not removed from the tick 
infested building, death frequently resulting from emaciation. 
Egg production is practic'ally stopped and the fowls reduced in 
lleski and c(j\’en‘d with seed ticks, which are round in shape and 
of a bluish black colour, and resemble the head of a pin. A 
careful examination of the fowl will reveal them on the bn^ast, 
under the wings, and on the thighs, (‘tc. 

Riddjn(; Fowls of .Seed Ticks 
Mustard oil, neem oil or Mercury Ointment (i.e.. Blue Oint- 
ment, lightly applied will kill the s(*ed ticks on the fowls, but 
a better and surer plan than this is to places all infested fowls 
in an old and cheap crate for ten days. Within this time the 
seed ticks will drop from the fowls, and secrete themselves in 
the cracks, when the crate should be burnt and the fowls 
removed to tick-proof quarters, filled with tick-proof perches as 
outlined below. Infested fowls may be dipped twice at inter- 
vals of about 10 days in a warm solution of '"Cooper's Sheep 
12 
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dip"' of rather weaker strength than that used for sheep. The 
immediate effect of immersion is sometimes rather alarming, 
the birds lying on their sides as if about to die; they quickly 
recover however and with care fatalities are rare. The head 
should not be dipped. 

TREAT]\IENT OF TICK INFESTED HOUSES 

As has been said ticks arc most resistant and ordinary 
insecticides arc useless. In general, it may be said that the 
same methods as arc commonly advocated for the common red 
mite arc successful in combating the tick. i. Burn all the old 
roosts and nests. 2. Brush over the entire house with kerosene 
or hot coal tar containing a little (Tude carbolic* acid, about 
r oz. to I gallon. Anthracene oil however is to be preferred to 
kerosene or crude petroleum, as it is more destructive* and more 
}X'rsistent. Whatever is used it must penc'traU* between the 
smallest crack as the ticks hide deep. After a thorough spray- 
ing the new roosts and nests should be ]>ainted at a week's 
interval to keep ticks from developing, as some ticks are sure to 
('scape the spray. A painter's blowlamp has nlso been very 
successfully used to burn ticks out of a house. After the house 
has been entirely freed, or better still burnt, and a new one 
erected on new land, tick-proof perches must be installed. 

TICK-PROOF PERCHES 

All perches should be fixed on upright iron rods which 
should be driven into the ground to the necessary depth to give 
support, (about two feet). To the tops of the iron rods and 
about 3 inches below the perch, have small iron cups brazed or 
soldered on, keeping the cups alwa\'s filled with kerosene oil. 
The perches should be at least a foot away from the walls, so 
that the tails of the cocks do not touch the sidt's of tlie house. 
Perches constructed in this manner are proof against any insect 
pests attacking poultry at night. 

A SIMPLE AND EFFICIENT TICK-PROOF PERCH 
FOR VILLAGE USE 

Let the perch, of any length you like, rest on 2 vertical 
supports. The bottom of these legs should be fastened to square 
flat boards, 8" square. These supports are now stood in 
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kerosene oil tins which have had the tops cut out. Bricks and 
stones are placed in the tins, and these resting on the Hat board 
bases, keep the perch steady. Now fill up the tins with water 
and add a film of oil on top and the perch is perfectly insulated 
from all vermin. 


PREVENTION OF TICK FEVER 

It is not likely that the fowls will contract tic k fever if 
perches as described are put in and kei)t full of oil. In the 
case, however, of valuable imported st(3ck, most authorities are 
agreed that ^rd of a grain of Soamin, iriesi)ective of the live 
weight of the fowl, dissolved in i c.c. of distilled water and 
injected will act as a prev’entive, but lor what length of time is 
not known. One fancier in India, however, reporU'd that 
Soamin though valuable as a curative agent was not so as a 
preventive, and another advised the injection of 2 grains instead 
of Jrd as a preventive; more ex|X‘rimental work lU'eds to be 
done on this subject, as the loss of fowls from ticks in India is 
very great. 

Prevention is better than cure. The best preventive of 
all is to use ''all inetaF' poultry houses. It is my opinion from 
long experience, that the fowl tick whose bite causes "tick 
fever" or "spirochaetosis" is the cause of the greatest loss, and 
the reason for most amateurs giving up poultry keeping. 
Poultry are of course subject to many disc^ases, and in recent 
years the dreaded "ranikhet disease" or "fowl intlucnza" has 
caused great mortality, but the fowl tick is the arch enemy, 
because but few people seem to be conversant with it, or with 
tick fever. Complete eradication of the tick is not difficult if 
the "all-metal" jx)ultry houses which I advocate be used, and 
if these be thoroughly burnt out occasionally. Tick-proof 
p>erches paced in any house can be used, but theses are not 
nearly as satisfactory as "tick-proof" houses. Menials are 
liable to forget to fill the little oil containers on the tick-prexjf 
perches with oil. The tails of some of the birds may touch the 
sides of the house, and ticks thus gain access to the fowls for 
they prey on them at night, secreting themselves during the day 
in deep cracks etc., and the owner is quite unaware of their 
existence. Some fowls refuse to use the perch. It is thus far 
better to instal the "all-metal" house. 
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The writer in 1912 had heavy losses from tick fever. He, 
like most amateurs, mistook this disease for fowl cholera, as the 
symptoms in both cases are very similar. When he wrote to 
the Governments of the U. S. A., Australia, and South Africa 
for treatment etc. of tick fever, all the replies stated that in each 
country the keeping of poultry by the farmers had almost to 
be given up because of the losses caused by tick fever, and it 
was only when the all-metal houses were put into use, that the 
disease could be adequately controlled. This the writer did, 
and has used such houses ever since, with great sut'cess. 

The all-metal house should be placed under the shade of 
a tree. To make it cooler, country tile may be placed on the 
roof, or even a thick layer of mud. Asbestos sheeting for the 



I k;. 5-SB. All-Met.\l Trap Nr.si Rrx. 



Fig. 38C. All-Metal Trap Nest. 
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roof may bo used instead of corrugated iron sheeting. At 
night the all-m(Tal house is the coolest of all houses. The 
writer has lost very few fowls from "'heat stroke*' in such houses 
and by using them your tick problem is solved. 



CHAPTER XV 


RANIKHET DISEASE 

This drcacU'd and most contagious disease is of rec:cnt 
origin appearing in 1927 and 1928. It is known in India as 
Kanikhet, in England as Newcastle disease or Doyle's disease, 
Pseudo-fowl }xst in Java, Korea, and Egypt, and Avian pest 
in the Philippine Islands. It has also been reported from 
Ceylon, Japan and Australia. In recent years outbreaks in 
India have suddenly swept away c'ntire lloi'ks. 

Cause . — The disease is caused by a hlter —passing virus, 
which closely r(‘s(‘mbles the virus of fowl ])lague. The two 
diseases are howc'ver entirc‘13/ diffeu'ent. h'owl plague^ has not 
yet appeared in India. The virus is present in the dist'harge 
from the beak, and in the dro])pings of the affected fowls. 

Symptoms . — The fowls show distress, standing in a crouch- 
ing position, with widely opened Ix^ak and heavy rapid breath- 
ing. Great thirst is evidept and fever (thci normal tc‘rn])erature 
of a fowl is 107 — io8"F.) and yellowish white diarrheea is 
present. It has an offensive odour. The crop is usually 
distended and contains sour undigestcxl material. The beak 
fills with mucus. As the disease progresses, the fowls bR‘athing 
becomes audible, and continuous short, shar}) noises, somewhat 
resembling hiccoughs are made, at short intervals. Very great 
weakness soon occurs and death usually takes place in 2 or 3 
days. Mortality is very high about 98% to ioo"f>. If a bird 
recovers it has immunity for life. 

Transmission . — It is transmitted from one fowl to another 
by contact with the mucus discharge of the beak, or from the 
droppings. The virus also adheres to the feathers. Healthy 
fowls contract the disease very rapidly by drinking water and 
eating food contaminated by the discharges of sick fowls. The 
disease may be introduced by birds brought in from outside, 
which may have come from infecte^d areas, or may have carried 
the virus in their feathers. Fowls may pick up the infection in 
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the railway brake van and a farm which has sent out perfectly 
healthy stock may thus be unjustly blamed. Infection may 
also be spread by attendents carrying it on their feet, from 
infected pla('es to healthy farms. Crows and birds may also 
cause inflec tion, as in cases of an outbreak of ranikhet, dead 
crows ar(.‘ oftcai si^en in the yards. 

Treatment and Control . — No medicine has yet been dis- 
covered as a curative. The Indian Veterinary Research Insti- 
tute Mukteswar, U. 1^., has given much study to the disease, 
and has prepanTl a vaccine. This is a great boon. [See end 
of chaj)t('r for latest information regarding vaccine. This is 
now availabU' and can be secured from Mukteswar). Poultry 
keejMTs an? advisc'd to keej) in touch with and waite to this 
institution, for hel]) and advic'e. 

C ontrol consists of killing at once all affected fowls, and 
burning and deep burying of all dead fowls. Immediate steps 
must be taken, lo try and save a sick fowl is to lose all your 
flock. All unaffcct(Hl fowls must Ix^ rtunoved at once to a 
distant j)hicc. If the farm is a large one split them into several 
small units. I he attendant of affected fowls must in no cases 
attend healthy flocks. Valuable birds may be housed sepa- 
rately in cages if possible. Add permanganate of Potash to the 
drinking water making it a deep pink colour. Isolate all 
purchas('(l or new' stoc k on arrival for two wee^ks. 

Disinfection . — Alter an outbreak of ranikhet complete and 
through disinfection must be carric*d out. Fire is tlx* best of all. 
Spi'i'ad straw or dry sugar cane leave's on the yards, sprinkle a 
little kerosene' and ignite. In small runs a painters blow' torch 
may be iisc'd, ])rovicU'd it is passed all over the ground. If it is 
not practicable to use tire, lime the ground heavily. Leave it 
for 2 to g days. I hen remove two inches of the top soil, carry^ 
it all away and bury it. Burn the house and all ai:)pliances if 
nc^)! valuable' and start aiivsh. Dig up the sexl thoroughly after 
the removal of the toi> soil and plant a crop. Do not bring 
fresh stock into the same site till three months have passed. 

If appliances etc. are to be saved and not burnt, disinfect 
them thoroughly. 

If an c^utbreak occurs immediately notify your Director, 
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Civil Veterinary Serv^ices, and the local V'eterinary Doctor, 
who will assist and advise on disinfection and control. 

Since the publication of the seventh edition of this book in 
September, 1944, much progress has been made in the prepara- 
tion of a vaccine as a preventive against this disease. 

Extracts are given below taken from an article: 

''Vaccine against Ranikhet Disease'’, by J. Idnani, 
Indian Veterinary Research Institute, Mukteswar, which 
appeared in the Indian Poultry Gazette, February, 1946. 

" In July, IQ44 at the (joverninent Poultry I'arm, 
Lucknow, some 3000 birds were vatainated and excei>t for 
certain reactions to be described later, the undertaking was on 
the whole satisfactory The Central Command had deve- 

loped large poultry farms for Military' use and all the farms 
were placed at our disposal for carrying out large scale vaccina- 
tions. By the end of 1945 over 100,000 were vaccinatc'd and 
quite valuable data have been collected ■ 

Observations showed that the vaccine is very sensitive to 
fluctuations of air temperature and must always be stored on 
ice; otherwise it deteriorates rapidly. Near freezing point, 
how'ever, it remains quite safe for at least three months. Trans- 
port of vaccine from the place of manufacture and distribution 
centre must be done by reliable carriers, the vaccine being 
transported in thermos flasks containing ice which should be 
replaced preferably every 12 hours. The vaccine is normally 
supplied in hermetically sealed ampules, one ampule ('ontain- 
ing I c.c. of concentrated vaccine r(‘pn‘S(‘nting one tlnuisand 
doses (cost Rs. 2-10-0 per thousand doses). 

Method of using the Vaccine , — At the time of use, the 
contents of each ampule are compk^tely evacuated into a flask 
or other container holding 1000 c.c. of water (distilled, tap or 
normal saline) which has b(‘en previously boiled and cooled on 
ice at the place where the operation has to be done. This 
diluted mixture is vigorously shaken and constitutes the vac'cine 
ready for use. It must be kept protected from direct sunlight. 
Especially in hot w^eather when a large number of birds are to be 
inoculated, it be preserved in a bucket containing ice and 
water. It is injected subcutaneously or intramuscularly in 
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. doses of I c.c. A good site in adult birds is under the fold of 
skin on the inside oi the wing or in the case of chickens the leg 
muscles. Any vaccine not used on the day of preparation must 
be discarded. 

All apparatus required for the operation should be sterilized 
b(‘for(i use. 

Reaction in vaccinated tnrds. — Ordinarily chickens not less 
than six wec'ks of age are suitable for vaccination. Thus 
< hi('kens can be done* with advantage when they are about to 
l(‘ave the brooder hous('s. 

Aft(T* vaccination birds may be expected to show some 
drowsiness from 3rd or 4th to 5th or Gth day. Later a small 
})ercentage (i - 3 j)er cent) may become severely lame or para- 
lysed. Birds so aff(\ ted should be removed to a separate pen 
and if no signs of improvement are evident within the few 
following days they should be disposed of for table purposes. 
Birds showing only slight lameness or paralysis require no 
particular attention, as they may be (‘xpected to clear up in 
10 -14 days. Ordinarily a casualty rate of not exceeding 
4 per cent is exj)e('ted. 

Vaccinated birds exhibiting illness or symptoms of para- 
lysis at a later stage, e.g., during the second or third week of 
the vaccination should be suspected for coccidiosis and necessary 
preventive measures taken. 

If vaccination is done in laying hens egg production will 
decline but will return to normal in 14 — 21 days. 

Circumstances in which vaccination is indicated or centres 
indicated, -An active immunity is conferred some 48 hours after 
vaccination. It is certainly of long duration but the vaccine 
possesses no curative properties. Vaccination should be per- 
formed in healthy flocks. It is in general inadvisable to carry 
out the inoculation in the presence of an actual outbreak of 
Ranikhet disease, owing to the risk of the operator and his 
assistants carrying the natural disease while in its incubation 
stage to unaffected birds. In certain circumstances it can be 
done, for instance when one jx)rtion of the flock is at the time 
quit(' free and is situated at some distance from the affected 
flock. 



RANIKHET DISEASE 


187 


It fe advisable to withhold vaccination against Ranikhet 
disease (a) if some other disease prevails in the area, (b) during 
the very hot months. 

It will be understood that the disability to keep the vaccine 
potent under ordinary tempiu'atures reduces the range at which 
it can be usefully distributed from any oiu' manufacturing 
centre. To overcome this difficulty efforts are b(‘ing made to 
create centres of manufacture throughout th(' (ountry. Th(' 
training of the necessary staff for the>e centres has commenced 
and has been com}il('t(‘d in the Madras PnsicU'iiey and North- 
West Frontier Province. It is exjxrtcd that as trained incai 
become available further centres will b(‘ established in other 
j)rovinces. 'Fhe work mentioned in this article was initiated 
and done by Mr. J. R. Haddow witli whom the writer c losely 
collaborated."' 



CHAPTER XVI 

A PORTABLE ALL PURPOSES UNIT FOR THE BENEFIT OF 
THOSE WHO SUFFER FROM A SURFEIT OF TRANSFERS 

AND MOVES 


( R<'priiit(‘(.l from lini’lish 
by ( apt. A. \V. T. VV^ebb.J 



l‘i<„ jy.V. 

PRRi HI S Wirn rKK-l’ROOF HrACKETS, OROPPINii 
Hu\ui> vNH Nesi Boxes. 


A’ /?. — I ht' of thf t.ii'lo Aro kept close up to the sides of 

the nest bo.x hy a inui hook stn*tching across the 

back from leg to h'g 




A PORTABLE ALL PURPOSES UNIT 



Fk',. 

The Nest Boxes i'ariev i-oedi i) snowixo Methou 

Ol- CoNS'IKLH IlON ANU KeTAIMNU Bl.OtKS. 



Fig. ^(jC. 

CoMPosin-: Ieeiistraticjn siiowiNti Tk k-pkoof 

Roosting Table for Chicks (without rat-proof 
cage). Perch for Cockkrf.ls (i.r., unit without 
nest boxes) and a bai.k view of the Contrivance 
SHOWING HOW THE LegS FOLD UNDERNEATH. 











A PORT.VBLE ALL PURPOSES UNIT 


I9I 



I'u;. 

The whole Comkivaxcl Imji.ded Down. 


I do not propose to go into eonstnietion details here because 
I believe the illustrations given above are siifheient to make all 
clear. It should be ample U. add only the measurements and 
they are as follows : — 

MEASUREMENTS 

T;VBLe. 

Length ... ... ... b feet. 

Breadth ... ... ... a feet. 

Length of long legs ... ... i foot 5 inches. 

Length of short legs ... ... 7 inches. 

Di-stance between long legs ... 2 feet 8 inchi-s. 

Perch. 

Length ... ... ... 5 f<.-et . 

Breadth ... ... ... 2 inches. 

Thickness ... ... ... j inch. 

Height off dropping-board (table) ... 8 inches. 

Rat-proof Cover. 

Length ... ... ... 4 feet ii inches. 

Breadth ... ... ... i foot ii inches. 

Height ... ... ... loi inches. 

Size of opening on top ... ... 2 feet ^ I foot. 

Gauge of Wire netting ... ... h inch. 
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Nest Boxes. 


Length (outside measure) 

2 

feet 8 inches. 

Breadth ( ,, ) 

I 

foot 6 inches. 

Height ( „ ) 

I 

foot 2 inches. 

Kun-away. 



Length 

2 

feet. 

Breadth at top 

I 

foot. 

Breadth at bottom 

I 

foot 10 inches. 

Materials Required. 



Teak stri[)s 2^1 inches ... 

... 40 

feet. 

Teak strijis i x i inch 

55 

feet. 

Match boarding b x J inches 

... 80 

feet. 

Hinges 

... 10 

pairs. 

Wire netting (i inch gauge) 

... 16 

square feet. 


It is l)(*li(‘vo(l tliat the following illustrations will also all 
prove most useful, as directions how to make them are included, 
and they will helj) to mak(' this revised and enlarged edition of 



Pig. 40. 

I — W.\ti:k Fountain. 

Matfkials - About 3 ft 01 of wood (() inches x ] inch), an empty bottle, 
a short piece td wire and a small Japanese bowd such as can be bought in the 
lia/ar for six annas. 

Mi;as\ Ki.MLMs : — Height lO inches; Breadth S inches; Depth 6 inches. 




SHELL, GRIT AND CHARCOAL BOX 
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Tweed's Poultry-Keeping, a comprehensive and up-to-date 
book in every way. They are reprinted from English Eggs by 
Capt. A. W. Webb. 

^ Construction Notes: — C' onstruct as |H*r illustration aiul make tho top- 
removable for inserting the bottle. The bottle is supported by a wire hook 
fastened to the back of the box and so arranged that the mouth oi the bottle is 
held about ] inch below the rim of the b<nvl. the woixlen sludf hokling the 
bottle must have a rountl hole cut in it slightly larger than the circumference 
of the bottle. The principle is that, as the water in tht‘ bowl is consumed, mor<* 
(and fresh) comes down from the bottle, the pressure of the air preventing the 
water ever rising higher than the lip of the bottle. 

II. — 1 '1: ED I N( ; T Rouc; 1 1 . 

Materials : — A piece of wood 2 feet x 6 inches x i inch, and a kerosene tin. 

Measurements: — B ase as above. Tin trough 22 inches long, ^ inches broad 
and j inches high (to top of trough). 

C'ONSi'RUCTUJN Notes: — T h(‘ trough consists of two end pieces 3 inches x 3 
inches and one piece, b(‘nt in V shape. 3 inches x 22 inches. The ends ire 
soldered or. and then the bottom edges of the cuid pieces are bent outwards to 
right angles drilled to take two screws each and th(' whole is screwed down on 
to the woculen base. 

III. — Shell, (iurr and ('harcoal Box. 

Matertals: — A bout 3 feet of wood (6 inch(‘s x inch) and about teet of 
fairly stout wire. 

Measurl.mkni s : — il(*ight 3 inches at back and 3 inches in front; Length 
10 inches: J.)et)th 7 imhes. 

Construction Notes: — (C onstruct as in the illustration and lix wires to 
prevent the birds throvving out the contents on llu* ground. 



Fio. 31. 

Perc h a.nd Nesi Bo,\ I nit. 


IV. — Baby Chick Founiain. 

The principle of working is the same as in the Water Idmntain illustrated 
and described above. 
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Majlkials; — Match-boarding (6 inches x i inch) 54 feet. Strips for frame 
inth«*sxi inch) 24 feet, one pair of tick-proof brackets. 

Mkasukements : — Perch 4 feet long. Dropping-board 4 feet x 2 feet. Height 
from ground to dropping-board feet. Nesting boxes each i foot x i foot x i 
foot. Ilciglit from perch to dropping-l;oard 0 inches. 

G(jns I KiicTiON Notes: — The illustration explains itself, but economy will 
be effet te(.l by jirfividing three nest boxes instead of four which is quite an un- 
necessary number J iind. In this case the under frame-work will be ij feet 
high. 4 feet long and i foot broad. The details given under ‘Materials’ are 
based on the assumption that this suggestion will be followed. As in this case 
the dropping-board will be i foot longer and i foot broader than the under 
frame-work it will be neces.sary in order to support the protruding portions to 
nail on under the drop]>ing-board three strips each 2 feet long. 

'I'o prevent ticks the writer would suggest that thin sheet iron or tin (tarred) 
be used for construction instead of wood. If wood is used oil it thoroughly., 
both inside and out at freciuent intervals. 



Fig. 42. 

Portahi.e Fowl-House w’itii Scratch i.vo Shed. 

Materials: — Teak strips (2 inches x 1 inch) for frame-work 180 feet. 
Asbestos sheeting 3 pieces (4 feet x 4 feet). Teak or Mango Planking for rexjf 
(9 inches x { inch) 45 feet. 

Measurements: — House length 4^ feet. Height in front 3 feet, height at 
back 2 feet 2 inches. IXqith 3 feet. Shed, length 6 feet, height at front 34 
inches, height at back 20 inches, depth 3 feet. 

Construction Notes ; — Each side and the roofs are to be made separately 
and later screwed together. These erecting screws must be well counter-sunk 
and covered in with wax to prevent rusting and to allow of easy removal. In 
the left side of the house and in the right side of the scratching-shed small trap 
doors, facing each other, should be provided for entry into the shed from the 
house and vicc-versa. 

Materials: — Teak strips for frame-work (2 inches x i inch) 85 feet, 
lylatch-boarding for roof and bottom (6 inches x ^ inch) 55 feet. Asbestos, 
sheeting 54 inches x 14 inches. A small quantity of J inch wire netting. * 



B/\BY CHICK FOUNTAIN 
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Fig. .43. 

I 3 ROODKR AND RUN FOR RaHY C'HU KS. 

Measurements: — Run 7 foot long, i foot l)igh ami 2 foot hroail. Rroo(l<M- 
5 foet long including handles (each <S inches), i fr>ot .\ inches and 2 fe<‘t 2 inches 
broad. The inner brocxling chamber is i foot (> inches long. 

Construction Notes: — As will be seen from the illustration the brornler is 
<liv'idcd into two chambers — an inner brooding chamber in wliic h the flannel 
HOVER (Figure 44) stands and a scratching room, d'hc partition iictween the 
two has a small opening with a sliding perforated zinc door for ventilation. 
The roofs of the brooding chamber and the scratching room are on hinges to 
allow of easy cleaning of the inside of the l)roodcr. 

As lor the run, the three sides are each made separately and can fold down 
for packing. The illustration shows one run thus folded down. A sliding door 
or panel is provided in the roof of the run and entry to the run from the brooder 
is gained by a sliding door at the end of the bn)oder. 

Materials: — A piece of wood 20 inches x 14 inches x i inch, ^ yard of 
flannel and a piece of canvas (or other stout material) 20 inchesxi j inches. 

Measurements: — Top 20 inches x 14 inches. Height at front 7 inches and 
inches at back. 

Construction Note.s : — Make the wood work as in the illustration. Then 
cut the flannel into strips i or inches broarl and i foot long. About 00 
strips are sufficient. Next make pairs of holes in the canvas close together in 
lines: ten lines of the holes are required with nine pairs in the front live lines 
and ten pairs in the back five lines. Take each piece of flannel and thread it 
through one hole of each pair and out of the other so that two strips of flaniud 
hang down both of equal length. Insert thus all the strips of flannel and lack 
the canvas to the inside of the roof. The object in having the hover on a slojx^ 
and of having more strips in the back lines than in the front lines is to allow 
variations of temperature, i.e., the further back the chick goes the warmer it 
can be and vice-versa. 

Materials: — Teak strips for legs and cross pieces (2 inches x i inch) ii 
feet. Match-boarding (6 inches xi inch) 20 feet. Two iron hooks, .S inches long. 

Measurement: — Table 5 feet x 2 feet. I-egs 8 inches long. 
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I- 10. .4). 

Im.ANNEL IloVKR FOK BrooDKR. 

CoNSTRi’CTioN Noiks: — The illustration (‘xjilains itself. The narrow boail- 
inf< round tlie edge of the table is nece.ssarv to ki'cp the ashes or sand in place 
and these slu)uld he thickly sprinkled over the 1 oards to soak up the dropping.^. 



Fig. .) 5 . 

Tick-Proof Roosting Taui.e for ('hicks. 



CHAPTER XVII 


RECIPES 


I. Tonic Poultry Powder. — To he given during the rains; 
and cold weather only; not in the hot weather - 


Charcoal 
Black Salt 
Linseed 
Hemp seed 
Cayenne Pepper 
Turmeric 
Camphor 
Chiretta 
Ginger 

Sulphate of Iron 
Sulphur 


5 seers, 
i seer. 

5 seers. 

I seer. 

1 seer. 

2 sc‘ers. 

I seer. 

\ seer. 

1 seer. 

2 chittacks. 
I secT. 


Each ingredient to be finely ground separately, and then all 


to be thoroughly mixed together. 

A quarter of a teaspoonful to be given to each fowl, every 
morning, in small pills or in the food, (uve for a week and then 
stop for a week. 


During the hot weather give the following : 


Charcoal ... ••• 5 seers. 

Black Salt ... ••• i seer. 

Camphor ... ... .} seer. 

Chirftta ... ••• i 

Sulphate of Iron ... ... J seer. 

Sulphur ... ... J seer. 

Treacle ... ••• 3 seers. 
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(irind fiii.-ly and mix together thoroughly. Give half tea- 
sj;oonful to a fowl cvrry morning for a week or so and then stop 

lor two wcoks or more. 

2 . Toni< Mixture. I'or weak leg and debility: — 

Sulpluite of Iron ... . . i6 grains. 

Stry< hnine ... ••• \ grain. 

Ida,, pint.' of f.im.- ... 8o grains. 

Siili)h.ite of Quinine ... 8 grains. 

lincture of (ieutian 2 drams. 

To he m.ide into ’,2 do,es. (bie to be given every day. 

>. Quinine Mixture. I’or simple colds and fever. 

Quinine ... ... J grain. 

Sidph. .Mid (dil.) ... ... I drop. 

Tint tuii' of Steel ... ... I drop. 

To he given once .i day in half an ounce of water. 

.p Douglas's Mixture: — 

Suli)h.ite of Iron ... ... ^ pound. 

Sulph. .\cid (dil.) ... ... ^ ounce. 

W atrr ... ... I quart. 

(hic oime(' ol tliis mixtniv to he given to every half gallon 
\){ drinking-water. 

5. Rough on Lire.— Have some fresh cowdung made into 
and <h*i(\l m the sun. Do not allow any straw or wood 
to he mixi'd with th(' ('owdiing. When the cakes are prop>erly 
dried. ha\'e tluan imrned. When the ashes are still black, before 
they het'ome white, have them removed from the fire and kept 
ou one side. Xo wwWv must be put on the ashes. 

When co<d, the ashes must be sifted through a fine flour 
sieve. i 

lake sonu* tmsh strong tobacco leaves. The country 
tobiUiO tlu‘ poo[de crdl balati is the best. Dry in the sun and 
ix)und into powder; pass through a fine flour sieve. 
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Take two seers of the prepared covvdung ashes; add one 
and a half chittack or 3 ounces of pure Phcnyle to it; mix and 
rub the whole thoroughly until the Phenyle is pro^x^rly mixed 
up with the ashes. To this add one seer of the prepared- 
tobacco; • mix properly until the ashes and tobacco are 
thoroughly mixed together. To this add half a pound of 
Flowers of Sulphur; mix properly. 

When prepared, put into bottles or tins and cork tightly 
until wanted for use. This powder should be applied to all 
parts of a fowl affected with lice. 

When needed for chickens, only half the quantity of Phcnyle 
and tobacco should be used. 

Another way of making insect jxiwder: — Take six ix)imds. 
of finely sifted coal ashes, one pound of Flowers of Sulphur, 
four ounces of Petroleum and four ounce's of Phenyle. Mix 
the ashes and Sulphur together, and mix the Petroleum and 
Phenyle together; then mix the whole together thoroughly. 
For very small chickens, Keating's Insect Powder should be 
used. 

When applying the powder to the bird, it should be held 
on a large sheet of paper or a sheet of tin, and as the lice fall 
on the paper, they should be destroyed by fire. 

6. Lice Lotion. — (i) Napthalinc one ounce. Methylated 
spirit one ounce, Cocoanut oil seven ounces. The following 
can be applied to large chickens and adult birds. (2) Kerosene 
oil two ounces, Phenyle one dram,, Cocoanut oil seven ounces; 
put in a bottle and shake up well until properly mixed. (3) 
Turpentine one ounce, Eucalyptus oil one ounce. Camphor half 
ounce, Cocoanut oil seven ounces. Apply to the bird with a 
soft rag. 

7. Mixture for Bugs, Ticks and Lice . — To be applied to 
all wood and bamboo work. One part of Coal-tar to seven 
parts of Kerosene oil, well stirred until mo.st of the tar is 
dissolved. Stockholm tar is preferable to Coal-tar for coops, 
cages and nests. Apply liberally to all coops, boxes, perches, 
doors, posts, walls, etc., put into all cracks and crevices in wood 
or wall. 
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8. PhonyU- l^)\vdrr. Take ton pounds of sifted ashes, 
add a pound of Little's Soluble Phenyle and mix thoroughly. 
S[)rinkl<‘ the lu>iis(' and she'd with this, and put on the floor of 
the (oops. Only the best Phenyle must be used. 

(). Kerose ne' e)r Petrole*um Powder. -Take two seers of 
Ke*rosene or Petrole*uin oil, add cjiiarter of a seer of Coal-tar, 
stir the)roughly. Plaea* 20 se‘e*rs (>f clean sand in a tub and pour 
the* pre'pared K(*rosene oil on this and mix properly, sprinkle 
this e)n the' floor ot the house and yard; all the lice will dis- 
uppea r. 

10. Whitewa'^h. Take two seers of unslaked Lime, put 
into a laif^e* hue ket: on this gently pour e ight seers of hot water; 
\vhe*n slaked, aelel one pe)und of crude ('arbolic acid and stir 
1 he)re)Ughly . Apply te) the mud e)r brick walls while still hot. 

11. I)ust-P>alhs. Dig a Hole T2 inelus deep and 3 feet in 
diame'te*!* in a high i)art of the run or shed,, fill with sifted cow- 
dung ashes or eoal ashe's. Aelel ha.lf a pound e)f Mowers of 
Sulphur anel half a i)ounel e)f Xapthaleaie' and mix with the ashes. 
Bury some* elry te)baee'e) le*ave‘s in the* ashes. 

12. iMunigating with Sulphur, ^fake* a bright charcoal 
fire* in a sm.ill ce)untry choola e)r itui^ati, put this in the room, 
e le)se‘ u|) all the* eloors anel winelows and make the jflace air-tight, 
plaei* a large tin e>r iron pan e>n the* lire*, place* a lot of coarsely 
gre)und Sul|)hur on the* pan and get e)ut ed the room as e]uickly 
as pe^ssible*. Ki'e]') [hr re)om dint up tor six hours. 

13. C e')ndy s Mu id. Put <|uaiter e)iince of Permanganate 
of l\)tash e'lAstals into a ejuart e’)} water. Shake the bottle till 
the* crysttds elissolvt*. I he solutie)n e aii be* made weaker by 
aelding wate*r 

14. Sul|>luir. Sulphur gre)und inte) very fine powder and 
aeldcil te> thr food during the* lu)t wealhe'r is a \'ery good thing for 
fowls. It must not be given during wet, damp and cold weather. 

A teaspoonhil of ground Sulphur given in soft food will be 
suflicient for 10 fowls or 32 chickens. 
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PREFACE TO FOURTH EDITION 


Like poultry, the stock of ducks, geese, turkeys, etc. in India 
have much diminished. 1 he demand has been great, caused 
partly by the large numbers required by American and other 
troops in India during the wai. 

In these days of exceptionally high prices for all food stuffs, 
all who are able to do so, should keep a large number of ducks, 
pigeons, rabbits, etc. for table use, while those in the mofussil, 
with extensive grounds, should keep turkeys, geese, and guinea- 
fowls. 

Ducks are not subject to disease like fowls, and do not have 
cholera, roup, lice etc. By following this lx)ok, a person can 
make a success of raising ducks, when with fowls it takes years 
of experience to do so. 

No other poultry can so easily look out for themselves as 
geese and young goslings. They require very little care, and 
are raised almost exclusively on grass pasture or other green 
forage. 

Turkeys are very profitable if the grower understands the 
correct method of breeding, hatching and rearing. Esjx^cially 
are they adapted to general farms, as they range widely. 

Guinea-fowls are very hardy, are self-supporting and 
delicious eating, resembling game. They do especially well in 
large orchards where they destroy many injurious insects. 

Pigeons and rabbits multiply very rapidly, and are easy 
1o keep. They cost little and give quick food returns. 


A. E. Slater. 
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CHAPTER I 


KEEPING DUCKS 

The people of India raise a large number of ducks for the 
market. High caste Hindoos and Mahomedans as \v('ll as 
Christians cat ducks and ducks' eggs. But Indians adopt no 
proper methods for breeding and rearing, and the consequence 
is that most of the ducks we see in this country an* detcuioratc’d 
diminutive specimens, and the ducklings arc very cU'licate and 
difficult to rear. 

Europeans in the Mofussil have to dc'pcMid to a grc'at extent 
upon fowls and ducks for their meat supply, and arc', obliged 
to keep a large stock for their own use. Thi‘ small country 
duck is plentiful and cl^icap it is true, but there is no reason why 
better birds should not be kept nor why the common duck 
should not be improved. Breeding and rearing ducks in India 
is not at all a difficult matter, and it is very c^asy incU'C'd 
to keep them. The construction of a j)ropcr house does not 
cost much, land is cheap and therc^ arc', numerous tanks and 
ponds, so that in India wc; have evc'ry facility for keeping 
and rearing ducks. 

Ducks will thrive on any soil so long as they have accc^.ss to 
water. A running stream is certainly the best for them, but any 
tank or pond will do so Jong as it docs not run dry in the hot 
weather. Even where there arc' no tanks and ponds ducks can 
be successfully reared for the table if they are given a large 
vessel with water in which they can bathe. The water should 
be renewed three times a day. 

The initial outlay for a first class breeding pen of ducks 
will probably not be a small item, good birds of first class 
breeds cannot be had for nothing; though the price of a drake 
and four ducks may be something between fifty and one 
hundred rupees, that amount of money will be recovered four 
times over in twelve months by the sale of surplus stock, and 
the stock reserved will be sufficient to increase the breeding 
pens fourfold. 

A 
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Th(in' nrc* hut few {)urc bred ducks in India. Those desir- 
ing' to pundiasc, ini^ht apply to one of the zoos, say at Calcutta, 
Lahore*, or Liie know. The .Agricultural Institute, Allahabad, 
also keej) diu ks. 

Many due ks are also to l)e found in Kashmir, particularly 
round Srinagar. 



CHAPTER II 


DUCK-HOUSE AND YARD 

The Duck-House should always be built on the banks of a 
tank, or as near a tank as ix)ssible on rather hi^h ground. There 
is no gainsaying the fact that ducks will not breed properly as 
mating takes place in the water unless they have a tank or large 
pond to which they can have frequent access. Any sort of a 
tank will do so long as there is water in it all through the year. 
A house should be built as near this tank as possible. 

Either a pucca, thatch, or wood house will do, but the (loor 
of the house must be pucca. A house twelve feet long, eight 
feet wide, and eight feet high, will be large enough to accom- 
modate twenty-four large ducks. In building a duck-house it 
should always be borne in mind that ducks soil their house very 
much, and they should never be crowded together. Amjde 
room and proper ventilation are absolutely necessary. Perfet't 
cleanliness must be insisted on. Fowls or other birds must 
never be kept in the same house with ducks. 

The house should face the south and have a wid<‘ door frame 
with half-inch mesh double wire-netting stretched across it. The 
house should be walled up on the east, north, and wc‘st, but 
there should be an open space about a foot de(‘p all round 
between the roof and the wall. This space should be protected 
by good stout one-inch mesh wire-netting, so as to prevent 
animals and thieves entering at night. The lloor should slope 
towards the door, so that it can be easily washed and dried. 
A good layer of clean sand should be placed on the lloor and 
some soft dry straw or grass should be spread over the sand. 

Yard: — A certain portion of the ground in front of the 
ducks' house should be enclosed with two-inch mesh wire- 
netting. An enclosure 20 ft. by 24 ft. will be large enough for 
twenty-four large ducks. The wire-netting round this enclosure 
should be six feet high and the top of the entire enclosure should 
be covered with wire-netting. Unless this is done it will be 
im|X)ssible to prevent crows taking away the eggs from the 
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MK losiin*. 1' r( <]U(*iitly the will be dropped in the yard in 
the iiKjining belore th<; diu ks are allowed to go out to the tank. 

'I he dn('k. should be h i out into this enclosure early in the 
morning and h d Ihe\' should b(* ke|)t in until at least lo 
o'clock, when tiny sliould be allow'(‘d to go into the tank. 

The- floor of the < o\'ered run should be covered with a 
thh kci lav’cr of ^;ifid or < arth. 1 hr floor should be sloped so 
that no water iii.iy lodge there. 

Pond: When .i tank not a\'aiLd)le for the ducks, a pond 
iiHi.''! be built tor them. In h .i < 'ix* the enclosur(‘ or yard 
slioiild be made <i- laig< a^^ j)o>'-il>ha A yard 2y iia't wide and 
12) feel long will do tor twentv-loiir duek^. In the* centre ot 
this \ard a pond I2 ft. by 0 It. and ; (t. (h‘(*p should be built. 
One Nidi- of the pond -hoiild be gradually ^loi)(‘d down from the 
top oi one .side to ih( i>ottoni ot \hr other side so that the birds 
lan walk in and out r»j the watt r. 'I'liis j)ond shcnild be filled 
with ( h‘an tank water and lx ( leaned out and rt*-lilled every 
week. A pr(»])e\l\- < onspau ti'd drain should eonneet with the 
pond and larry away all tlie dirty water to a distance from the 
lious(' and \ard. The dirty water should never be throw’n in 
the yard, it is howexer xciy good tor trees and ])lants in a 
garck'n and should be used tor that purpose. 

Diaks (an be kept in perleet ('ondition in a i)roperly 
constructed house and yard, bnt it the house and X’ard be un- 
suilabU the vla( ks v an lu x er bt expinUc'd to do well. 

When dill ks are not allowed to go into a tank, great care 
should be Ivikeii that there be plenty ol grass in the run. A lot 
ol gravel and small snails should be placed at the bottom of 
the pond. 

Su.\i>r. : .Aiiult diieks need no j^roteetion from rain, but 

tlu'v eaniuu stand the rays ol the mid-da\' sun. If there are 
not some tiers and shrubs in the yard a shed must be* provided 
tt»i shiUle. Ihe best way lo ]>rovide shade is to plant graft 
juaiigo tu'cs, jack tiiiit tu'e*- and some small bushv shrubs in 
the x'lrd. lanu* tins and ?iccni trees i^lanted close together 
afford good shade. ^ 

C 1.1 \NT.iMss. Ihe food and water uoughs, the house and 
the yard, and the pond must be kept absolutely clean. Ducks 
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will not thrive it kept in an unclean condition. The food 
trough must he thoroughly cleaned and washed evcay day. 
The straw in the house must he shakt'u up and put out in the 
sun to dry, and the house and yard pn^perK' swt‘j)t eveiy day. 
Ihe house should he properly waslu'd at li'ast once a wec'k. 
The earth in the' y<ird shouid he dug uj) and turiu'd ovc'i* twice 
in the year. Ih(‘ duck-pond sheuild In' ( U'aiu'd cnit and rc'-iilU'd 
every wc'e'k. The' straw in the* house* should In* renc'we'd every 
week eu' in ten days and PhenyU* powde r should he* spriiikle'd 
on it to disinfect it and keep elenvn x'ermin. 
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CHAPTER III 

THE DIFFERENT BREEDS OF DUCKS 

I iiJ-.KK ar<' a niiiiilx r of (lilforont breeds of ducks, some are 
veiy oriiaiiiental but of iio ])raeti<'al use iu a poultry yard. I 
will describe tile ei^-lit best breeds, any one of which can be 
most profitably kept in India. 

'riit; Avt.KStifKV DtTK.--Thc Aylesbury duck is named 
after the town in lingland where ducks are very largely bred 
and sohl. 'I'he .Xx’lesbuty is pure white in plumage; its eyes 
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aru Mack; its 1 » a^s v>ran^o or light yellow; the bill flesh colour^ 
but when ('\po^e(l to the sun the bill turns yellow. The body is 
long and Hat and tlu’ teathers are close. 

1 he A\ lesbury is a s}>lendid duck for the table. A fair 
wiignt tor drakes is seven jxninds, and for ducks six pounds, 
Siune birds have weighed a great deal more and some exhibi- 
tion birds have weighed over twenty pounds a pair. A veiy^ 
largi luMvy drake is not suitable for breeding. If a duck is 
very fat her eggs ib>ually are infertile. For breeding purposes 
select large and active birds between 12 and 24 months old* 
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The Aylesbury is a fair layer. It grows quickly and is very 
hardy, and easily reared. In pre-war days these birds fetched 
from seven shillings to twenty-one shillings each in England. 
A first class bird for breeding could not be procured for less than 
twenty-one shillings, whereas some birds have been sold for 
each. Exhibition birds sell for from £3 to £20 each. 



Thk Ukkin Dik'k : En(;i.isii 'rvri:. 

The Pekin Duck. -The Pekin duck is ( reamy white and 
nearly as large as the Aylesl)ury. This breed originated in 
China, as its name impli(‘s, but in l^otli England and America 
it has been bred to its present state of perfec tion. 





The Pekin Duck: American Type. 
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The IVkiii lias yellow bill and legs and is different in shape 
lo Ihe Aylesbury, the body being more upright in carriage, 
while the feathers are loose like th(^ Cochin fowls. It takes a 
longer time to mature and is much more easily handled than 
the .Aylobmy; but is not such a good table bird; it is however 
a Im ttr r laye r. 

'I’hc propea \vci/.^lU for a (Iraki' is sc'vcn pounds and a duck 
six p(nni(ls, tluni;,^h a ^r(‘at many do not wrugh as much as this. 
'I In- Pekin is less neiA'oiis and mon* hardy and active than the 
Av'leshiny, and is verv' easily reanjd, but does not fetch as much 
money, A lair prie'e in ICn.i^land was from lifti'cn to twenty- 
live shillin;.4s lor a pair of good birds and from £2 to ^3 for a 
pair ol Inst ( las> hreedeix. (Prewar r.iU'S.) 

'lUr. Rorix. Ihe Roik'ii is tlu' handsomest of all varieties 
ol diK ks. It is bred \'(‘ry largely in England. It takes longer 
to airiv<‘ ;it m.itnrity and do('s not grow as rapidly as many 
other bneds. It is a fair layin*, almost similar in size to the 
A\k:>bury. but not i>oss('ssing the (]uality in llesh. 
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I lu' hi'ad and back ot a Rouen drake are rich sheeiw 
gtet'U ihi're shoald lu' a white ring round the neck; the breast 
should be claivi colour; the legs dark orange, and the bill 
a gn'cnrdi x i llow ; the lower part of the 
biMutilul grc\ : the wings should have 
acros> them. 


a 


body should be a 
blue and white bar 
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The duck is different to the drake in colour, but is cquallx' 
handsome. The illustration will give a good idea of the 
j)lumage of these birds. The Rouen will feh'h as much money 
as the Aylesbury, some e.xhibition specimens have fetched £io 
to £15 each. 

The C'ayuc;a. — The Cayuga duck is siip|x>sed to be an 
American breed. Some people bcTeve it originat'd from 1. 
cross between the Rouen, Aylesbury and Indian black duck. 
However it originated, it cannot be denit'd that it is a very line' 
duck indeed. It is blac'k throughout witli a lustrous green 
shade on the head, back, lU'ck and wings, 'flu' lu'ad should bi* 
large and round; bill wid( and Hat iuul of a sooty (‘olour; the 
l(‘gs and feet strong and sooty in (olour. 



im Cavtm.a. 


The Cavuga is a good layer and table bird, the tlesh being 
very sw(*et. It is almost tlu* size of Aylesbury. It will t*t('h 
as much money a> the 1 \ kin. 

The breed is potuilar in England but there are not many in 
India. The birds obtainable' in England are said to be better 
and larger than those that are to be had in America. 

The ^Irscovv. — The Muscovy is supjxcsed to be a South 
American bird, but is very cr)mmon in India and is too well 
known to need any minute description. They are large birds, 
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tfu* drake \ (*r\' iniu h larj^er than the duck and weighs 

jrcan / to pounds, while the cliiek weighs from 4 to 5 pounds. 
"J he- Muscovy a taiiiv good layer and a good table bird. It 
is easily reared and very hardy when mature, but will not 
thiive in (onlineiiient. 
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I'lu Muscovy is tonnd in all colours— pure white, bbek, 
while and black, white' and brown or grey. The pure white 
are the' nicest ot the lot. This bird can be procured in nearly 
all i>arts ot India. I'lu'ri' is one thing against this breed, the 
drake' is very cjuarrclsoinc and will make it very unpleasant for 
tlu' otlu'r imn.itcs ot the j)ou!iry yard. If kept separate, they 
do very well. 

I'liE Inoiw KrNNFR. The Indian Runner is supposed to 
Ih' c>t Indiiin origin, a statemc’Ut. the truth c^f which I very much 
doubt. I believe it has Ix'en cniginaled from a cross between 
the Pekin drake' and the common Indian duck. 

1 he Iiulian Runner is smaller than either the Aylesbury or 
Pekin, and has a long round body, a long neck, and is tightly 
feathered and vt'iy erect in its carriage. The drake should 
weigh Irom 4 tc'^ () pounds and the duck about 4 pounds. They 
are light brown and white or grey, but some are pure w^hite. 
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Indian Runners are very active in their habits, and have a 
running (hence the name) rather than a waddling motion. They 
are excellent foragers, small eaters and marvellous layers. The 
tlesh is of 'fine quality and fiavour, but they do not fatten well. 
They are hardy and easy to rear and may be used with great 
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advantage for crossing with the heavier breeds to imj)rove their 
laying qualities. 

7. OKPiNcnoN Ducks. — There are two colours of this 
variety, the bull and the blue. They are very handsome and 
most useful birds. They are very hardy, easy to r(‘ar, quick 
in growth, and fairly active*. Tliese birds were produced by 
the late Mr. William Cook, of ()rj)ington, England, by crossing 
together the Aylesbury, Indian Runner, Rouen and ("ayugas 
and also the Pekin. These crosses produced two colours, that 
were fixed by inbreeding, and now the varieties breed true to 
type. The ()rpingtons are in size and shape between the Ayles- 
bury and Pekin, but better as layers. They arc great foragers 
and do well with only a small tub of water to bathci in. A few 
specimens of this breed have been brought to India. They 
deserve wider attention. In England they fetch the same prices 
as Aylesburys and Pekins. 

8. Khaki Campbells. — This is a breed that will fill the 
bill as a good dual-purpose water-fowl. I mcc^n by “dual- 
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purpose" a ( ai)ital laycT and a good table duck. This breed 
was originated by Mrs. Camplxdl, of Ulcy, Gloucestershire, 
with th(‘ sole pnri>ose of finding a real, useful, all-round duck, 
and tin's the lady undoubtedly succeeded in doing. This breed 
has niad(‘ gn^at headway and has certainly supplied a long fell 
want, in th(‘ shape of an ideal duck for all purposes under all 
eondilions. 'I'hvy iwv very ac;tive, great foragers, and if given 
their liberty will hiui a good share of their daily food. They 
ar(.‘ eas\' to rear. I'he drakes easily- if properly fed of course 
attain betwee n five and six pounds at from 10 to 12 weeks old, 
and the din ks possess superior laying power, producing a good 
sized average egg. whit(‘. in ('olour. A Hock average of from 
i()0 to 200 and over a year can b(‘ attained. I can with ev('ry 
<onlid<m((‘ strongly n‘<'ommend the "Khaki Campbell " 
especially when* Iree range* is available*. 

(). ( koss-brfI'DS. I have dt'scrilx'd the e'ight best breeds 

of due ks to be found in any part of the* world. No better birds 
e'oulel be* wished for than th(*se* in their pure state. The })un* 
bred birels always give the* be^st re*sults, and I would advise all 
])e‘i.M)ns to jeale)usly Ice'cp the* br(*(*ds pure*. But there* are some* 
p(*e)ple* in this world whe) are* never satisfied with what there is. 
and are always trying to make something new. For the benefit 
ol th(*s(' pe'oplc* I will he‘re state what (Tosses produce the be^sl 
results. 

1. 1 lu* Koue n elrake* and the Aylesbury or Pekin duck 
preulue e* large strong birds and good layers. The colour of the 
cross -bre'ds will lx* a mixture some will bv a little like the 
Kouen t)ut ii;ost oi th(*m will be very lui.xed. But the colour will 
not affect the laying or table cpiahtit's of the birds. 

2. I he Ik'kin drake* and the Aylesbury duck and the 
A\l<*>biu\ (hake* and Pc'kiu duc k will pn'xluce large good tabic* 
biids, and \'('iy good layers. Some of the cross-brods wall be 
like the A\ led)ur\- and some like the Pekin. This is the best 
c loss. 

The Muscenw* drake, and the A\’lesburv or Pekin duck, 
wall i>ro(hua' gocxl large birds for the table, these cross-brecls 
will be mules and not bi\*ed. 

4. 1 he Pekin drake and the Indian Runner duck, or the 
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(Oinmon Indian duck, will proiice birds very much larger and 
better than the common ducks. 

5. The Indian Runner drake and the common Indian duck 
will produce very fine layers and good table birds. 

In order to improve the common country duck, the follow- 
ing plan should be adopted. Put a good strong Indian l^imner 
drake, with four large sized common Indian ducks. Tak(‘ four 
large females of this cross, and put them with a medium sized 
Aylesbury or Pekin drake. The result of these crosses will be 
large, well formed, hardy ducks, which will make exca'lleiit table 
birds and layers. 

Another plan to impro\’e the Indian duck is to place si.xteeii 
large country ducks with four Pekin draki's, and take' sixte(Mi 
ducks of this cross and mate them again to their fathers. This 
will produce large birds. Th(‘ ducks of thi* setond cross may 
be put with AyU'sbury drakes. The Rouen and Aylesbury 
drakes are too large and heavy to mate with the small (ountry 
ducks. 

One thing must always be borne in mind wluai crossing 
different breeds, that is to separate the drake from all the ducks 
of his own breed, and put him with only ducks of the othcu 
breed. If ducks of his own breed are allowed to rcanain with 
him he will not pay any attention to the oth(*r ducks, and their 
eggs will be infertile. 
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SELECTION OF BREEDING STOCK 


Xo (Iclormcd, stunted nr sickly bird should be bred from. 
SeIi-( t only siicli l)irds as have properly matured and are in 
p<‘rfe< t liealtli and vif^our. If the desire is to breed first class 
pure bred birds, then only such birds should be selected for 
breedin(.^-stnck as are thoroughbred and are of the right shape, 
size and coldiir of the breed. Any mistake made in the com- 
ineiK cmeiit will he perpetuated in the progeny. In-breeding 
must be careliilly avoided, and the male birds changed everv 
two \'ears. 

Ducks begin to lay when between si.x and eight months 
o ( . hilt I would not breed from birds under twelve months 
old, good vigorous birds are lit to lireed from until they 

aie lour years old. Ducks in the second year iTiake the be^t 
breeders. 


I . 1 . ^ for every four ducks. If more 

* '**1 V"*i ' drake the eggs will not prove very fertile, 

and If a le>s number i)e given the drake will worry the ducks 
and cause them givat injury, and the eggs will not hatch well. 
It IS \eiy advantageous to keep the breeds separate, and not 
kt( I more tiian two drakes and eight ducks in one breeding-pen. 

ir H, which an- 

nutating to one another, hor mstance 

<luarrelsome and will 

the '*<1 and'wTirimta't; 

.ir„,r a.i.l h. avi. r hrmis. When the drakes of one breed 

harm, 

.1.1 • luuime in life. 

i^enlleness and' inust always be treated with 

niiist never be driven hard or 
fi lightened or made to run fast, the 


the Muscovy is very 
worr\’ all other ducks in the yard. The 


" e ; ^ Vw: h :ii "V' . brakes of one 
thov .Jooi n f of another they will not do 1 

■ ' nuus and .settle down to their routine ir 


chased about. If thev art 
probability is that they will 


-ia;-s;hh„Krr*;;e^“ 
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ing. When a duck has to be caught, it should be gently driven 
into its house and caught there. 

Birds for breeding should be mated together as early as 
{X)ssible after they have got over their moult. The drake can 
be distinguished from the ducks by the curly feather in his tail. 
In Muscovy drakes, however, this curly feather is absent from 
the tail. It is possible to distinguish the drake from the ducks 
before the feathers are grown by the difference in the voices of 
the sexes. The voice of the duck is very full, and it quacks in 
such a way that every one can hear it; the drake has a thin, 
squeaking and almost inaudible voice. 

The secret of successful breeding is rigid selection and 
breeding from only the best. Out of a Hock of one hundred 
ducklings, probably twenty-five will he very defective and fit 
only to be killed and used for the table as soon as possible. 
Out of the remaining seventy-five, only ten will be select(‘d as 
approaching to anything like perfection and will be reserved 
for the breeding pen. The remaining ones may be dividt‘d into 
three classes, — twenty good breeders, twenty ordinary breeders, 
and twenty-five fit only for crossing with country ducks or to be 
roasted for the table. The ten selected by the owner for 
breeding stock will be probably worth from fi'ii to twemty 
rupees each to him; the twenty good breeders will fi'tch some- 
thing like ten ruj)ees a pair; the ordinary breeders will not 
command more than five rupees a pair; and the remaining 
twenty-five will be worth from two rupees to three rupees a [)air. 
(Pre-war prices). The price of a duck, as the price of every- 
thing else, is according to its quality. I have been careful to 
try and make this point clear, so that the reader in buying or 
selling ducks may be able to act intelligently and not make .i 
mistake. A famous breeder of ducks in England says:-- 
' 'Where there is a flock of well-bred young ducklings, there are 
usually some, when they get to be about six weeks old, which 
stand out from the others. That is to say, they are almost half 
as big again, and are developing a beak perhaps half-an-inch 
longer than others of the same age. To all appearances they 
look as though they were going to have an immense frame. 
These should always be picked out as soon as they begin to 
show signs that they will develop into large birds. They should 
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ho J)nt in n roomv pin e* by themselves and fed on good 

nutritious food. Very^jften peoi)le who go in for showing 
due k-, gr) loiind looking ui floc ks of young ones, and pick one 
or two out c;f one ilork, nnd on(‘ or two out of another. I have 
known them gi\e a<^ murh as thirty shillings each for them. 
Thtsc* aro tlir (Iiieks which usually find their way into the show 
pc'iis. I wish !uy reader- to understand that, however large 
and good a })en of cluc ks may h.e, they will not throw all tln' 
olPpring as gcKjd a"- thc insc lvc s ; the re will be sure to be a few* 
aiucmg them inuc'h -mailer than the parents, though some )f 
tlHMU may -ur[)as- the old birds l)oth in size and qualit}^ 

‘■'riiere an* abo {reak- <a nature* in ducks, just the same 
a- tlific' an- in many cither \'aric‘tic‘s (d the' feathered tribes. 
What I nn an by that i--, that the* leathcTs in the' w’ings wall often 
tmn the wrong way iu^tc'ad o! Ix-ing ('lose to the body they 
will often turn outwards. I'liis of c'oursc' looks vtay bad. Wh(*n 
tin y ( ome like tliis tiu y should in-vca* be bred from. Occa- 
sionally some' of thnn will i ()m(‘ with ;i little bunch of feathers 
on the top of their heads. It the^c* arc* bred frean again th(* 
little* top kncHs inc rease in size, I ha\'e sc'cn a wiiole family of 
Aylesburies with epiitc* <i c rest of feathers uj)on their htads. The 
feathers Imxc be'c-n <d)out two inches long, like those on a 
Houdan he n’s liead. I do not like to see them, as it looks 
unnatural in a duc k. Of course there arc people w'ho fancy 
sue h duc ks, and it is very c*visy to make a strain of stock ducks 
of this kind when a pc‘rson who has a fancy for them has one 
or two siX)rt'> come with feathers uix)!! their heads. 
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EGGS 

In India ducks commence to lay during the rains, and keep 
on, with breaks of short intervals, right through until April. 

All breeds do not lay alike, some will not lay more than 6o eggs 
in a year, while others will lay 200 eggs in the same time. A 
duck*s egg should weigh from two-and-a-half to three ounces 
Ducks's eggs vary in colour from white to pink and green. 
The same duck will lay eggs of different colours. This is true 
of all breeds, every egg a duck lays will not be of the same size. 

It is no use setting eggs und(‘r two and-a-half ounces in weight, 
or those very much above three ounces. 

Ducks lay their eggs at night and in the morning up to 
about 10 A.M. They have a bad habit of dropping their eggs 
anywhere on the ground or in the water, and if not carefully 
watched many eggs will be lost. There should be gencTally, 
when in full lay, an egg from every bird, failing which the 
ducks may be confined a little longer. Irregularity in laying 
is a tolerably sure sign of a duck being out of health or condi- 
tion. Plenty of comfeitabk nests of (lean, dry straw or grass 
will do much to ])ersuade them to lay in the proper places. 
Unless care be taken, crows will carry away eggs from the 
duck's house and yard. For this reason it is very advisable to 
have a covered yard or run for ducks. Ducks should be 
confined to their yard until 10 a.m., when they will have laid 
all the eggs they will that day. When ducks are overfed and 
become too fat, they cease to lay, and become diseased. 

Sound eggs from pure bred first class stock can be sold for 
from six to twelve rupees a dozen. Common duck's eggs fetch 
nine annas a dozen. 

DEM/VND FOR DUCK ECiGS 

There is a good demand for duck eggs. They arc valuable 
for baking. Some cafes in the U. S. A. use more duck eggs ♦ 

than hen eggs because they arc larger. The demand in India 

B 
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is sure to d(;velop «is jx'ople use them more. The world is 
demanding more and better things, and just as soon as the 
av(*rage pc-rson finds out that duck eggs are really better for 
some j>urposes th(‘y will d(*mand them. Poached or fried 
duck’s eggs arc delicious. 



CHAPTER VI 


FOOD FOR STOCK DUCKS 

The feeding of ducks is not at all a difficult matter. Ducks, 
a rule, are gross and voracious feeders and will eat anything 
they can pick up. The food a duck eats very materially affects 
the flavour and quality of its flesh and eggs, and also the 
vitality of the ducklings produced from the eggs. 

It is very necessary to allow them only such food as will 
keep them in perfect health and good condition, and will enable 
them to produce good meat for the table and strong healthy 
ducklings. 

The best food for ducks is wheat-bran, rice-meal {^oora), 
ground barley, and scraps of meat and vegetables. Cooked 
turnips and carrots fed in the moist mash are good. 

Moist Mash 

Wheat-bran ... -3 

Rice meal (goora) ... ... li lbs. 

Ground barley ... ... li lbs. 

Cooked meat ... ... 3 lbs. 

Boiled vegetables ... -3 d)s. 

This amount will be sufficient for 24 large dui ks, for one 
meal, if kept confined. 

The whole should be properly mi.xed together with water, 
until moist and crumbly and then put out in fix'ding-troughs 
before the ducks. Sharp flint grit is very essential to the health 
of the duck. The grit must be sharp and should be mixed with 
tile duck's food. A handful will be suffu ient for eight or ten 
ducks. The pieces of grit should not be larger than one-fourth 
of an inch in diameter. 

The above quantities of food are sufficient for one meal for 
24 large ducks confined to their yard. When ducks are con- 
fined to a yard they need more food than they would if they 
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wcTi- tf> uo in the tnnk sncl fields snd pick up much ot 

Ihcir food there. If the ducks are allowed their liberty and 
pic k u{) part of their food from the tank and grounds around, 
then the ahove-inentioried quantities of food will be sufficient 
lor two ieeds, half in the morning and half in the evening. 
Small diK k^ will not need as much food as the large ones will. 





Ducks in conliiu incnt should be fed three times ^ day, and, 
at each meal, only as much as they will eat up at once should 
be given, no food should be allowed to remain in the trough. 
After the birds ha\’e been fed, the troughs should be properly 
cleaned and ch.'an water put in them for the ducks to drink. 

When ducks are not laying they do not need as much food 
as when they are lading. 

Wluui kept contined to the yard ducks require some meat 
or snails or small fish in addition to the regular supply of food; 
unless some animal lood be provided they wall not thrive. 

Ducks should nevtu' Ik; fed on padd\^ or rice alone. Wheat- 
bran and rii'e-ineal with barley added are the right and proper 
ingredit'iits tor duck’s food. Rice-meal or goora is the inner 
red skin on the rice uiuku* the husk; w’hen the rice is husked this 
skin remain^ on it and is nunoved by a process of pounding. 
It is this itualy slulf which the Indians call gora, or koora, that 
is most c.xcellent tor ducks wh(*n given mixed with w’heat-bran. 
1 he out(‘i husk ot tlu* paddy is useless. 

(iH‘i n tood is v('ry nocessar\' tor ducks. When they are 
ke]>t in confinement, cabbage, turnips, carrots, onion, and all 
letuse vegetable troiu th(‘ kitchen garden should be chopped 
up and added to the regular food. 

Pkkiwkation of Moist Mash:— The meat (offal from 
slauglucr lu>use is the cheapest), vegetables such as turnips. 
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carrots, pumkins etc., should be cooked in as little water as 
possible. When cold run meat through mincing machine or 
chop it up fine. Mash the vcgeables. Add the bran, rice-meal 
and ground barley and mix thoroughly. Use only enough of 
the water the meat and \'cgetables were cooked in, to make a 
moist crumbly mash. Feed in shallow troughs or dishes. Give 
as much as they will eat quickly. Do not allow any food to li(‘ 
about in the yard. Clean water should be placed in the water 
\essels three times a day. 



( IIAPTER VII 

HATCHING AND REARING 


}L\i( niN(.; f)u( kliii^s cnn be raised all through the year. 
Ihe egf4> iiM\’ lx set under hens or ducks, or placed in an 
ineuhator. 1 lia\'t hatched large numbers of ducklings in 
incubators. Hens make th(‘ best hate'hers and mothers for 
ducklings. My gn'ate ^t suevess has beem with hens. Only si.\ 
eggs should lx* pl uaxl under a large hen. The Game and 
t'liittagonp he ll- make the best mothers for ducklings. Set two 
or three' hen^ at the ^aiiu* lime, and when thc' ducklings are out, 
give- each lu'ii Irc'xn six to eight. 

The best way to set duck's c'ggs is as follows: — Procure an 
earthen alK)Ut 14 or 15 inches in diameter, and q inches 

dec'p: |>ut li\'e iiu hcs ol sittc-cl, clean, dry earth in the giimlah. 
press douii the earth willi thc‘ hand and hollow out the centre; 
place about an inc h of dry c'owdung-ashes over the earth, pres^ 
clown the a>lie< into thc* sha|)e of a saucer; sprinkle a good 
handlul ot llowc'i ot sulphur over the ashes, and then break u] 
a small cjuantity of soft, clean, dry hay, and place it over the 
ashes and sul|duu : prc*ss down the hay and sprinkle sour 
inse c t powde r o\ e r it. Place* the* eggs on this nest, and then 
place a pro|>e*rly e hie ke cl he n on the eggs. Keep the sitting hen 
in a quie t room where she will not be disturbed by anything 
place some giain and wMte*r a lew feet from her, so that she can 
gc't to it wlu iU'Vcr she is ine lincd for it. 

Sprinkle the* e ggs in the* nest with lukewarm water once a 
we‘(*k lor th(‘ lirst twe) weeks, and twice the third week and 
t've‘rv otlu’i cla\ until the‘y pip the fourth week. The egg- 
should be te ^ud on the tourt‘*e'mh day and not before. Take' 
an c'gg ii[> in your hand, hold it up against a bright light 
or the suu, ciewe e'ue* ot your eyes and look through the egg 
with the other e\ e : it the* egg i^ clear like a new-laid egg, then 
it is infertile or addled, but if it be dark looking, it is in all 
pix)baility a sound e\gg. 

Noariy all duck s eggs will lake 28 days to hatch; they are 
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chipped usually on the 27th day. Muscovy duck's eggs take 
35 days to hatch; they generally chip a day or two before that. 

When a duck is allowed to sit on eggs, the nest should be 
made in the same way as mentioned above, only it should be 
on the ground in a corner of the room, and not in a gumlah. 
The sitting duck should be allowed out eveiyday and rc'gularly 
supplied with food and water. 

The eggs will chip on the 27th day. If all goes well the 
ducklings will be out on the 28th da\\ If it be found that some 
of the eggs are not chipped on the 28lh day, th('n lake a pen- 
knife and make a small hole on the large end of the egg, make 
a small hole and hold the c‘gg iij) to the light and see wluac^ the 
beak of the duckling is; just above the beak make an opi'iiing 
about the size of a two-anna-piece, and replace the egg under 
the hen. Great care must be taken not to draxa blood. The 
eggs should be carefully watched and examined every few 
hours, and all the addled ones and those with dead ducklings 
should be removed and those with live ones left und(‘r tlu‘ hen. 

After the eggs are chipped it takes the ducklings from 12 
to 36 hours to absorb the remaining yolk for their supjx)rt 
immediately after hatching. If it bo found that the diu'kling 
is unable to break the shell of the egg, a little, assistani i^ will be 
necessary. A small portion of the shell around tlu^ chi])i)ed part 
must be gradually removed, and the lining mcanbrane under 
the shell moistened with a little warm water. As lon^ as there 
is any blood around the duckling it must not be taken out of 
the shell, but as soon as all the yolk and blood are absorbed, 
the top portion of the shell and inner membrane must be 
removed and the duckling released and placed under the hen, 
or in the incubator. It needs some experience and gr(*at care 
to perform this operation. The slightest mistake will injures the 
little thing. 

When replacing the eggs under the hen or in the incubator, 
great care should be taken to place the eggs so that the chipped 
portion will be turned upwards. 

Rearing: — After they are out of the shells the ducklings 
should be allowed to remain under the hen or in the incubator 
for 24 hours before they are fed; during this time they will 
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-boroino quite dry and strong. It does positive injury to feed 
ducklings very soon after they are hatched. Twenty-four hours 
after they an* hatc hed the y should be placed in a clean, dry box 
or basket and fed. The mother must be fed apart from the 
>'oLmg ones, (nve her a good feed and plenty of water. 

If duc klings are hatchc‘d in an incubator givT them to a hen 
to re ar. Ducklings do not thri\'e in foster-mothers as chickens 
do. 

Duc klings are very stupid little c:reatures and do not know 
how to c‘at the food plac'od bedore them, so it is necessary to 
teach them how to c*at. Take equal parts of oatmeal and rice 
Hour, and enough turnu‘ric to give colour, mix with a little 
milk till cjuitc- slopjw, take a clean stiff feather, dip the tip of 
this feathe r into this .aixture, and lift a small portion of it on 
the tc*ath(*r, hold the feather to the mouth of the duckling. The 
littU' c rc'ature will perk at it and soon get some into its mouth. 
At tirst it will shake its head and throw out all it gets into its 
mouth, but in a little* while it will learn to swallow. This oj^era- 
tion has to be rc‘peated c'very hour for the first two days. Also 
plac'e a small shallow vessel, about half an inch deep, near the 
duc klings, with some clean water in it; sprinkle a little oatmeal 
over the water; the ducklings will drink the water and pick up 
the oatmeal. 

'] he duc klings should be placed out on the dry grass with 
their mother under a small c'overed run. They are very trouble- 
some* tlu' tirst tew days alter thc^y are hatched, and it takes a 
great dc\d of ]xilii*nc'e to feed them. After the fourth or fifth 
da\' tlic y gi\c \cry little bother, tear then they are able to eat 
properly. 

hor the first wet k they should be fed on oatmeal, ground 
rice* and milk, with a little* turmeric added. The food should 
be I'c’iu wed t'vmy hour in small (quantities. In the second week 
they siioulci be led on ecpicd parts of ground wheat, ground 
barley, ground c^ats, and ground rice, with some finely chopped 
meat, all mixcc.! logrthei with milk or hot water; and occa- 
sionally a littk* c'c)oked rice* should be given. Cooked rice 
should be* givt'ii \ ( ry sj>aringly as it causes cramps in ducklings. 
It would be \'( TV muc h better if the ground wheat, barley, oats. 
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rice and chopped meat could be cooked together and given to 
them. 

In the third week and to the end of the sixth week they 
should be fed on ground wheat, barley, oats, and rice mixed 
with hot wafer an hour before it is given, and cho[)ped meat and 
snails. These snails are found in the beds of tanks ; they should 
be washed and broken up betwecMi two stones bt'fore they are 
given./ The large pieces of meat in the shell should be cut 
small. 

After the sixth week the diet should be equal parts of 
wheat-bran, rice and barley meal or ground paddy mixed with 
warm water, also meat and vegetable's, chopixxl and cooked, 
and snails. Sharp flint grit must be given to the ducklings in 
their food. The grit should be at first sifted through a medium 
flour sieve, and what is passed through the sieve must be mixed 
with the food. A table-spoonful will b(' enough for sixteen 
ducklings a week old; as the birds grow larger, more and larger 
pieces must be supplied. 

During the first week ducklings must b(' fed every hour. 
During the second and third week, every two hours, l^'rom the 
third to the sixth week, every thn^e hours, and thereafter until 
the tenth week only four times a day. The feeding should lx* 
done at regular hours and only as much given at eac'h time as the 
birds wall eat up at once. Xo food should lx‘ allowed to remain 
with the ducklings. The greatest care must lx* taken to pnwent 
overfeeding. If young ducklings are allow’<*d to (‘at to(j uuk Ii 
they are sure to suffer from indigestion and tlxua* w ill lx‘ s(‘rious 
trouble. 

A little flower of sulphur should lx* put in the food once a 
week. This wall hel{) th(‘ birds to f(‘ath(*r properly. 

A vessel with drinking water should be kept constantly 
near the ducklings. The drinking troughs or fountains mur,t 
be deep enough to jx^rmit the ducklings to ('o\'er their heads or 
at least their bills, catherwi'^e their nostrils will get stopjxxi up 
W'ith shovelling in the mud owing to the w'ant of sufficic'ut waUu' 
to w’ash them. This wall cause diffK ulty of breathing, showang 
itself in loss of contnjl of their legs, which, if not attended to, 
often results in sudden death without apparent cause. The 
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habit (lufks have of throwing the water about with their head- 
arid bills is induced by their endeavours to wash their nostrils. 
'J'he drinking vf sscb should be about two inches deep, so that 
tliry can drink fr(*(‘ly without getting wet themselves, or a pot or 
vessel of any kind may be sunk level with the ground, covered 
with a board with holes in it, large enough for the ducks to pin 
tluir h(*a(l> through to fish out wheat and paddy scattered in 
the watf-r. 

'rile drinking wate r should never be allowed to run short. 

Notwithstanding the saying that ''Wet weather is good for 
diie ks.” it is the' worst thing for ducklings. Newly-hatched 
ducklings are*, in a sense, almost nude, as their down is not 
much i>rote'( tion against w(‘t, and they are, for the first few 
w(‘eks, ne arly as susi ajitible te) cold and wet as chickens. After 
that time, however, they can bear far more of either. 

Although wate r se euns their natural element, and apparently 
aelels gre'atly te) the ir hapj>in(‘ss, I'xperience proves that ducklings 
gre)W' (|ui( keu* and thri\’e‘ be'tter with only sufficient waiter to 
drink. When they are allowaxl bathing w'ater, the heat 
absorbe'd by the* (e.)Iel wate'r W(‘ake'ns the ducklings and retards 
tlu'ir growth, and frc‘(]ue‘ntly cause-s cramps and cholera. I 
wish to impress this tact u])on the minds of all people wishing 
to raise due ks. for most ]H‘oj)le make a mistake at this point and 
le)se laige' numbe'is o[ young ducks. 

nucklings can stand wet and damp no better than chickens 
e an. I lu y sheuild be' ke pt in a large box or coop with a wooden 
bottom. On no account should they be allow^ed to remain on 
wet damp gremnd. A large box with half inch mesh wire- 
lU'tting 1re>nt will make' a splendid coop for the young ducks. A 
ee)op thive feet long, two feet wide, and tw^enty inches high, 
will be laige euiough tor a hen and her brood of ducklings. On 
<u\' eiays ducklings >hould be ]>laced out on the grass. 

As the' chicklings grow large they will need more food and 
mole exen iN( . die first thre e w'eeks a run six feet long, 

tlirc'o teat wide, and twenty inciu's high, will be sufficient for a 
hen and six or eight ducklings. After the third w^ek a run 
12 ft. ^0 It. should be' providc'd. It will do the young ducks 
good it the A arc allowed to run about for a couple of hours 
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evetyday in the garden.* The nin should be moved to new 
and clean ground everyday. Over-crowding must be avoided 
and not more than from six to eight ducklings kept together. 
If more are kept in one place they will be greatly injun'd. 

Ducklings cannot stand the he^at of th(‘ sun, a large numbcu' 
are killed by sunstroke. They should ha\T plently of sunlight, 
but none of the sun’s rays. Thiar c()()j)s and runs must be 
placed under large shady trees, or else covtui'd o\’(t with planks 
or mats. After the diu klings are ten weeks old tlu'y will have 
got most of their feathers, and can be k t out into the yard and 
lank and given perfect liberty. They should Ih' fed three' time's 
a day until they are six months old. The more tlu'v run about 
and eat, the large*r and cpiicker tlu'v will gre)w. 

GrecTi food, also anima! food, is ve ry neeessary fe»r due'k- 
lings: cabbage, onions, and all re'luse* xegetabk's should be* 
chopped up and cooked and mixeel witli them* tood or give'U 
separately. Wheat vegetables are not obtainable, soit doo() 
grass must be* cut up into small ])ieces and mixe'd with the'ir 
food. 

With pro])er care and attention it is very easy to rear ducks 
successful!}'. 

Cleanliness: — In order to jtreveait the ducklings from 
getting sick, perfect cleanliness must be obst*rved, and their 
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coops, runs, and water and food vessels kept perfectly clean 
and sweet. The water given them must be cjuite clean, and 
their food stuff must be pure and sweet. It is no economy to 
feed ducks on rotten and bad grain or vegetable. 
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Fish Mead: If available fish meal added to the mash is 
very good tor ducklings and breeding ducks. Up to io?{> of 
the total weight of the mash may be used. 

Use either fi'.h meal vr cooked meat (offal), don’t use both. 



CHAPTER VIII 


FATTENING DUCKS 

Ducks will usually eat so as to cram themselves if they 
can only get at food. The best wdy to do is to keep the ducks 
and drakes separate in different coops. A coop for six ducks 
should be six feet long, eighteen inches wide, and eighteen or 
twenty inches high. The coop should be made like the follow- 
ing illustration. 



Coop iok 'FsrTKNjNo i)ucKs, ca-.j.sj:, and Tcrkky^. 

When a duck is once placed in a fattening coop, it should 
never be let out again until the day it is reejuired for the table. 

Very young and old ducks will not fatten well. Ducks 
between four and six months old are the, best to select for the 
fattening coop. The birds so selected should be in i)erfe(:t 
health. 

If properly fed a duck will become fat and fit for the table 
in fifteen days from the time it is placed in the coop. Very 
often when ducks arc kept longer in the fattening coop, they 
become sick and suddenly die, or else begin to get thin again. 
As soon as a duck is ready for killing it should be taken out of 
the fattening coop and put in a tank, or in a small j^ard and a 
large vessel of water should be given it to bathe in. When this 
is done the duck will clean itself, and g(*t rid of th(^ offensive 
fishy smell that adheres to them when kef)t away from water. 

The best food for fattening ducks is the following 
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niixtun? : --Wheat-bran, Indian corn-meal, boiled rice, pea- 
meal, and ri('e-nieal, in equal parts, with some vegetables, and 
sc raps of meat and fat added. The ducks should be fed three 
liriKis a day, and only as much given each time as the birds 
will (Mt up in ten minute's. Let them eat all they possibly can, 
but nt-ver allow any food to remain in the food dish. Make the 
food moi^t and give a little drinking water after they have 
(Mten, but do not allow any water to remain in the coop. 

Indian corn, peas and rice are very fattening. The grain 
should always 1)(‘ ground and mixed with hot water or else 
cooked. Dry lood or whole grain should never be given. 
Mon' than six duc ks should not be put in one coop, and the 
.male's and tcunaks should lU'ver be put together. 



CHAPTER IX 


DISEASES OF DUCKS 

Ducks are not so subject to disease as fowls. If they are 
prop>erly kept disease will very seldom be seen in a flock of 
ducks. But when one does get ill, it is very' difficult to cure it, 
very few of their diseases are curable. 

1. Liver disease: — Rather (oininon complaint in ducks. 
The duck cats well, but gets very thin and goes lame in one 
leg. No cure. Kill off at once. 

2. Consumption : - The duck will not i‘at soft food, but 
will eat Indian corn ravenously, at the same time it will become 
light in weight. It will cough and will have a slight cold. No 
cure. Kill at once. 

3. Indigestion; — Bird healthy in all respects, but will 
not eat. Give two drachms of salad oil, or a teaspoonful of 
Epsom salts, and a teaspoonful of poultry^ ])ovvder. 

4. Cramp; — The duck is unabli* to walk, but otluuwise 
healthy. Keep it separate from other duc ks, in a c(X)l and 
shady place, feed proix^rly and keep dry and clean. Rub the 
legs with EllimaiTs embrocation, (iivc* a t(MS[)oonful of Epsom 
salts. 

5. Egg-bound : —Apply a little swec't oil with a feather to 
the oviduct. The oil should be applied so that it will go in. 
Give a couple of teaspoonfuls of Epsom salts in warm watcT. 
Il in the attempt to pa.ss the egg the oviduc t comes down, the 
duck should be killed. 

6. Roup: — Ducks sometimes get roup. The* only symp- 
tom visible is a little foam and inattc*r round the eyes, the eyes 
look as if they were dirty. The dis(*ase will attack ev^cTy bird 
in the pen if care be not taken. Young duck's are usually 
attacked. Bathe the eyes with permanganate of potash and 
alum water, and give the birds a teaspoonful of pcuiltry ]x>wder 
every day. Keep separate and feed on soft nourishing food. 

7. Staggers: — Young ducklings frequently suffer from 
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/giddiness and fall on their barks and are unable to get up. This 
is caused by sunstroke or being kept in a crowded and confined 
place. Pour cold water on the bird's head and keep in a cool 
qui(T place. Recovery rare. 

8. SwhrriNG up: — Young ducklings sometimes get air 
betwe(‘n th(‘ flesh and skin. This is caused by over-crowding 
and bad air. Take a sharp pen-knife and prick the skin and 
I^ress out the air. Ke(‘p the bird in a clean cool place. 

(). Weakness of the loins: —Young ducklings are very 
subj(‘( t to this disease. It is caused by bad feeding and want 
of excTcise; keep them s(‘parate from the other birds, and feed 
properly, and apj)Iy Elliman's embrocation. When young 
birds are frightened or driven about they often become injured 
and get sick in this way. 

10. ('rowdinc; : — (luard carefully against this. They 
need free ventilation. 



CHAPTER X 


KEEPING GEESE 

Wherever there is a large field or some waste land over 
which they can run, geese can be easily kept. Green grass 
forms the greater part of their food, and unless they have good 
grass lands they will never thrive. Water also is very iK'cessary 
to their well-being, and unless they have a tank or a large }Kind 
in which to swim, they will not be happy and their eggs will not 
prove fertile. 

They arc very hardy and very seldom become sick. If 
kept properly geese will live to a great age and be very prolific. 
A goose may live twent^^ years. If geese* had to be supplic'd 
with all the food they eat, they would not be near as profitable 
as ducks, but they pick up a large portion of their food when 
allowed to do so, and are quite profitable* to keep. 

There are several varieties of geese. Of all varietic's the 
best are the Toulouse, the Embden, and the African ge'cse. 
The China, or, more correctly speaking, the Indian goose*, is ne)t 
equal to either of the three varieties mentioned above. The 
Indian goose is a great wanderer and exceedingly noisy and a 
nuisance when kept close to a dwelling-house. The Embden 
and Toulouse are very much better in these respects. There is 
a variety of common English goose, it is very much smaller 
than eitlicr the Toulouse or Embden, and much like the common 
Indian goose in size. 

There arc also what are called the Canadian geese. They 
look something like the wild geese of India. Then, again, 
there are the Sebastopol and Gambian geese, these are more 
ornamental than useful varieties. 

All the varieties arc very hardy and can be easily reared 
with ordinary care. 

House and Yard : — The goose-house should be built in the 
same way as the duck-house described in Chapter II. The 
house should be at some distance from any dwelling-house as the 

C 
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noise the ^eese make is very unpleasant to people. Geese will 
not endure crowding together, their house must be airy and 
perfectly ventilated. A house at least I'Z feet by Q feet will do 
for only twelv(‘ geese. The floor should be as in the duck's 
house, pn){XTly littered with sand and straw. It does not 
inattfT if the house is at a little distance from the tank; geese 
will walk a long distance in sc^arch of water. 

A yard is unnecessary for geese. They will not thrive in 
(onfinement. If tlu.y are enclosed in a yard, the enclosure 
must be a very large one. Every four geese will need at least 
an acre of land. There should be a pond on the land. 

('lt‘anliness in the house and yard is an absolute necessity. 
(iees(* soil their lioiis(' and yard very much. The house and 
yard should be treated the same way as recommended for the 
diK'kdiouse. h'owls, ducks, or Turkeys must not be kept in the 
same house with geese. 



CHAPTER XI 

THE DIFFERENT BREEDS OF GEESE 


I. The Toulouse: — This goose is noted for its size and 
good table qualities. It grows to a great size, and a pair wilt 
weigh from forty to sixty-five pounds. It is also a very fair 
layer; an ordinary bird gives twenty-five or thirty eggs a year. 
The Toulouse does not mature veiy fast and is not easily 
fattened. It is of a nice grey colour, with orange legs and 
beak. It has short tegs and a very large deep body. The 
Toulouse is not very noisy and does not wander far from home. 



English geese are very rare in India. Good specimens of 
the Toulouse will fetch a pound each in England (prewar rates). 
Prize birds cost a great deal more. 

2. The Embden: — The Ernbden matures more rapidly 
and lays on flesh earlier than the Toulouse does. It grows to 
as great a size. A pair should weigh from forty to sixty pounds. 
Its plumage is pure white, its legs a dark orange and bill pinkish 
yellow. It has short legs and large deep body. The Embden 
is a very good layer; some birds have laid as many as eighty 
oggs in the year. 
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(iood breeding stock will fetch from 20 to 21 shillings each 
in Icngland (prewar rates). Prize birds will cost more. 



IC.MBDKN GaNDLK. 

I'm; AmxK'an (ioosK: llu* African g(X)sc is somewhat 
like the Indian ^oosi' in sliape and form, but is considerably 
larger, lM\in.i; a larger lit^acl with a large knob upon the bas( 
of Ihr bill. It ha> a dewlap likt* the Toulouse, but somewhat 
larger. It is grey in colour, with white on the neck and imder- 
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part of the body. It is very hardy and a prolific layer of large 
egg^. I heso birds are very rare in India, but I have seen some 
\er\' good specimens in the C alc'utta Zoological Gardens and a 
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few owned by some rich gentlemen. This bird is ver\^ popular 
in America and is largely bred there. 

These birds should be procured from some reliable breeder 
in America. In India they will do better than the Toulouse or 
Embden. 

4. The Indian Goose: — The Indian goose is, I Ix'lievo, 
the same bird they call '"Chinese Goose” in England. It is 
found in all colours and sizes, some arc grey, some white, and 
some grey and white. Their size varies according to the 
localities they are bred in. No sjxvial care has been taken to 
improve the breed, but wherever they have been properly fed 
and cared for they have grown to a large size. The Indian 



goose has longer legs, and a longer and thinner neck than (*ithcr 
the Toulouse or Embden, but it does not carry as much flesh. 
It lays from nine to twelve eggs before it desires to sit, an<l 
makes a very good sitter and mother. It is a great forager and 
wanders long distances in search of food and water. Indian 
geese arc very noisy. These birds are cheap in India. 



( HAPTER XII 

BREEDING AND REARING GEESH 


()\rv tlir and best formed birds, of good colour and 

frc r from df*fe< ts, should be selected for breeding. Good sized 
birds ( aiinot be bred from small sized slock. The larger a 
goose is the more in proportion it is worth, and it pays better 
to havr first (lass stock birds, even though they arc more 
exp(‘nsiv(- than inferior ones. Three geese should be allowed 
to eacli gaiuUr. Tn-breeding must be avoided. New blood 
should be imported every second year. 

(i('(N(‘ begin to lay in October and November, and, if pro- 
perly managed, will kee]) on laying until April and May. 

It is best to allow' the goose to sit on her own eggs. When 
the heavier breeds an’ kejH, it will be wcdl to keep a few’ 
(’ommon Indian geese* to hatch and rear goslings. Some people 
set goose-eggs under hens; large Langshan and Brahma hens 
may be used for this purpose, l)ut I prefer the goose or an 
incubator tor hat( lung, and then allow* the goose to have the 
goslings. 

1'he sitting goc^^o must be looked after and fed regularly. 
It takis thiriN' days for the eggs to hatch, and if not w^itched 
tlu* goos(* will not lt‘a\(' luu* lU'st during this time. If she is not 
talv('n ()|f her nest and givcai food and water she will die of 
staiwation. .\ dish of water and a dish of food must be placed 
U'tore the silting gc^ose every day at 8 or q o’clock. If she does 
not leav(^ her nest she must be gently lifted up and placed near 
her iood. .After she has eaten she should be allowed to go out 
on th(‘ grass, tind to the t.mk or pond. She maj^ sta}^ aweiy 20 
minutes or 'o and will then return to her nest. This wall do 
both the goose and the eggs good, the goose needs the change 
and I'xercise, aral the eggs need the fresh air and cooling. The 
iK'st should be made on the ground in a corner, in the same way 
as recommended for nests for ducks. Only as manv eggs as a 
goi.)se can properly cover should be given to her; some will take 
only nine eggs and some twelve. It is better to give too few 
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than too many. The eggs, if all be right, will begin to chip on 
the 2gth day and food and water must be brought to her nest. 
The hand should be put under her occasionally and all the shells 
of the hatched eggs gently removed. Care should be taken not 
to allow the young ones to remain on the ground during the 
night, for rats will take them away if they get a chance. 

The goslings should be allowed to remain (piietly under 
their mother for 24 hours after they have hatched before food 
is given to them, when the following food soould be given, — 
Oat-meal, whole wheat Hour, ground rice and tender doob grass 
chopped up, in equal parts mixed with milk, and a little ground 
turmeric added. This food should be given in small quantities 
about six times a day. Goslings should be fed in the same way 
as young ducklings. A shallow pan with water should be 
placed near the birds, so that they may drink and wash their 
beaks, but not get into it. From the fii*st day thc‘y should be 
placed out on the soft doob grass under a small covered run. 
They should be prot(‘cted from the sun and rain. Goslings arc 
as susceptible to the sun, wet, and damp as ducklings are, and 
every care should be taken to protect them. 

As the birds grow larger they need larg('r quantities of food. 
They will thrive on the same quality of food as that given to 
ducklings, pnqxircd in the same way, but they need a greater 
quantity of green food. They need a great deal of exercise and 
should b(' allowed out witli their mother three or four times a 
day until a month old. When they are a month old they may 
be allowed out on the grass with the mother for the greater 
part of the day, and when betwecni two and threii months old 
they should be allowed perfect liberty, and fed only four times 
a day. If properly fed the goslings will be ready for the table 
when six months old. 



CHAPTER XIII 

FOOD FOR STOCK GEESE, AND THEIR MANAGEMENT 

1m)01): Stork ^rrsr should be libonilly and regularly fed 
hut nev(‘r allowed to grow lat. The best food I have found for 
tluMii is wheat-bran, ground barley, and paddy with plenty of 
rliopjK'd r(‘fus(‘ v(‘geial)U‘s. Tlu* bird should be fed regularly 
twi(a‘ a day, morning and evening, and they should be turned 
out on grass lands (‘veryday from morning until evening. 
Tlien' should b(' plenty of pure water for them to drink. There 
should b(‘ some ni( c shady trees on the kind on which geese are 
allow(‘d to run. 

Lavin(;: The goose-house should be provided with a lot 
of cl(‘au straw for the birds to lay on. Geese generally lay in 
th(‘ morning between <S and lo o’l loek. If the door of the house 
is left opiui, thi‘ gees(' will go in and lay their eggs there. The 
eggs should bi' gathered everyday and kept in a clean, cool 
p!a('('. 

('hoss-briiCDS : Tlu^ only cross that should be made is to 
improvi' the ('ommon Indian geese by crossing with a pure bred 
iMubden, or loulouse gander, and then mating the geese of this 
c ross with pure' brc'd ganders. 

Disk.ask : (ica'sc' art' hardy and subject to very few ail- 
ments. Ihey sullc'r in the' same way as duc ks do, and the 
same rc*mc‘dies mav be used. 



CHAPTER XIV 

TURKEYS 


In India there are thre(‘ varieties of turkeys. They are not 
natives of India, but have been iin{X)rted, and are now bred 
very largely hy Indians for the market during C'hristmas week. 
Besides the three varieties found in India then' are a few others, 
veiy large handsome birds, but very st'ldom sei^i here. 



Thk Bronzk TrRKKv. 


Breed in turkeys is altog(*th(*r a minor point; from a com- 
mercial point of view the great thing that is wanted is size, and 
in purchasing stock it is absolutely necessary to get the larg(.*st 
birds if success is hoped for. 

The turkeys ordinarily seen in India are the American or 
bronze, the Norfolks or black, and the ('ambridge or grey. 
The bronze are the largest; the blacks fatten the quickest; and 
the grej's are medium-sized, but somewhat delicate. There are 
very few pure bred birds to be found in India. The blacks 
and greys are usually crossed with the bronze; the progeny of 
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th( sf < ro^sfs arc some bronze, some grey, and some black. It 
wonl.'l he a groat advantege it tlie lireeds were kept pure and 
bred for the highest results. 

Ttie Wliite Holland turkey is a very beautiful bird. In 
AiiHriea they have also what they call the buff turkey, and the 
bine turkey, and turkeys of other eolours. 



fin C'AMMKH ...I C.KIV rt'KKtV 


The |>ro]H'r wt-ii^lu for a 

( (H’k Iroiu 
Iltn from 
('(H'kta'rl from 
from 


turk(‘y is: — 

2() lbs. to 40 lbs. 

14 lbs. to t 8 lbs. 

T() lbs. to 24 lbs. 

10 lbs. to 14 lbs. 


1 ho br(ai/.r turkry is the lar|.^est, the greys are nearly as 
larg(\ the whites al>o .ire good-sized birds, the blacks are not so 
l.irge. As I hiive said before, turkeys are not bred pure in 
India, the one thing desirable is size and weight. The grey and 
black may well be crossed with the large bronze turkey, but 
nothing i< gained by crossing the pure white ones. The White 
Holland turkty is a large and handsome bird and to cross it is 
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only to destroy its beauty. The turkey reaches maturity when 
three years old, and grows to a gieat size when properly cared 
for. Some birds of the bronze breed ha\’e weighed fifty and 
sixty pounds when full grown; however, thirty-five pounds is 
considered' a good weight. Most of the turkeys you see in India 
are ill-bred stunted ones, as the Indians have no proper method 
of breeding and rearing them. To them a turkey is a turkey, 
be it large or small, and they try to get as much as they can 
for it, but arc not dissatisfied if tliey get a small price for the 
bird. The price of turkeys depends upon the sc'ason of the 
year. In December good fattened birds will fetch as much as 
sixteen rupees for a cock, and six to eight rupees for a hen. 
During the hot weather and rains you can buy ordinary .speci- 
mens for five to eight rupees a pair, and good breeding stock 
for twenty rupees a pair. (Pre-war pri('es). 



Food; — Adult turkeys need food twice a day. In the 
morning they should be given wheat-bran, ground paddy, and 
finely chopped boiled vegetables; in the evening they should 
have rice meal, ground barley or wheat, and chopped boiled 
vegetables. They should be allowed perfect liberty all through 
the day. They will pick up a large quantity of their food in 
the fields and orchard. There should be a constant supply of 
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pure drinkin /4 watr^ for them. The water and food dishes must 
be kept pertectly clean. 

House: Turkeys (annot be kept profitably in confine- 
ment. They are very restless, nervous birds and are happy 
only when .it j^crferi liberty. If allowed to do so they will roost 
on l.nr^<(? trees at ni^^ht. but it is best to confine them in a suitable 
house* where they will be s(‘cur(‘ from thieves and wild animals. 
A lar; 4 (; en(4f)sed with wire netting, with wide perches 

eight(‘en inelu s to six fe(‘t from the ground, will provide all the 
protei tion ne( (*ssary for adult birds. In the cold weather they 
should be ja-oteeted from the ( old north breeze, and during the 
hot months from the hot west winds. This can be done hy 
putting up a m.d wall outside the wire matting on the north and 
west, rile lloor of the house must be well raised and perfectly 
dry, and well littered with el(*an straw or ashes. If allowed to 
roost on th(* damp ground the birds will become ill. If the 
door of till* house is kept open in the daytime the birds will 
conu’ home during th(* hot i)art of the d.ay and rest in the cool 
sliade. 'rii(‘ door ot the hous<' should face south. A house 
built on the s.tmi* plan .as the duck-house will do very well. 
One thing should always be borne in mind, viz., that no other 
|)oultrv sliould be allowed to remain in the turkey’s house. If 
lowls or ducks are ki'pt in thi^ same house they will all beconu* 
ill and many will dit*. Turkeys are very fond of wandering 
about hedges and gardens and fields, they greedily devour all 
the insects, sn.iils, slugs, etc., they can find, and for this reason 
they are \a‘ry xaluable in a gardi*n. Though a yard or run is 
not uecissary tor turkeys, still care should be taken to provide 
ampK* shadi on tile ground on which they are allowed to run. 
I liere should lu* a large number of trees and shrubs under 
whi( h thi'y can teed v»r rosl during hot days. 

Hkee 1)IN(;: (>nly large, well-formed, healthy and vigorous 
birds must be seli'id^ d for lueeding. It is best to select the male 
and tern. lie ot^ the same roiour. Turkeys do not mature fast, 
e. c(>ck i'' ni)t lit to bribed from until he is three years old, and a 
lien until slu' is two years i4d. If allowixl to do so they will 
begin breeding before they are a year old, but it is very advis- 
able to keep till' cocki n*ls and pullets separate until the pullets 
aie at lea>i twelvi- months old and the cockerels two vears old. 
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They may then be mated and the eggs of the first year used for 
household purposes. The second j^ear the eggs may be set,, 
and good strong chickens produced. The question of relation- 
ship is of greater importance in regard to turkeys than it is to 
fowls. If close relations arc bred from, the progeny will be 
weak and difficult to rear. Either the coi'ks or the hens in the 
yard should be changed every year or two. If a three-year old 
cock and four to six two-3Tar old hens an^ mated together, they 
may be bred from for three or four years, but if this is done all 
the young ones from these birds will be ( loselv relatc‘d and unfit 
to breed together. If two lots are ke])t, tluai the X’oung cocks 
of one lot can be mated with the young hens ol the other lot, 
and in this wav the breeding stock can be kc'pt in full vigour. 
But it will need two houses and two separate fu'lds or runs for 
the two Jots of turkeys, and this is not ('onveiiitait for every- 
body to do. The easiest plan is to changi‘ tlu' cock bird or the 
hens everj^ second year] by doing this the young birds of one 
lot will be fit to mate with the x^oung birds of the nc'xt lot, as the 
relationship will be so distant as not to cause any ill eff(‘cts. 
The .selection of the breeding stock is of the greate st importance^ 
as your success or failure will greatly depend u])()n it. The 
surt‘st xvax^ of axoiding c loser relationship is to purc hase the cock 
from one person, and the hens from another in a dilferc'nt i)art 
of the counliy^; or if you bu}" txvo lots, mate the c ock of one lot 
xvith the hens of the* other and vice versa. 

It is difficult to say hoxv many^ hens should be allowed to 
one cock bird. I believe that not more than six hens should be 
allowed to one cock. I have bred only^ two hens xvith one cock 
and procured veiy^^ fine chickens. More than six hens xvill not 
prox’e satisfactory. 

Some turkeys are veiy j)Ugnacious and vindictive*, and often 
ill-treat the hens; they xvill attack children and even groxvn-ui> 
people, and xvill light to the death with another cock turkey or 
game cock. It is almost impossible to keep turkeys xvith other 
foxvls; they xvill do the others and themselves irreparable injury. 
Turkeys for breeding jnirposes should be kei)t by themselves in 
another part of the compound, some distance from the rest of 
the poultry. 

Re-xring: — The turkeys hen loves to steal her nest and lay 
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in a i)lar(>. About the middle of March, generallv 

six‘aking, the female comimmces laying; she indicates tlii^ 
coming event by a peculiar cry, by strutting about with an air 
of self-satisfaction, and often by prying into out-of-the-way 
j>la(:(‘s, evidcaitly in (picst of a secret spot for incubation; for 
her iiistiiK'tive dread of the male is not removed by domestica- 
tion, nor has the male lost that antipathy to the eggs, which is 
his ( hara( terislic in a stale of nature. She should now be 
cl<)s<‘ly wah'lujd and some management is required to indiK t 
her to la\- in the nest assigned to her. The nest should be 
preparerl ot grass and dried leaves; it should be secluded; and 
to enti( (‘ her to adoj)t it, an egg, or a |>iece of chalk cut into th(‘ 
torm of an egg, should be placed in it. When her uneasines> 
to lay is evident, and symptoms prove that she is ready, she 
.should be c'onlined in tlie shed or place in which her nest is 
pre|)ared, and l(‘l out as soon as the egg is laid. It is generally 
in the morning that the turkey hen lays, and mostly c\cry other 
day, though sonu.' lay daily, until the number of eggs amounts 
to from fitteen to twcaity. As the eggs are laid, it is as well to 
nanovi' iliem (leaving a decoy egg or piece of chalk) until the 
numlx'r is ('ompU'te; as they an^ liable' to ])o broken or to b<' 
su(‘k(‘d by rats. They may then hv restored to her for incuoa- 
tion. 'lh(' turkey h('n is a steady sitter, and in this respect 
n’st'iiibles the wild bird; nothing will induce her to leave the 
iK’st; ifulied, she otten n*quires to be la'inoved to her food, so 
oveipowering is her instinctive affection. She must be freely 
supplied witli lood and water within her reach; should she lay 
any eggs aftt'i* she has commenced incubation, these should be 
lemoved; it -s proper therefore to mark those which were given 
to her to sit iijKin. The hen should on no account be rashly 
disturbed ; no luie except the person to whom she is accustomed, 
and from whom she receives her food, should be allowed to go 
near hvi, and the t'ggs, unless circumstances imperatively 
require it, should nut be meddled with. Turkey-eggs can be set 
under heiF*. A good plan is to give the first dozen eggs to a 
couple of ht‘n>, .nui allow the turkey to sit on the last lot of eggs 
and when the chii ks hatch give them all to the turkey, she will 
take them all and c are for them well. 

lurkey chicks arc very delicate and are unable to endure 
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wet, so great care must be taken to place the nest in a jx^rfectly 
dr\^ cool place. 

The eggs will begin to chip on the 27th day and by the 28th 
day the chicks will leave the eggs. As in the case of young 
fowls, the turkey chicks do not require food for twenty-four 
hours after they are hatched. The turki^y mother should be 
fed on wheat-bran and boiled rice and given some water; when 
she has eaten, put her back on the nest, and place the chicks 
under her. Allow the chicks to remain quiiH for about twenty- 
four hours and then put the turkey and her chicks in a largtj 
box or a run, 6 ft. x 3 ft., with a wooden bottom and place 
some food for the chicks before them. 

The first food given to turkey chic ks should be eggs boiled 
hard and fiiu'ly minced (white and yolk), with some whole 
wheat Hour sprinkled over it, and some lettiKc chopped very 
small. This should be given for the lirst day or two, and then 
the following should be given, — ground rice, c'oarsc' ground 
oatmeal, whole wheat Hour mixed with milk, hard boik‘d eggs, 
chopped onions and lettuce, white ants, curds, boiled rice, and, 
after the first week, some finely minced meat. The chicks 
should be fed every two hours for the iirst week and only a littU.^ 
given at a time; after the lirst week they should be fed every 
three hours. The secret of feeding is to give a little and often. 
If the chicks are allowed to eat too much at a time or remain 
without food for more than 2 or 3 hours they are sure to become 
ill. It is necessaiy" to vary the food a great deal. h"or the lirst 
meal early in the morning, give hard boiled eggs finely chopped, 
with some whole wheat flour and ground black pepjier sprinkled 
over it; for the second meal, give finely chopped lettuce and 
onion tops; for the third meal, give broken dry rice and oat- 
meal; for the fourth meal, give whole wheat Hour mixed with 
milk and seasoned with a little papiyei] for the fifth meal, give 
white ants; for the sixth meal, give some boiled rice and 
chopped lettuce; and for the last meal at night, give some finely 
minced meat and onions. Give only as much at each meal as 
the birds will eat up at once, and always keep the food and 
water vessels clean. No food should remain on the ground. 
Lettuce, onions and white ants or minced meat are very 
necessary” for young turkeys. From the second day place the 
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mother and chicks out on the soft doob grass under a large 
(ovfTcd run, 6 ft. ^ ft. Great care must be taken to see that 
tlie ground is perfectly dry and the weather is fine and warm. 
During line weather the chicks may be put out on the grass for 
three hours every morning and evening, but they must be 
j>rote('ted from the heat of the midday sun. Young turkeys 
must never be allowed to get wet; should a shower threaten 
lluy must immediately be put under shelter. On the third day, 
water should 1)(‘ givt'U in very shallow small vessels, so as to 
guard against the danger of the chicks getting wet, and should 
be renf'wed three or four times a day. 

h'or th(‘ first two weeks the chicks should be kept under 
tlu^ wire-netting run out on clean soft grass. The run should 
\h: r(Mno\’ed twice a day to new ground. After the 14th day 
[hi) ( hic ks may be allow(*d to run out with their mother for a 
short tim(‘ botli morning and evening; the time may be 
gradually lengtlK'iu'd, until when four weeks or so old they will 
hav(5 jH'rfect libcniy to run over the fields with their mother, but 
must be kept under a covtued run during the hottest part of tiic 
day and when it is wet. 

A (luantity of old mortar pounded and some coarse sand 
sliould b(* placed in th<' run for the chicks. Finely sifted flint 
grit should Ik; mix(‘d with the mortar and sand. Douglas' 
mixture should be added to the drinking water. 

rurkc'v chic ks lu'cd plenty of fresh air and proper ventila- 
tion. If kept confined in a close place they will be sure to 
become ill. 

The mother and chicks must be kept free from lice and the 
lK)xes and runs cleaned with kerosene oil and coal-tar. 

After the c hicks arc' six months old they should be fed only 
thrc'e time's a day, and allowed to run with tlie adult birds and 
stay in their house. 

With such tn'atment the young turkeys will rapidly grow' 
into fine large lu'althy birds. 

Disfasks:- lurkeys are very hardy when full grown, and 
\a't the\" are subject to many of the diseases to w’hich fowls are 
subject, and they need the same treatment. See Poidiry-keep- 
mg in luciia. 
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Fattening: — Turkeys for the table should be separated 
about six weeks before the time they are wanted. They should 
be kept in a light, dry, and large room; some straw or clean 
ashes should be put on the floor, and plentj^ of sand, lime, 
ashes and brick-dust placed in the corners of the room. The 
lards should be fed four times a day on as much food as they 
will eat. Give them clean water to drink. The best food for 
fattening turkeys is Indian corn meal, barley meal, rice meal 
and wheat-bran in equal parts, mixed together with hot water, 
and finely chopped boiled potatoes, carrots, turnips, cabbage, 
etc., added, also some black pepper and a little salt mixed with 
the rest. Give the birds as much food as they will eat and then 
remove the food dish. Give water four times a day. Sepanite 
the cocks and hens in the fattening coops. 

Only young and healthy birds should be selectcxl for 
fattening. Birds about 12 to 18 months old are the best. 

Blackhead is a serious disease affecting turkeys, and gains 
its name from the fact that the head of the affec ted bird assumes 
a dark blue appearance. It is a very infectious disc'asc', caused 
by a small parasite that enters the digestive tract, lodging 
principally in the intestines and liver. These parasites pass 
out with the droppings, become disseminated through the soil, 
and are picked up in the food or water and rapidly infec t the 
whole flock. The first symptom noticed is diarrheea. The 
infected bird becomes listless, inactive, and gradually drifts into 
a stupor. The head becomes dark blue in colour, and the 
victim soon succumbs. Others become infected, show the 
same symptoms, respond to no treatment, and another disgusted 
turkey-raiser goes out of business. Prevention is the only 
treatment. Attempts to breed immune strains have so far 
failed. Remembering the fact that the parasites may live in 
the digestive tract of adult birds for some time, it is well to 
exercise care when introducing new blood amongst one's flock. 
When the disease starts, only the most energetic measures are 
likely to be of any avail. Disinfect houses, yards, or runs, with 
a 10 per cent, solution of formalin, phenyle or carbolic acid. 
As turkeys are usually given a large run, this makes the problem 
of disinfection a somewhat difficult one. Isolate the sick birds 
from the well. Medicinal remedies, such as a tcaspoonful of 

D 
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Jilpsom salts or one-third teaspoonful of potassium perman- 
j^anate may be added to the drinking water. One-half grain of 
salol may be given in the moist food. Burn all carcases ot 
birds that die from this disease. It will prov^e a good policy to 
abandon turkey-raising for some years on ground where the 
disease has made its appearance. 

Lice: Lire are death to turkeys, especially to turkey 
poults. Dust the young poults once a week with Keating’s 
Insect Powder. Rub it in well, esjtecially on the top of the 
head. Most turkey [toiilts are cither fed to death, or die from 
lice. Olive oil on the head is also good. 

"Slioolin;^ the red ." — Be especially watchful of the poults 
when at about six weeks ol age, they “shoot the red,’’ that is 
begin to grow th(' j rotuberancc's on the head and neck. Mi.\ 
one tal)lesp<)onful ol red pepper and two tablesixwnfuls of wheat 
ata with water and make into six pills -bake hard. Give one 
pill three times a day. Follow with a teaspoonful of castor oil 
lor a young poult. 



CHAPTER XV 

GUINEA-FOWLS 

The common Guinea-fowl is a native of Africa, whore it 
appears to be extensively distributed. It frequents the open 
glades and borders of forests, the banks of rivers and other 
localities where grain, seeds, berries, insects, etc., offer an 
abundant supply of food. It is gregarious in its habits, asso- 
ciating in considerable flocks, which wander about during the 
day, and collect together on the approach of evening. They 
roost in clusters on the branches of trees or large bushes, ever 
and anon uttering their harsh grating cry, till they settle fairly 
for the night. The Guinea-fowl does not trust much to its wings 
as a means of escap)e from danger: indeed, it is not without 
some difficulty that these birds can be forced to take to flight; 
when they do so they wing their way only for a short distance, 
and then alight, trusting for escape to their swiftness of foot*. 
I'hey run with very great celerity, are shy and waiy, and seek 
refuge amongst the dense underwood, threading the mazes of 
their covert with wonderful swiftness. 

The Guinea-fowl is a good layer of nice, rich eggs. They 
lay a larger number than ordinary fowls do. The flesh of the 
Guinea-fowl is very good eating, and is considered a very good 
substitute for game. The Guinea-fowl is of a wild, shy, 
rambling disposition and is very impatient of restraint. It 
loves to wander in the jungles, gardens, and fields, hence these 
birds require careful watching, for the hens w^ill lay in secret 
places, and wall sometimes absent themselves entirely from the 
farm-yard until they return with a young brood around them. 
So ingeniously wall they conceal themselves and their nest, so 
cautiously leave it and return to it, as to elude the s(iarching 
glance of boys well used to bird nesting; but it may always be 
found from the watchful presence of the cock while the hen is 
laying. The best plan is to contrive that the hens shall lay in a 
quiet secluded place, and to give the eggs to a common hen 
ready to receive them, who wall perform the duties of incuba- 
tion with steadiness. The young must receive the same treat- 
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merit as those of the turkey, and equal care. In a short tine ■ 
they begin to search for insects and their larva;; and with a 
little addition to such fare as this and what vegetable mattei 
they [lick uji. will keep themselves in good game condition, 
without ( ramming or over-feeding. 



< it’ INI V-I 'OWI,. 


Thougli tlu \' art* very profitable birds, as they are ( apabk 
of almost, (‘iitirely proeuring their own living, they are rejecled 
by many on acc ount both of their wandering habits which give 
trouble, and their disagrec'able voice resembling the noise of a 
wheel turning on an ungreased axle-tree. The males, when 
jMignai'ious, are capable of inflicting considerable injury on 
otht r jioultry with their stout hard beaks. They should not be* 
ke[)t in the yard with other poultry^ for they will make the lives 
of tlie fowls uiu'ndurable. 

Like tli«‘ir wild ]>rogenitors , domestic Guinea-fowls prefer 
roosting in tiie ojien air to i-ntering a fowl-house; they generally 
('hoos(; tlu‘ lower boughs of a tian*, or the branches of large thick 
bushes, and there congregate together in close array; before 
going to roost tluy utter freqiumt calls to each other, and when 
one mounts the others follow in regular order; they retire' 
early, before the common fowl or the pea-fowl. 

(luinea-fowls art' very valuable in a garden or orchard as 
they will keep the place free from snails, slugs, caterpillars, 
bugs and other inst'cts that destroy fruit and fldwers. They 
will also keep the place clear of frogs and snakes and suchlike 
injurious u})tiles. 
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The Guinea-fowl is not so large a bird as it appears, its 
loose full plumage making it seem larger than it really is — when 
plucked it does not weigh more than a common fowl. The 
male and female very much resemble each other; the male, 
however, has the casque higher, and the wattles are of a 
bluish red; the wattles in the female are smaller and red. 

The common variety has a horn, red wattles, white under 
eye, and white ear-lobe, neck-hackle a brownish grt\v. The 
body grey, stx^ckled all over with whiti' s|X)ts, the gn'y running 
to purplish black in places. Legs dark or slate, ('arriage of 
stem verj7 low; tlie profile of bark and tail ap])eai‘ing almost 
like a segment of a circle. In some cases th(' colour is revers(‘(l, 
and is greyish white, speckled purplish. 

Then' is a breed of pure white Guimni-fow'ls. I'iie white 
i)irds are V(‘ry i)retty. There are also ])ied and bkn k one's. I 
have also seen some of a deep blue colour. 

Selection of Breeding Stock: --The male and h'lnales 
should be as large as {xissible. Size is of chief consid^Tation. 
The cock and hens should be of the same colour, vigorous and 
not under a year old. There should be two hens for eac h cock, 
and the cocks and hens should not be related. TIu' pric es of 
(ruinea-fow’ls range from two to five rupees the pair, and tlieir 
eggs for hatc'hing from oru' rupee' and eiglit annas a dozen. 

House: — A large shed securely enclosed wath strong half- 
inch or inch wire-nc'tting is tlu' most suitable houses one* could 
prenide for these birds Then* should be a number of high 
perches in the shed and the flexir should be covered w'ith sand or 
ashes. The* house should face thci south. It wall be found that 
they w'ill prefer to roost on the branches of large tic'c's. Adult 
birds should be allowed to do so, it will not do ihc.-in any 
harm, but on tlie contrary a great deal of good, as thc'V an* very 
hardy and will not be injured by exposurci. It is very differciiit 
with the vchicks. They are extremely delic-ite and need a great 
deal of rare and protection. They should not be allowed to 
roost on trees until tliev are full growm, or at least six months 
old. 

Food: — Guinea-fowls wall pick up nearly all their food if 
allowed p>erfect liberty. All the additional food they nxpiire is 
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sonic whole ^rnin, such ns wheat or paddy in the mornin;., 
and evening, as they are not large feeders. If a small 
<juanlity of grain is scattered on the ground under a tree ii 
will do. A ^'(‘ssel with clean water should be put in sonit 
j)la((* when* they can easily get to it. They will pick \\p 
all the animal food, greem food and grit they need from the 
garde n and fic'lds. 

SuHi) : - It is impo.ssible to keep Guinea-fowls in confine- 
ment. The y will fly over the highest fence, unless the yard b(‘ 
( overed over with win^-netting. They become very restless and 
unhappy unde r restraint. It is best not to try to confine even 
the young ones. 

I^F.AKING The hen will lay from 30 to 40 eggs before she 
b(“coines broody. She will ver^^ seldom lay in a house, but will 
(hoosc some bush, tall grass, or jungle in which to make her 
iu‘st. Here she will lay all her eggs if undisturbed. If she is 
disturbed she^ will forsake her nest and make another in some 
se( hided spot. 

With the exception of the nest egg, the eggs should be taken 
away daily; for if they are allowed to accumulate and are \hvn 
r(Mnov(Hl the iK'st will be desiTted. The birds should never sec 
the eggs being r(‘mo\’('d, it should be done when they are not 
nc'ar the plac(\ Mor<‘ than one hen will lay in the same nest, 
(hiinea fowls’ I'ggs should be placed under common hens, two 
or more hens should be set at one time. The common fowl 
makes a good mother for the (iuinea-chicks and as soon as th(' 
young (hiinea-lowls have got their feathers, the adult birds will 
come and takt' posst'ssion of them, and the young ones will go 
with them and wander about the garden and orchard. The 
young birds should be placed in a separate house or large coop 
during the night. The mother hen should be allowed to stay 
with the chicks as long as she desires to, the chicks will need th(^ 
shelter of her wings at night. 

It takes twenty-six to twenty-eight days for the eggs to 
hatch. If two or thrte hens are set together, the first ten chicks 
hatched should be given to one hen, and the remaining eggs 
given to the other hens; they will bring up these last chicks, 
(iuinea-fowl chickens are wry delicate little birds and need 
great care: they cannot endure the least damp or wet, nor can 
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they stand much of the sun or east wind. For the first twelve 
or sixteen hours the birds should be allowed to remain un- 
disturbed under the hen, after that remove the hen and chicks 
to a large dry box or coop with a wooden l)ottom, place some 
coarse sand, brickdust and grit in the box. An egg should be 
boiled hard, and when cool, minced up vc'ry fine, a little black 
pepper and whole wheat flour being sprinkled over it. It should 
thiCn be scattered over the sand and gravel in the box. I'lu? hen 
will call to the chicks and they will come out and eat what they 
want. The hen should be fed separately and given plenty of 
grain and water, 'fhe one thing to be always borne' in mind 
is that (luinea-fowl chicks must be fed every hour and given 
only a little at a time. If this matter is ne'glected even for a 
few hours the chickens will be ruined. The best food for 
Ciuinea-chicks is hard boilc'd eggs, finely choj)ped h'ttuce and 
onions, white ants, minced boiled meat, and ground rice' and 
wheat. For the first week they should have eggs, white ants, 
ground rice and lettuce. During the second week, white* ants, 
lettuce, onions, rice and wheat. After the sc'cond wet'k, white 
ants, lettuce, onions, rice, wheat and minced meat. TIk* chicks 
will not thrive unless they have white ants and k'ttiua^ from the 
beginning. Water should be given after the third day, and 
then four times a day. During dry days the chicks should be 
placed out under a coop on the soft df^oh grass. They should 
be allowed to remain out as long as possible, but can? should 
be taken that they are protected from the sun, rain and strong 
winds. The coops should b(' removed to new ground (jveryday. 
When the chicks are a week old they should l)e allowed to run 
out with their mother, and should be confined as little as 
possible. The greatest precaution should be taken io prevent 
their getting in tin* hast w’(‘t. I have seen whole broods of 
chicks destroyed from a single wetting. 

The egg diet should be discontinued after tin; first week, 
but the lettuce, onions, meat, wheat and rice should be conti- 
nued until the* birds are at least three months old, when they 
will be large and strong enough to fly with the adult birds and 
forage for themselves. From three to six months old they 
should be fed only three times a day on wheat, paddy and 
other grains. 
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Disease : — Guinea-fowls an^ very hardy and seldom 
become ill, but wIkti ihity do there is very' little chance of doin^ 
anythini( lor them. The only thing to do with a sick bird is to 
kill it. Tiny are too wild and timid to catch, and the very 
effort to catch them will injure the birds. All sick birds should 
be rerr.ox'cd from th(‘ Hock as soon as possible. 



CHAPTER XVI 

PIGEONS 


I have no intention of writing a trontiso on fani y pigeons. 
Those who want to keep them for fancy purposes cannot do 
better than procure J. C. Lyelbs book on the subject. My 
purpose is to treat of pigeons for the table. Thi\v are very 
easily kept and most profitable birds. 

Pigeons when properly k(‘pt art' very profitable, as they 
find nearly all their food, and raise from six to ten pairs 
of young ones during the year. 

There are many varieties of fancy birds and a numixa* of 
common ones, but the best for tabh' purposes an^ th(^ Homer, 
the Dragoon, the Lucknow or Lahore gola, and the common 
clean-legged Sharajji. Some people k(‘ep the common small 
gola or wild pigeon, l)ut they are small un[>rofitabl(' birds. The 
breeds I have mentioned are large plump l)irds, quite tanu^ and 
easily kept. 

The common Homer and Dragoon an' tailed Bagdads in 
C'alcutta. They arc large birds and are found in all colours: 
some are black, some blue, .some i)i(*d and some whit(\ The 
}:)eople in India are not very careful about breeding for colour. 

The Lucknow and Lahore golas are of different shades of 
blue. They arc large handsome birds, carry a lot of flesh, and 
have no feathers on the feet. These birds are the best I have 
found, as they are vciy hardy and breed fast. 

The clean-legged Sharajji is larger than either the Bagdad 
or Lahore gola, but is not so prolific, (iood large birds of this 
breed can be had in Lucknow, and other large cities. 

For breeding purposes, only the largest birds should be 
selected. I would advise the reader to keep only one brecxl and 
to select the best of the lot for breeding and u.se the small and 
otherwise defective birds for the table. If only one breed is 
kept, there will be enough squabs for the table and also some 
pure bred birds to sell for breeding stock. If there is no intea- 
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lion I0 sell birds, then the three varieties mentioned may be kept 
lof^< ther ;ind allowed to inter-breed. The cross bred birds will 
be large and hardy and very' good for the table. 



Homf.r Pigeon. 

Thk Th(‘ building of a pigeon house is an 

iin|)ortant eonsidcTation. I would not advise lofts or boxes for 
j>igcons, for if tlu'v are c rowded together they will not thrive. 
They nec'd a propculy ventilated and roomy house where they 
will not b(’ disturbed by c'ats, crows and hawks. Build a house 
twent\' fcHt long and ten fc'et wide, running north and south; 
side-walls nine feet high, the centre supported by posts; an 
oi>ening on the north, () ft. by 4 ft., enclosed with half-inch 
mesh \N ire-netting; a door on the south, 6 ft. by 4 ft., made 
with a wooden frame and half-inch wire-netting; roof made of 
bamboos and thatch. While the walls are being built, place 
large ('arthe n f^Juv'ras (native water vessels) with large mouths 
(the opening in the i^harnt should be ten inches in diameter) in 
the walls. V}\v oharras should be placed on their sides a foot 
apart in a renv with their necks on a level with the wall, then 
tlu' soft clay put between the gharras until they are firmly fixed 
into the w.dl. Six inclits of clay are placed on the wall over 
the and then another row of gharras is placed on this 

in the same way as the lower row. In this way there are four 
rows of gharras on each side of the wall. These make beautiful 
nests lor the pigeons and have the special advantage of being 
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easily cleaned. Long bamboos are placed in front of each row 
of gharras, a foot and a half from the wall: the two ends art' 
built into the walls at the sides. Such a house can accommodate 
30 to 60 pairs, allowing two nests for each ixiir of breeders. 
The birds multiply quickly, and soon there will be ]>l('nty to eat 
or to sell. 

A thick layer of sand should be spre ad on the tloor of the 
house, and a large quantity of pounded mortar placed in the 
corners. The floor of the house should be at h ast a foot and a 
half from the ground. 

There should be a small trap-door attaclp'd to the up})er 
part of the large door, by which the pigions ( an come in and 
go out of the house at pleasure. This trap-door should Ix' ojx'ii 
all day, but shut at night. 

The food and water vessels should be placed outside of the 
house in a clean shady place, and the tloor of th(‘ house should 
be swept regularly and kept ck'an. Thv lusts should be 
cleaned out frequently and if there be an\’ \(‘rmin in them a 
strong solution of phenyle, or some kerosene* oil and ph(*nyle 
should be freely applied. 

Some clean dry hay or grass cut into j)ie( c s a foot in length 
should be placed near the house to enable the ])igeons to make 
their own nests. 

The walls of the house and the ntsts should Ix' thoroughly 
whitewashed regularly. 

Vermin should never be allowed to int(>t the })igeon house. 

Food: — The feeding of pigeons is a very easy and simple 
matter. They should be fed twice a day. 1 he best food is the 
small green pigeon-pea found in the l)azar; it is ('h(‘ap and the 
birds are veiy fond of it, and the young ones thriv(‘ well on it. 
Peas, wheat, small gram and mustard seed an* the best grains 
for pigeons. Paddy, oats, and barlc}* are objectionable, 
because they frequently injure the crop of young birds, and 
cause much harm. The grain may be* scattered on the clean 
ground or placed in wooden troughs. 

Vessels filled with clean water should be kept ne ar the house 
so that the birds may drink whenever they desire to do so. A 
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small quantity of Doiif^las’ Mixture should be put in the drink- 
ing water. 

Pigf‘ons an; very fond of salt, and this should be regularly 
supi)li(‘d as it is very nec essary for their health. The best way 
to giv<‘ it is t(; lake two seers of salt, one seer of flower of 
sulphur, on<‘ secT of ciuirkliino and four seers of clean sifted 
clay, mix the* whede up with sufficient water to make a stift 
paste*. The* mixture must be thoroughly kneaded for about an 
hour, and made into largo balls and placed on bric'ks in the' 
house*. The* birds will soon learn to go to the balls and eat the 
salted mud. 

Kii.linc; fc)r the table: — As soon as the squabs are old 
c*nough to leave* the in.*st, they should be killed for the table. At 
this ixTiod lIii'Y arc' quite fat and tender. Some of the bc'st 
young birds should be reservc*d for replenishing the stock. 

Pigeons live* to a grcNit age. Some have* been known to 
li\'(' lifte(*n to tw(*nty yc“ars. I would advise p(‘()j)lo not to 
kc*(*p l)irds older thrm fejur or live yea.rs of age. The old birds 
should be* killed for tlu; table, and the best young ones put in 
tlu'ir plac'e. 

Diseases : If allowed ])erfect liberty and kept projx'rly 
pigc'ous will be touncl to be* hardy, but if kept in clexa? confme- 
uu*ul th(*y V(‘ry .^oou bevome sic'k. 

Pigeon^ aic* subjc*( t to tlu* same' dis('asc*s as fowls, and need 
tlu' same' treatmcait. Set* book on Poulliy'-keeping in India. 
1 he* best thing to do wiien tlu'V an* attacked with cholera, roup, 
canker and h\’t*r complaint is to imniediatc'ly kill tlu* sick ones 
iUul burn them to ashes, or t'lse bury tlu*m d(-e[> at a distance 
from the house*. 



CHAPTER XVII 

THE PEA FOWL 


Varieties: — The Pea-fowl is found all over Asia and the 
common Pea-fowl in all parts of India. A veiA' beautiful 
variety is imported from Upper Burma and from Japan and 
brought to the seaports of India. Tlu* colour of this bird is 
very brilliant and much richer than that of tlu* < ommon species. 



the neck and breast being a bright glossy gre(*ri laca d with gold; 
the shoulder deep blue and the back rich bronze; the tail- 
coverts are very rich green. The colouring of this variety is 
far superior to that of the other. 

There is also a variety of pure white Pea-fowl. They are 
exceedingly handsome birds. 

The^ common Pea-fowl is hardy, and so also is the Japan 
bird, but the white ones are somewhat delicate. 

The white birds are very rare and expensive. 

Pea-fowls are most useful birds. It costs very little to feed 
them and they are ornaments in the park and garden, and 
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they most effectively keep the place free of snakes and poisonous 
reptiles. 

The P(‘a-f()wl (ioc*s not reach maturity before it is three 
years old, and not until then does the male acquire his glorious 
})Iumage. 

House and 1'ood: Fea-fovvls love to roost on trees, and 
it is vvitli grcMt difticnlty that they can be induced to enter a 
hf)iis(*; only wluai tliey have been reared from young chicks and 
habituated to roosting in a house will they do so. It is best to 
have a larg(‘ shed about twenty feet long and fifteen feet wide, 
built on high posts and enclosed with wire-netting and provided 
with high perch(‘s, lor the birds to live in. They should be 
aUow(‘d out in the morning and shut up at night. They should 
l)e giviai their morning food and water in the shed, and again 
about sunset should .some food and water be placed in their 
sh(.‘d. l^y doing this the birds will be encouraged to take to 
their house and roost there at night. The Pea-fowl is about 
very iMrly in st/an h of food, so they should be let out as (\irly 
as [)ossibl(‘ in thc‘ morning. Pea-fowls like Indian corn, wheat. 
j)eas, fruit and vegetables; if therefore some Indian corn and 
wlu'at an* givt'ii in the mornin^^ before the birds are let out and 
some chop[X‘d vegigables and grain in the evening after they 
come homo to roost, it will be all that they need; any animal 
food they iu*ed will l)e picki*d up from the garden and orchard. 

Pea-fowls are very timid and rather wild, but it treated 
kindly trom the time they are chicks, they wall become very 
tame and come up to the house and eat out of your hand; if 
provokt‘d, however, the Pea-cock becomes veiy^ savage and will 
attac k a person and do him severe injury with his beak and 
spurs. It is bcbt to allow the birds to remain in the garden or 
orchard. The house for the birds should be built in a quiet 
part of the garden. 

Pea-fow Is should never be allowed to remain in the poultry- 
yard, tor they will ill-treat the chickens and small fowls. 

BreediVc; ; - One cock should be allowed for three or four 
hens. I would advise keeping two^cocks and six hens. The 
hen usually lays her eggs in some secluded place in long grass 
under shrubs or jungle; they are very much like the Guinea-fowl 
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about laying, — if they are disturbed thej^ will forsake their 
nests or else destroy their eggs. It is not safe to allow the Pea- 
hen to make her nest in the jungle, for she will be attacked by 
jackals, wild cats, etc. The eggs should be gathered in the 
same way as Guinea-fowl's eggs are gathered, and placed under 
common hens, the hen should be a properly feathered and large 
one. If it is possible to get the Pea-hen to make her nest in 
her shed and raise her own cliicks it would he well indeed, but 
it will be found almost im[X)ssible to get the Pea-hen to raise her 
own brood in confinement. 

Rearing: — When setting the eggs iiiuUa* ordinaiy hens, 
only four should be giv^en to each bird. The Pea-hen lays irom 
six to ten eggs, they are large and greenish white. 'I'he eggs 
take from 2O to 28 days to hatch and the chicks should be 
treated in the same way as Guinea-fowl chicks are tn\ated. The 
first food must be white ants and ground Indian corn. W'onns. 
minced boiled meat, onion tops, lettuce, wheat, rice, ground 
barley and oats, and fruit of sorts should form the food gixaai to 
young Pea-fowls for the first three months. 

The Pea-cock' is of a peculiarly jealous nature and will 
break all the eggs he discovers and kill all the young chit ks he 
may find, and for this reason the Pea-hen hides her eggs and 
young ones from the male bird. When the hen sits on lu*r eggs 
in the house the male bird must not be allowed to come near 
her, and he must be kept away from th(‘ young chicks. 

Pea-fowl chickens ne(‘d the sana* tri‘atm(‘nt about shelter 
and liberty as do the (iuinea-fowl chic ks. After the birds an* 
about two or three weeks old they need not be confined at all 
during the day when the weather is fair; but th(,*y must not be 
allowed tc get wet. They will walk with the hen and hunt tor 
white ants, grubs, etc. They must be regularly led tour times 
a day until they arc six months old and after tliat twice a day. 
There is a certain period in the early part of the Pea-1 owl's lile 
when it is very delicate. It is when they are changing colour - - 
that is emerging from the chicken feathers to that of adult 
colour — their first moult. 



CHAPTER XVIII 

THE RABBIT 


'rhc rabbit is a most useful animal, affording a great deal of 
I)l('asure to its kiejKr and food for the family; they are easily 
kept, are fairly hardy and multiply rapidly. 

There are a numlx r ot different breeds, I will describe the 
charart('i isti( s ot some ot the best varieties. 



Ix)i'-r!AKi'ii Rabbit 


riir Loe-FiAKi i): They ;jre large animals and have enor- 
mous drooping ears, whieli ofbai measure twenty -two inches 
from tip to tip and six ini lies in width. They have large 
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dewlaps. They are of different colours, black, grey, white, 
blue, faw-n and yellow, also mi.xcd colours, and often weigh 
from sixteen to eighteen pounds. The lops arc somewhat 
delicate and their long ears need special attention. 

The AnGora: — This is a very handsome and useful variety. 
The colour is pure w'hite with a coat composed of long, fine, 
fleecy fur, and the eyes pink. They are good breeders and 
attentive mothers, and grow to a good size, but an* not so large 
as some other breeds. 

The Himalayan is a pretty variety. The body is white and 
the fur short and line, while the ears, nose, feet and tail are 
dark nut browTi, or black; the eyes are red, the t'ars are very 



Hr.MAf..\VA.N Kahpii‘ 


short and firm. They wcigli from five* to soveii ]X)un(ls, and 
are extremely hardy and prolific. 

The Pai\\Gonian Kahhit is the giant of the s])r('ies, averag- 
ing from fourteen to fifteen pouncis. Souk* authorities claim 
them to be an offshoot of the Belgian or Fl(‘mish. Their colour 
is iron-grey, somewhat tawny, and coat rough; they hav(‘ large, 
thick, heavy ears, the tij^s of which are soft and jxiudulous, 
usually carried standing out from the head like the letter V. In 
this varitey are found the several styles of loj;-ear, namely, half- 
lop, horn-lop, and oar-lop, which are considered very objection- 
able. 

The Flemish Giant Rabbit is one of the po])uIar large 
breeds. It is claimed by some that the Flemish is an over- 
grown Belgian, continued selection and breeding having resulted 

£ 



66 


H<\NUBOOK OF Dl'CKS, GEESE, ETC. 



I'l.K.Misli (iiANT Rabbit 


in llir iTosrnl varii‘ty. One will meet more Belgian-Flemish 
( than pure blood ot (‘ither variety. The Flemish Giant 

W(‘ighs from twelve to tittecui pounds, and in colour is a clark- 
sb'el-grcy; ears about six inches long, carried erect. This 
variety iH)ssesses a large dewlap; eyes dark brown; bull-dog 
shoulders, and massivi* hind-cpiarters; they are quite prolific 
and hard\'. 

riiK SiiA'KK-CiKF.v Rabbit was originally a near neighbour 
to the Himalayan, and has Ixrome a favourite in Europe and 
luigland. 'I'ht*y havt* improved wonderfully in appearanc(‘ 
since their introduction. In colour they run from a bluish 
brown to a blac k c inder c olour, the ideal rabbit being a dark 
blue c inder colour, and well silvered with white hairs tipped 
with blac k, Thvy arc' good breeders and are hardy, growing to 
a good si/a\ often weighing ten pounds at maturity. The 
Cre.lm.-^ and f awns are offshoots from the Silver-Greys, and 
are probably sold as such. They share the popularity their 
ancestors enjo\'c*d and are favourites in England at present. 

Thk BiaauAN Hakk ; —This variety is said to have 
originatd in Belgium. Thc*y are called Belgian Hares simply 
on account of their resemblance to the hare. It was for a long 
time sup[)osed that this valuable rabbit was a cross between the 
hare and the' rabbit. This is not so, and all attempts to produce 
the hybrid have either resulted in failure or the production of 
a ‘^teiile mule*. The habits of the hare ditfer so materially from 
those of the rabbit that the crossing is effected with great 
difficulty 

The hare is horn fully developed, with eyes open, and can 
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run about and eat immcdiatelj' : while the rabbit comes into 
the world blind, naked and helpless, and does not venture from 
the nest until from two to three weeks old. The hare nests on 



Till. liMi.IW ir.VRF 

the ground, in some shelter(?d location, noviT* burrowing; while 
the rabbit always burrows in the wild state and will do so in 
captivity, if allowed. 

The Belgian of to-day shows the iinprovoinont attainable 
by judicious and systematic breeding; foremost in im|)ortance 
is their increased size and prolifu ness. 

To properly describe the Belgian Hare is dithcult, especially 
as to the colour. It is a reddish tan, clear and bright, showing 
clearest on the top of the neck and shoulders of the animal. 
Each hair of the animal is tipped with black and its value is 
estimated according to the density and distribution of this black 
marking. The more mottled and wavy it apjx^ars, the more 
points are scored. Starting at the shoulders the colour shades 
darker over the back and sides, and hcn‘ the black tipping is 
shown to great advantage; the haunches are of a grey c'olour, 
but showing a distinct brownish cast, and are usually well 
marked, with wa\y black tipping. 

The head and ears have a dark shading, but no distinct 
tipping. The head is not large in pro])ortion to the body ; it is 
carried well up and is graceful. The forehead is flat and very 
prominent over the eyes, giving them a very prominent apixiar- 
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ancc. The eyes are bold, round, and of a dark brown colour, 
possessing a wonderfully pleased and contented expression. 
The (.ars, about five inches long, set up firm, close together, 
and l(‘aning slightly back, having an edging of black over the 
tips and extending well down tlu* edges. This edging is termed 
lacing and is characteristic of this variety. 

The fore-leet and legs are small and delicate, and are kepr 
well under the animal, they are well coloured and free from 
white. 

'Fhe b(‘lly and the underside of the tail are white, prefer- 
ably with a brownish cast. 

'File hind feet and legs are large, strong and powerful; 
while g(‘iK‘rally lighter in colour than the fore-feet, they must 
show no while on tlv‘ outside or top; for the slightest white on 
tlie face, legs or body of a Belgian Hare is a discpialification in 
the show-room. 

Sliaj)e in th(‘ Belgian is, aside from colour, the chief attrac- 
tion aiul it is diilicult to .-ecairc' and maintain. The Belgian 
should b(‘ long and slim in build, long and Fine in bone, narrow 
in front, long and lean in tlie head — in fact, a rabbit calculated 
to give tlu‘ ol)server the impression of sjx?ed. This length is to 
be accompanied by a corresponding gracefulness and symmetry 
of lorm. The angular, gawky, stumpy, or mule-like forint 
being decidedly objectionable. 

The English standard for weigiit is about eight jx)unds,. 
which could, in this more' lavourable climate, be made more, 
say, nine pounds. S]X'cimc‘ns are occasionally shown weighing 
from tc'ii to eleven pounds. 

1 h(' Belgian Hare is hardy and the young ones cam be 
rearc'd with ordinary eaie. They are j)rolihc and produce from 
si.\ to ttai at a littc'r, and will breed from si.x to eight times a 
year. They tire al>o very docile. 

liir: Indi.an H.vnnrr; -'Ihe Angora and the Himalayan 
Rabbit can be had in India. The Angoras are verv common, 
but huA'c . detei ic^ralcd greatly in size and sha|>e on account of 
want ot projH'r breeding and care. The Himalayan is not so 
cc^nunon, and with careful breeding can be greatlv improved. 
There is also the coimnon rabbit which may be black, red,. 
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brown, black and white, brown and white, or It is of no 

use breeding from the cross-bred common ones except for the 
market. 

Other Varieties: — There are a niimhtn* ot other varieties 
of English, Dutch, French, Egyptian, Japanese* and other 
rabbits, but none of them are as good as llie varie'lies I have 
described above. 

The Hare: — ^The hare is very common in India, but I 
have never known it to breed in ('ontiiu*m(*nt. 

The Rabbitrv: The building of the rabbitiy is a vc'iy 
important consideration, as tlie health of the* animals and 
success in breeding depend a great deal upon the way th(*y are 
housed. 

When only one or two rabbits are ke pt, a good hutch is all 
that is necessary for them. A hub h six fc'(‘t long, three fei*! 
wide, and two feet six inches high, will do for one rabbit. The 
hutch must be divided into two compartments. Two feed at 
one end must be enclos(‘d with boards as a breeding-box, the 
remaining four feet must be enclosed with half-inch mesh win*- 
netting. The roof of the hutch must lx* slop<‘d on both sides 
to let the rain run off, and must be made* of good strong stout 
planks, over which should be placed a she(*t of tin or some oiled 
canvas. The bottom of the hutch must bo good thi('k wood, 
with half-inch holes bored every three* or four inch(‘s apart, th(^ 
bottom should slope slightly to om* side to allow the water to 
run off. The compartment at the end should b(* as dark as 
possible, with only an opening l)etwe(‘n it and the oth(*r part 
of the hutch to enable the rabbit to go in and out at pleasun*. 
There should be two doors to the hutch, one at the sid(^ enc losed 
with wire, and one at the side of the dark compartmc'iit ; these 
doors should be large enough to enable a person to clean the* 
compartments properly. Some dry, sweet straw or hay, but 
not grass, should be placed in the dark compartment. Rabbits 
delight to burrow in the hay, and they also like* the ]>rivacy of 
their dark bedroom. A doc cannot bear to lx* watched while 
making her nest and caring for her young. Food and water 
should be placed in the outer compartment. The hutch should 
be placed in the sun during the early morning, and under a 
shady tree in a quiet place during the hot part of the day. 
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Gr(‘at carr must be* taken to protect the animals from the great 
heat (luring the hot w(‘ather, and they should also be protected 
from wet during the rains. 

When a large number of rabbits are kept, a regular rabbit 
house should t)e built. Build a house twenty feet long and ten 
feet wide, side walls seven feet high, centre supported on 
wooden j)o>.t^; the hou.se should run from north to south, the east 
and west should be walled up with mud, the north and south 
should be enclosed with fine wire-netting with a door way on 
the south. The roof may be of thatch. The floor should be 
raised at least eighteen inches from the ground. The floor may 
be made of mud, but in order to prew^ent the rabbits from 
lairrowing in the ground good strong eighteen-gauge one-inch 
mesh wire-netting should be laid down three inches under the 
surface of the floor. I have sometimes used thin cornigated 
iron shc*ets for this pur]X)se with very good results. The wire- 
netting should be carried up three feet against the wall and 
secur(‘d with strong and long iron nails. This will very 
eff(‘ctually j)r(‘vent not only the rabbits from burrowing in the 
ground and walls, but also rats and snakes from entering the 
house. If rats are allowed to get in they will destroy the young 
rabbits, and do the large ones much damage. 

Boxes twenty-four inches square should be placed against 
the wall in the house for the does to use as their bedroom and 
nurseries, liai h doe should be allowed one box. Twelve 
does may be kept in a house twenty feet long and ten feet wide. 
Earthen jallahs may be used instead of boxes. Jallahs are to 
bi‘ preferrt'd to boxes as they do not breed vermin so fast. 
Jallahs thirt\' inches high and eighteen to twenty inches in 
diameter will d('). These jallahs should have wide mouths, at 
l(.*ast twi'lve inc hes in diameter; they must be laid on their sides 
against the walls in the house, and secured so that they will not 
move or shake. C lean soft straw or hay should be placed in 
the boxes or jallahs. In such a house the rabbits will live in 
comfort and hc‘alth and multiply rapidly. 

The bucks should be kept in hutches or in separate com- 
})artments in a house. Bucks cannot be kept together, for they 
will fight and do each other verv severe in)ury\ 

As soon as thc‘ sexes can hv distinguished the young ones 
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must be separated. The females should be put in a hcnise by 
themselves, and the males kept by themselves until they are 
about four months old when they fight and bceome trouble- 
some; a few of the best should then be kept and the remaining 
ones used for the table or else sold in the market. 

Rabbits need to be proteeted from wi‘t and damj) as well 
as from the great heat of the sun. 

Food: —The best grain for rabbits is gram and wheat 
steeped in water for a few hours. C'arrots, eabbag(’ and cauli- 
flower leaves, turnip and radish tops, lettuec', beetroot, green 
corn, raw onions, wheat, barley, fresh cut dooh grass and 
plantains should also be given. Only a small quantity of food 
should be given at a time, a little and often, otherwise it will be 
rejected and spoiled. The food should be given in wooden 
troughs, which should be allowed to remain in the house alwavs 
as rabbits love to eat at night. 

Always remember that the fresher the food the better. 
Trouble is caused by wet stuff being allowed to lie* in a hc^ap, 
thereby steaming and sweating until unlit for uses at th(‘ same 
time avoid wet green food if fresh and dry food is procurable. 
Remember that a hc^ap of green stuff in the' hutch to be trodden 
upon and covered with filth, is to my idea an unpardc^nablc 
condition of affairs, and is often th(' cause of serious trouble. 
Nursing does should have as much as they can eat; grexm (orn, 
carrots, fresh dooh, etc., are excellent milk-produccTs and 
should be* given with sound gram, barky, and exits; give cool 
fresh water four times a day. 

The food vessels must be securely fastened in their j)laces, 
or the contents will be upsc't and wasted. 

There is a kind of ulant the native's call Akra in Hindustani, 
of which rabbits are very fond ; it grows wild and very profusely 
on the banks of rivers and tanks and on low-lying land. 
Rabbits will eat the leaves and stoc ks greedily, and thrive well 
on it. It should be gathered fresh everyday as it very soon 
turns black and begins to smell. If kc'pt in water it will last 
good for a day. 

Water : — -Rabbits should be allowed water to drink three 
times a day, and oftener during the hot weather. The water 
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vessels should be i)erfectly clean and the water quite pure. 
I'here is no sense in the popular belief that rabbits should not 
be allow(‘d water. The wat(‘r vessel should be removed after 
the rabbits have had a drink. 

{'i.KANLiNKSS : It is very necessary to keep the house and 

liulch absolutely ('lean and sweet. The least unclcanliness will 
caus(‘ disc'ase ainoiif^ them and bn‘ed vermin in the house. Th(‘ 
dark ( hamber should be ('leaned out every other day or at least 
once in four days, and the bedding ehangc'd. This should be 
don(‘ whil(' the rabbit is in th(‘ other compartment. She must 
not be disturbed whil(‘ in the dark chamber. The outer com- 
partment of tlu‘ hutch must be ]>roperly cleaned and washed 
with ])h(‘nyle and water and then dried. The dark ('.hamber 
should n(‘V(a' be waslu'd, but must be properly swept everyday 
and pluaiyk' sprinkled on the iloor. The boxes must be 
thoix)Ughly cleaned, and the straw changed every other day. 
'riu! earth for the surface of the iloor must be removed and 
renewed ev(‘ry month or so. No decaying vegetables or food- 
stuff must be allowed to nanain in the hutch or house. 

HRr:Ki)iN(; : - Succ(‘ss in bnaaling depends a great deal on 
j>roiK‘iiy mating the rabbits. If wanted for pure breeding and 
fancy, thvn the difhaxait breeds must be ko}>t separate and only 
th.(‘ be.-t siH'cimens of (\ich bived mated together; but if wanted 
onl\- fur table us(\ then some of th(‘ bre(*ds may be mated with 
larger and better breeds to give size and stamina to the progeny, 
'riu' b('st results an* obtained by keeping the breeds distinct- 
and mating tin* best h'lnak's with the best males of the breed, 
li inferior sju'clincns of any breed be bred from, the young 
()n(*s will b(* int('rior and th(* stock soon deteriorate. Only the 
largest and most perfect femak's must be mated with the largest 
and most iH*rfect males. If this is done the progen}^ will be 
more likely to be large and perfect. Not only must the buck 
In* a large oiu*. but the doe must In* large and good. 

One buck will be able to serve from six to twelve does. 
When the biak's servi<.es are r(*(]uired, he should be put in the 
doe’s hutch and allow(*d to remain with her a couple of days; 
he must th('n be remov'd and put back in his own hutch. On 
no account should the buck be allowed to remain with the doe 
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lor any length of time. If he is left with lier after she has been 
served he will continue to worry her and do her serious injury. 

After the doc has been with the buck she should bo placed 
in the hutch or house where she is expected to rear her ycning 
ones. She must become quite used to her new quarU'rs and 
make her room comfortable and ready for her coming little 
ones; during the whole period of pregnancy she must be kept 
perfectly cpiiet. It she is disturbed or excited at all she will 
either kill or neglect her j’oiing ones when thej' an" born. 

The period of pregnancy is thirty days. Three or four 
days before the young ones are expinted tlu' doe should 1h‘ 
provided with a lot of clean dry soft straw. With this she will 
make her own bed and prepare the place for tlie young oni's; 
after she has made the bed she will cover it with fur which shcj 
will take from her own body. 

During pregnancy the doe must be fed and watered 
legularly and the day the young ones are ex])(‘('ted sonv' extra 
grain and green food should bo left in the huU lg and a supply 
of fresh water must be kej>t in the hutch. At the time of 
kindling the doe s(‘ems to hav(‘ an unusual thirst, and in lu'r 
frenzy for water she will destroy her young ones and appixisi^ 
her thirst with their blood. By giving water at this time it will 
prove benelicial to the mother and savi* the lives of the young. 
The doe wall need extra and nourishing lood at this time. Souu^ 
milk and bread, whole barley, wheat, carrots and doah grass 
must be given to the animal. 

Young does sometimes kill their lirst litter or laglect 
them; this happens from their becoming excited and uossibly 
frightened, but probably it wall not occur with tlu* sec ond litter 
if properly managed. 

The doe must not be disturl)ed nor the young oiu^s touclu'd 
for three days after they arc born; then carefully remove the 
doe from the hutch by giving her a carrot and indue ing her to 
take a run for an hour in the r(X)m; w hen the d<!;e is not pre sent 
examine the young ones, and remove any that may lie d<*ad or 
take a run for an hour in the room; when the doe is not present 
rest. Do not disturb the nest and do not allow the mother to 
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sf c you lia lulling her young. After an hour get her back to 
lu r initrh, and she wiW begin to nurse her young ones. 

A doe < annot bear to be watched while making her nest or 
< aring for her young. When she wishes to attract attention to 
her babif'S slu* will bring them of her own accord to the front 
of the hutch. When first born the young are helpless, naked, 
and blind, and demand their mother’s tenderest care. If they 
are handled while very young their parent sometimes deserts 
them, and is at all times greatly distressed by the attention. 
It is best then to leave the young rabbits alone. While the doe 
is nursing her young she requires extra food, for the young 
grow fast, and if the doe is not well cared for, she in turn cannot 
do justice to her young, and they will have slobbers if not 
sufli('iently nourished. 

In two or throe weeks the young will be moving about the 
hutch; from now until weaned is the critical time in their 
existence*. With the food and care recommended they will 
thrive. When about two months old they should be taken 
from the doc and allowed to run on the rabbitry floor; the doc 
being starl(‘d for another family. Exercise is very necessary 
lor their projx'r growth and health. 

The young ones should be fed on milk and bread, soaked 
gram, wlu‘at-l)ran. carre^ts and tender fresh vegetables, and 
(idol) grass. 

Separate* the sexes wlum taken from the doe, and at four 
mouths of age separate the males, as they get quarrelsome and 
the weake r oue^ arc eoinpletcly ruined in their fights. Do not 
biee'd a doe unde r e‘ight months of age, and not over four times 
a year; by this arrangement she will raise strong, healthy litters 
until tour or live ye*ars of age. For breeding purposes an old 
buck and a young doe be\get the largest young. 

A male should not be bred from before he is one year old, 
nor a tcmale* before she is eight or nine months old. 

Disfasis: — If rabbits are kept in the way mentioned 
above' they will thrive and do well. It is much better to prevent 
disease* than try to cure it. \Mien you see your rabbit sitting 
and moping in a corner paying no regard to his meals etc., 
you may rest assured that it is not in good health and you 
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should immediately tty and find out the reason and apply the 
remedy. 

I will mention some of the diseases rabbits are subject to 
and the remedies that may be given. 

1. Loss or Appetite: — Caused by cold or indigestion; 
give the following medicine,— one drop of tincture of Nux 
Vomica in half a pint of drinking water. Tlu' next day give 
one drop of tincture of Aconite in half a pint of drinking water. 
Keep giving these two medicines every other day alternately. 
Give the animal the water with the medicine eveay three' hours. 
Feed on milk and broad. 

2. Blindness in Younc;: — Sore eyes and blindness is 
caused cither by injuric\s to the eye by projec ting nails and 
wire, and also by filth in the hutch or house, bad feeding, 
impure water, chills and cold. 

Give one drop of tincture of Belladonna in half a ]fint of 
drinking water; also tincture of Aconite as above, evcTy alternate 
day. Bathci the eye with a weak solution of alum and water- - 
a teaspoonful of ground alum to a pint of wate r; keep in a c ool, 
dry place. 

3. C/VNKEr: — Canker in the* C'ar, or any othcT' part of ihe 
body, is very difficult to cure. Unless the animal is a very 
valuable one it should be dc^stroyc'd and buried. 

4. Colic: — Caused by indigestion or constipation. Give 
half a teaspoonful of Epsom Salt dissolvc'd in warm water 
evety^day until the bowels are frc*ely moved. 

5. C(3NSTIPATICjn : — Caused by dry food, want of ])roi>cr 
exercise and chills. (live Epsom Salt and stcjp all grain and 
dry food, give only onions and green foc^cJ. 

G. DiARRHOiA: — Claused by excessive heat or chill, a 
fright, sour food, too much grc'en food, impure water, or dirt. 
Clive some cholera medicine. Tincture of Veratrum Album, 
ond drop in half a pint of water is very effectual. Feed on dry 
gram, oats, and barley, but no green food until cured, except 
lettuce. 

7. Dropsy: — The body swells and the animal refuses 
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{<>0(1 : rc*move to a large room or enclosure and allow it to run 
about; feed on dry food. 

8. Ear Aciik: Caused by dirt and wax in the ear. 
('k.an out the ear, and gently syringe with warm water, and 
tl'icn apply some tincture* of Aconite or Hydrastis. Avoid 
( atching by the ear. 

(). Im'Is: Kill tile animal. 

10. Sf)HK Hock: Caused by dirt, injuries, damp and 

thorns; wash with warm water and" tincture of Hydrastis, 

or b:iliman’s ICmbroc ation. Keep clean and feed properly. 

11. V^mrmin; — ('aused by uncleanness or bad health; 
apply Keating's Inser t Powder freely, and wash the hutch with 
strong ph(‘nyle and wat(‘r, 

12 . Manok: -Isoiatc the animal and apply the following 
ointment: 


('ocoanut Oil 
Spirit of Turpentine' 
Camphor 

Mower of Sulphur 


8 ounces 
4 ounces. 
I ounce. 
4 ounces. 


Dissolve llu' ( amphor in the turpentine and add the cocoa- 
nut oil and sulphur, and a{>j)ly ('veryday to the affected parts 
(live soiiK' sulphur in its food, and a good supply of green food 
and water. Th(' hutch must be thoroughly cleaned and 
removed from near otlu'r hutches. 

14. Pauaia’sis: -Kill the animal. 

14. Riu) \\\\tkr: — This disease is often called bloody 
urine. This is a disease of the kidney and needs special care, 
(live tincture of .\conite one drop in half a pint of water. Also 
tiiK'tun' ot .Arnica in th(' same way as Aconite. Feed on milk 
and bread and gi\e cltMii water. Mild exercise and plenty of 
tiesh air are very nece.-sary. 

13. \h:Nr Disfasc: -Caused by injury by the buck or 
bite trom rats or insects, or injury from nails or thorns. 
Separate the animal and wash the part with phenyle and watei, 
and apply icnloform and vaseline twice a day. If taken in 
hand at once, a cuiv will be effected, but if the sore has spread 
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and entered the vent it is best to destroy the animal. Even 
after the doe is cured she should be kept separate from the buck 
for six months. 

16. Snuffles or Influenza:— In the En^dish breeder's 
hutches, snuffles is almost always j>resent and is invariably fatal 
if not promptly attended to; the Indian fancier is often troubled 
by the disease. Just as a man neglects his own peuson when 
suffering from a cold, so is the |X'rson apt to neglect the rabbit. 
But a cold is always a matter of concern in a rabbit, and should 
receive immediate attention. The symptoms of snuffles ar<^ 
sneezing, moist nostrils, which in a few days become thick and 
filthy, the animal refuses food, and its coat beconu's rough and 
disordered, giving every sign of illness and discomlort. The 
sick rabbit must be isolated immediately. (live the animal 
tincture of Aconite one drop in a (juarter of a pint of water, 
also Liquor Arsenica in the same way. The medicine should 
be given four times a day. Wash the nose and mouth well 
with Condy’s Fluid and water, also the fore-legs and feet two 
or three times a day, wij)e dry and put an extra quantity of (iiK^ 
hay in the hutch, keep in a cool airy j)lace and feed with 
stimulating foods. Where this (ourse does not c‘ff(‘ct a cure, 
the following prescrij)tion is nM ornmended, whic h must be used 
in an ordinary vaporizer. Fill the va])oriz(M' about two-thirds 
full of boiling water, into this jxnir half an ounc(‘ of soluble 
Sanitas Oil, one tcasix)onful of oil of Eucalyj)tus and ivw dro})s 
oil of Camphor, place the to]) on and light lamp und(‘rnc*ath. 
Place the rabbit in a small hutch, covcT'ing up with old sacks 
to prevent the escape of the steam. Ins<'»'i the spout ol the 
vaporizer into the lower part of the hutch allowing tluj steam to 
enter. Treat in this manner for ten or fifteen minutes, rare 
being taken that the invalid is not suffocatecl by the opc‘ration; 
after treatment leave the rabbit in the hutch for half an hour, 
then remove. It is said that three operations generally effect 
a cure. 

17. Apoplexy: — If not protected from the excessive heat 
in hot weather a number of the rabbits will die. The best thing 
to do is to adopt preventive measures. Place the hutch in 
a shady cool place, where there is plenty of fresh air, give plenty 
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of (on\ water, and green food, but stop the gram and other 
stimulating food. 

i 8 . h'ATTY Dk(;eneration : — This is caused by over-feed- 
ing and want of sufficient exorcise. Breeding stock should not 
be fat, but k(*pt in good condition, and allowed regular and 
sufficient exercise. 

10. Injury to the He.u): —Rabbits must be handled 
v(T*v eaK'fully, and when caught or taken up, should be held 
by the (‘ars, also placing a hand under the animal. 


PriQtod by P. C. Chatterjee at The Modern Art Press, 
i,j, Durga Piluri I.ane, Calcutta. 
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